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For almost 20 years, 
arms dealers around the world 
have wanted this book... 

Now it’s yours to 
examine Risk-Free 
for 15 days 


LUG 


BUFFER 


NEW! The completely revised 11th edition of the most 
comprehensive firearms reference ever published. 


• Examines arms of 42 nations from 1900- 
present • every chapter completely revised • 5 
new chapters follow small arms developments 
since W.W. II • 672 pages • well over 2000 
photos 

Renowned military scholars consult it to keep 
current with world arms capabilities Faceless 
mercenaries, they say, use it as a “shopping 
guide.*’ 

And weapons buffs—perhaps like yourself— 
read it over and over again just for the sheer enjoy¬ 
ment of being 'hands-on” close to the finest in 
classic and modern military hardware. 

The book is Small Arms of the World . And 
now, in its 11th Edition, you get completely revised 
chapters... new sections ... new photographs . . 
and hundreds of new weapons, many of which 
have only been whispered about in print until now. 
Truly international 

Small Arms of the World is one of the few 
weapons references that is truly international in 
scope. In its more than 600 fully illustrated pages, 
you’ll find pistols, rifles, submachine guns and ma¬ 
chine guns from 42 nations. Weapons ranging 
from Astras to Kalishnikovs. Armalites to 
Mausers. Brens to STENS. Hush Puppies to Uzis. 
They date from the turn of the century right up to 
today, 

Small Arms of the World not only examines 
well known and widely employed weapons, but 
also spotlights obscure and often bizarre arms. It 
exposes virtually useless weapons... praises truly 
outstanding ones even points out proofmarks 
and minor modifications in design that help pin¬ 
point dates and places of manufacture. For these 
reasons, this unique book is an absolute must for 
any serious collector 


Loading, Firing, Stripping 

Unlike some weapons references, Small 
Arms of the World does not merely describe weap¬ 
ons, it shows you how to use them—safely and 
effectively You clearly see—in words and pic¬ 
tures—exactly how to load, fire and field strip hun¬ 
dreds of small combat arms, from auto-loading 
pistols to heavy machine guns. 


you’ll treasure the new 11th Edition of Small Arms 
of the World. 

That’s why we make you this risk-free offer: 
examine Small Arms of the World for 15 days. If 
you don't agree that it’s not the closest thing to get- 
ting your hands on the actual weapons them¬ 
selves, simply return the book within that time for a 
full, nc-questions asked refund. 


Up-to-the-minute 

Guerilla warfare, counterinsurgency tactics 
and terrorism have profoundly 
changed military thinking 
since World War II. In five completely new chap¬ 
ters, the 11th Edition examines these changes and 
the effects they have had on small arms design. 
You’ll.. Jearn the difference between Russian and 
American arms thinking as you compare the de¬ 
signs of M. T. Kalishnikov with those of Eugene 
Stoner (or the AK-47 vs. the M-16). 

... find out about a new generation of silenced 
weapons, including the Ingram M-IOsubmachine 
gun and its sionics sound suppressor that actu¬ 
ally confuses the ear as to the source of sound. 

discover whv pistol development is in a state of 
uncertainty. And why pistols soon may be re¬ 
placed entirely by a new generation of small sub¬ 
machine guns little bigger than a service-issue 
Colt .45 auto. 

. read candid appraisals of current NATO and 
Warsaw Pact weapons. Learn about their 
strengths and weaknesses . Even witness the kind 
of political infighting it takes to get a weapon 
adopted by the U S. Armed Forces. 

Act Now for Risk-Free Offer 

If you’re a weapons buff—someone who ap¬ 
preciates the thought and technology that goes 
into engineering small armaments, we guarantee 



Stackpole Books • Cameron and Kelker Streets . 
P.0. Box 1831F*Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105 
YES! I'd like to examine the 11th Edition of Small Arms of the ■ 
World risk-free for 15 days. I enclose my check for only I 
$19 95, payable to Stackpole Books and understand that if 
I'm not completely satisfied with my copy within 15 days, I I 
may return it for a full refund—no questions asked 
□ Check here for Deluxe Edition with gold embossed I 
leather-like cover only $29.95 * 

Please eharne to my: 

11 Master Charge 

Acct. # 

Signature 

Name_ 

Address_ 

, City_ _ — State ^ip ^ j 


I 


□ BankAmericard Visa 

Exp. Date | 


(order not valid without signature) 










































BUY directand 
* SAVE MOMEY 


NOW YOU CAN ORDER TOLL FREE FOR BANK AMERICARD, 
MASTERCHARGE, AND C.O.D. ANYWHERE IN THE U.S. EXCEPT 
ALASKA , HAWAII OR ILLINOIS. 

DIAL: 800-323-3233 
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“ADVENTURER’S” 
CAMOUFLAGE 
JACKET 

^ Brand new foreign government 
surplus. Pullover style 
with epaulets on shoulders. 
Features 2 roomy breast pockets and 2 big 
waist pockets. Rugged 100% cotton. Great 
for hunters. Sizes: S, M, L. Only $9.95 

plus $1.50 shipping. 

BRITISH COMMANDO 
L± ^ BATTLE JACKET 

^ This attractive jacket 
i ^ is brand new British 

4ft x government surplus. 

/jjjjL A rugged, all-purpose 

j/ jacket made of O.D. color, 
heavy-duty denim. 

It features epaulets on shoulders, 2 roomy 
breast pockets with flaps and an adjustable 
belted waist. Ideal for Spring, Summer or 
Fall. May never be available again! Sizes: XS, 
S, M, L. Only $9.95 plus $1.50 shipping. 

Please send height, chest and waist 
measurements for an exact fit. 

BRAND NEW, FACTORY FRESH, 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

Colt .45 Auto, ail models: 7-shot.$4.00 

Colt Commander 9mm, Standard.$7.50 

Colt Commander, .38 Super. $7.50 

Browning High-Power 9mm 13-shot . $12.00 
German Luger 9mm, Standard ........ $7.50 

Walther PPK .380 cal., Standard__ $7.50 

Walther PPKS .380 w/f ngerest • • $8.50 

Colt M-16 & AR-15, 30 rd. G.l. ..$6.95 

G.l. Nylon M-16 Magazine Pouch - 

(holds 3-.30 rd. mags.).$5.95 

Colt M-16 & AR-15, 20-rd. G.l. .. $3.95 

(Add 50(t per magazine for shipping.) 

DjT^^^NEW PARATROOPER 
\J ** V FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/22! 
Walnut with blued ordnance steel, ready to 
install. $37.95 plus $2.00 shipping. 

(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22) 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
. .$4.95 plusJ5<r shipping, 

SPECIAL SALE! 

“THE LITTLE 

BLACK BOX” 

Warning! This 

device is not to be used for ^ 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder 
when telephone is picked up. Records entire 
telephone conversation . . . Then auto¬ 
matically stops recorder when telephone is 
hung up! Can be attached anywhere along 
the line. If you want to record both sides of 
any telephone conversation AUTOMAT¬ 
ICALLY whenever a call comes in, this unit is 
for you. This amazing device plugs into ANY 
cassette or reel-to-reel recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the 
phone. Extremely useful around the home or 
office for making ACCURATE and PERMA¬ 
NENT records of all incoming and outgoing 
calls. MINIATURE! Only 1” x 2" x 3". 
Now only $29.95 plus $1.00 shipping. 
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BRAND NEW! MILITARY EQUIPMENT! 

1. Genuine British Commando Knife $12.95 

2. M-16/AR-15 Mag. Pouch w/3- 

30-rd. Mags... _ __ $19.95 

3. USAF Flying Jacket MA-1, Fully revers¬ 
ible, O.D. and International Orange. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL... $34.95 

4. USAF Pilot's Survival Knife w/leather 

sheath and sharpening stone.$9.95 

5. USMC Combat Knife w/leather sheath, 

7" blade, 12" overall. $10.95 

6. USMC Stainless Steel Pocket Knife, $4.95 

7. NEW! Camouflage Duffle Bag, 

regulation size: 21" x 36".$8.95 

8. Nylon Parachute Cord, 100',.$2.95 

9. G.I.O.D. "T” Shirts, Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 

6 of same size for.$12.00 

Genuine G.I.O.D. “T" Shirts 
w/Original U.S. Marine Corps Emblem 
or U.S. Army Emblem - (please specify), 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL................ $4.95 

G.l. Plastic Canteen, O.D.$1.95 

G.l. Current issue Nylon 
Canteen Cover. . $2.95 

13. M-1 Carbine Mag. Pouch w/2-15 

rd. mags. $3.00 

14. Genuine G.l. M-1949 Mountain Sleeping 

Bag, the finest available at any price. 

50% feather filled/50% down, mummy 
style, over 6-1 /2' (ong__ — $49.95 

15. G.l. Jungle 1st Aid Kit, all 

emergency items in O.D. case that fits 
on pistol belt.. ... $3.95 

16. G.l. Flashlight w/extra bulb & lens 

filter, O.D....$4.95 

17. Genuine U.S. Army Short Sleeve 
Chino Shirt w/epaulets. Khaki Color. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL...Only $6.95 

18. G.I.O.D. Nylon Poncho, 66" x 80" $12.95 

19. G.l. Pineapple Grenade w/detachable 

lever & pin (Inert). ... $6.95 

20. .45 Auto Clip Pouch w/2 G.l. .45 

auto mags. . $8.95 

21. MP Nightstick w/leather thong.... $3.95 

22. U.S. Coast Guard Issue Survival 

Pocket Knife_ . $9.95 

23. MP Peerless Handcuffs.$14.95 

24. Leather MP cuff case. .$5.95 

25. G.l. D3-A Glove Shells, Black 

leather, pair. . $7.95 

26. G.l. wool glove liners, O.D., pair.. $2.95 

27. Genuine U.S. Army Blankets, 100% 
wool O.D. in color, Size 66" x 84" $12.95 
Vietnam Jungle Hat, O.D., or Camo. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. ...... $4.95 

G.l. M-65 Field Jackets, complete w/ 
hood. Newest issue. Sizes: S, M, L, XL 

Olive Drab. . * $34.95 

Desert Tan-P9®. $37.95 

G.l. M-65 Field Jacket Liners, 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. ..$14.95 

Do not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, inferior imports offered elsewhere. 

All items — Brand New (ADD 75<t shipping 

tm ordered) —--- 

“THE BLACK BOOK OF 
DIRTY TRICKS” 

“Improvised Munitions Handbook", is the 
| most sought-after, here-to-fore impossible 
I to obtain Army manual. Includes revealing 
chapters on: Improvised Explosives and Pro¬ 
pellants; Mines & Grenades; Small Arms 
Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; In¬ 
cendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and 
Recoiless Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials and much, much more! Limited 
Number Available! 

ORDER NOW! —$10.00 postpaid 
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BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

5-Shot Magazine .. .... $1.50 

15-Shot Magazine. ... $1.75 

30-Shot Magazine...$3.00 

60-Rd. Jungle Clip — 

(Clips 2 30-rd. mags, together)... $2.95 

Sling & Oiler.$1.95 

Mag Pouch - holds 2 15-rd. mags. ... $1.50 

Mag Pouch - holds 2 30-rd. mags.$4.95 

Flash Hider. ... $9.95 

Muzzle Brake . $9.95 

Lo-Profile Handguard. $2.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard. . $3.95 

Piston Nut Wrench - (Double-ended).. $2.95 
Scope Base, no drilling or tapping .. $9.95 

Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical Manual.. $5.95 
(Please add 50<t per item for shipping.) 

8 SHOT TEAR GAS REVOLVER 

With crime on the rise, this is a must for 
everyone! Fires 8 - .22 cal. tear gas 
cartridges or blanks in seconds. Heavy-duty 
metal construction with one-step ejection. 
Checkered grips. 

BLUE — Reg. Price $11.95 = 

Now Only — $6.95 
CHROME — Reg. Price $12.95 
Now Only — $7.95 

Hip Holster.$1.50 

Tear Gas Cartridges-(10 per pack).. „ $1.50 
Extra-Loud Blanks-(100 per pack) ... $2.50 
(Add $1.00 per order for shipping.) 

U.S. ORIGINAL G.l. .45 
AUTO HOLSTER 

This is the standard G.l. holster used i 
both World Wars. Fits .45 auto and other 
large frame autos. Black leather. $11.95 plus 
$1.00 shipping. 

ORIGINAL G.L M.7 
SHOULDER HOLSTER Black leather, 
fits 45 Auto, and other large frame Autos 

.$14.95 

W.W. I KNUCKLE KNIFE 

Exact reproduction, brass handle 6" blade. 
Truly a collector s item. Check local laws 
before ordering. $14.95 plus $1.50 shipping. 




“PARALYZER” 
TEAR GAS WEAPON 

The most powerful CS* Military Tear Gas 
available. You simply point the Paralyzer" at 
the attacker and press the fire button. A 
heavy shotgun spray of tear gas shoots out 
to a range up to 18 feet, completely disabling 
the assailant for 10-15 minutes Causes a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, 
nose and throat and skin. “Paralyzer" will 
stop even a 300 lb. man, 

POCKET MODEL — $4.95, POLICE 
MODEL —$6.95 + $1.00 shipping. 

PLEASE NOTE: We usually ship 95% of our orders within 10 days. 
Money orders and cert checks stripped first; personal checks held 3-4 
wks But because of the unique service we provide and the new law re¬ 
quiring us to state specific delivery times, which in some cases we 
cannot do we can only accept orders with the buyers unders¬ 
tanding of an unspecified delivery date and the buyers waiver of an ex¬ 
act delivery notification. We will advise you on any backordered items 
and will refund you immediately upon your request. Thank You. Add40e 
per order for insurance to avoid postal thefls. III. res. add 5% sales tax. 
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ORDER TODAY! V 

PARELLEX CORP. 

DEPT. S-3,P.O. BOX F 

CHICAGO RIDGE, ILL. 60415 

- Phone (312) 598-4466 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

Please charge to my BankAmericard No. □ 

Master Charge No.Q__ 

Exp. Date _ 

Signature 
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THE GREATEST LOST 


IS NOW YOURS - 
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MANTRACKING is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Method to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you’ve enjoyed in years. 120 pages, 36 illustrations, 
softbound. 


O Check Enclosed 

□ Master Charge 

□ BankAmericard 

(Calif, residents add 
6% sales tax 


Card No.: 


Exp. Date: / 


DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOMED 


Order now and save $1.00 off the regular price of $8.95 
Mail to: SEARCH & RESCUE MAGAZINE 

Box 153B, Montrose, CA 91020 


Send me_ 

copies of Man¬ 
tracking at the 
Special intro¬ 
ductory Price 
of $7.95 each. 


Name 


Street 


HANDBOOK ON 
WORLD WAR II 
GERMAN 
MILITARY 
FORCES 


THE FINEST AND MOST COMPREHEN¬ 
SIVE INTELLIGENCE VOLUME COMPILED 
BY WWII ALLIED FORCES. THIS BOOK IS 
A FULL SIZE EXACT REPRINTING WITH¬ 
OUT EDITING OR ABRIDGEMENT. IT 
DEPICTS THE ENTIRE GERMAN MILITARY 
JUGGERNAUT AS IT WAS IN MARCH OF 
1945. 

• 24 COLOR PLATES OF UNIFORMS & 
INSIGNIA 

• 1000 PHOTOGRAPHS & DRAWINGS 

• 648 PAGES WITH SOFT COVER 

$19.95 

POSTPAID 
CAL. RES. ADD 6% 


HANDBOOK ON 
WORLD WAR II 
JAPANESE 
MILITARY 
FORCES 


THIS IS A MATCHING, COMPANION 
VOLUME WHICH SIMILARLY ILLUS¬ 
TRATES THE JAPANESE MILITARY 
ESTABLISHMENT. IT COVERS THE 
ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF WEAPONS, 
TACTICAL DOCTRINE, SUPPLY, VEHICLES 
AND AIRCRAFT UP TO OCTOBER, 1944. 

• 8 COLOR PLATES OF UNIFORMS & 
INSIGNIA 

• 1000 PHOTOGRAPHS & DRAWINGS 

• 436 PAGES WITH SOFT COVER 

$19.95 

POSTPAID 
CAL. RES. ADD 6% 


MILITARY ARMS 
RESEARCH 

POST OFFICE BOX 26772 SF 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95159 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
THE VITAL KEY 
TO COMMAND! 



NOW FOR YOU, SUPERB 
COMMUNICATIONS AT A 
FRACTION OF GOVT. COST 

This lightweight (Magnesium Alloy Case) 
FM radio is built to take roughest use, has 2 
Km range. Any crystal channel from 47 to 
55.4 MHz. Comes complete with auxiliary 
handset, aerial, carrying strap 

USED SURPLUS, $ 35.00 

REM'FC TO GOVT. SPECS $ 150.00 

TESTED SURPLUS BATTERY $ 7.00 

ALL ITEMS SHIPPED PREPAID; LARGE 

PARTS STOCK ALWAYS ON HAND 

AN/COM 

ELECTRONICS 

5521 Cleon, No. Hollywood, CA 91601 
(213)769-5518 



RUGGED ORIGINAL 

FALLSCHIRMSPRINGERSTEIFEL 
GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 

Now available for custom orders. 

Prized jump boots for all Airborne per¬ 
sonnel. Rugged beyond compare. 
Smooth black leather with a patented 
lacing system. Lined with supple calf¬ 
skin and padded for protection. Closed 
tongue. Waterproofed. Double-stitched. 
Non-slip rubber heel and half-sole over 
leather base. European sizes 39-47 
(US 6-12) Narrow, regular & wide. 
Shortages require 10 weeks deliv¬ 
ery. MC, BAC accepted. Phone 
404-943-9336 today! U.S.A. &A.PO. 
Addresses only. Or send payment to: 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 


P.O. BOX 108-L POWDER SPRINGS, GA., 30073 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER.. $88.95 PPD 


Bulletin Board 


PMRS REPORT ... 

On November 30, 1977, Alexander 
McColl, SOF Military Editor and Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer of PARACHUTE MED¬ 
ICAL RESCUE SERVICE (PMRS) 
presented a PMRS Certificate of Appre¬ 
ciation to John Lampmann, Legislative 
Assistant to PMRS Honorary Director 
Congressman Garry Brown (R-Mich). 
The award was made in Congressman 
Brown’s office; in fact the photo was 
taken by the honorable Congressman. 

Congressman Brown’s office, and John 
Lampmann in particular, gave indispen- 
sible help during the Guatemala earth¬ 
quake in February 1976, by establishing 
liaison with the Guatemalan Embassy 
in Washington, and with the various 
U.S. Government Agencies concerned 
with the relief of that disaster. Without 
them it would not have been possible for 
PMRS to make its contribution there. 
Congressman Brown and Mr. Lampmann 
have also been a principal point of con¬ 
tact for PMRS in efforts since then to 
respond to disaster situations around the 
world. 

CUBANS IN AFRICA AND CANADA 

Pro-West UNITA forces have captured 
part of yet another trained hit team. The 
mission of this group was to assassinate 
Jonas Savimbi, leader of UNITA. 

The hit team of eight men was sur¬ 
prised outside the town of Catete, less 
than 50 kms east of Luanda, the capitol. 
In the ambush five of the assassins were 
killed or wounded and three uninjured 
were taken prisoner and readily talked, 
before they were executed. 

One of those captured, Georgas 
Philliphot, a Haitian exile, related to his 
captors that he had been recruited in 
Montreal, Canada, in September 1977, at 
the Cuban Commercial Mission and had 
been sent to Paris on a commercial flight. 
He was then smuggled to East Germany 
and received training in making bombs, 
communications, and guerrilla warfare. 

Philliphot told the UNITA intelligence 
officer that he had been scheduled to 
return to Montreal to participate in an 
operation devised by the Cubans to 
scatter bombs around Quebec. Some 
were to be placed in or around English 
establishments so that Separatists 
would be blamed, others around French 
establishments, so that the English 
would be blamed, in order to precipitate 
open urban warfare between French and 
English-speaking Canadians! 

RHODESIAN EMPLOYMENT 

SOF has received the following infor¬ 
mation from the Department of Immi¬ 
gration, Private Bag 7711, Causeway, 
Salisbury, Rhodesia: 

Employment opportunties in Rhodesia 
are generated mainly by our total Euro¬ 


pean population of approximately 275, 

000 . 

Vacancies exist for qualified artisans in 
the more common fields, for example: 
fitter/turners, electricians, motor me¬ 
chanics, boiler makers, welders, printers, 
etcetera; and to a lesser degree for 
qualified technicians — engineers, 
miners and surveyors. 

“Qualified Artisan” means an artisan 
who has served an apprenticeship 
recognized by the appropriate National 
Industrial Council and acceptable for 
registration. 

Senior executive posts in the adminis¬ 
trative, managerial and production 
fields are very limited and experience has 
shown that this type of position would 
normally be a promotion post in the 
company or organization concerned. 
However, should such a position be ad¬ 
vertised the applicants would, in most 
instances, be required to hold some type 
of professional qualificaiton, 

Rhodesian employers in general are 
not keen to take on temporary employees. 
Many employers prefer to double up on 
jobs and thus maintain a measure of 
continuity, rather than go through the 
induction of a temporary employee for a 
matter of months. 

CRASH FATALITIES 

We have just learned of the death of 
Larry (Chimp) Chmela 1 August 1977, 11 
days after a severe motorcycle crash. 
Chmela had moved to Dillon, Montana, 
and had returned to Chandler, Min¬ 
nesota, for a visit when the accident 
occurred. He was buried in Chandler. 

LTC (Ret) Bob Lunday, 44, was killed, 
along with his father, in a glider accident 
in Florida on October 27, 1977. He is 
survived by his wife, Ly, and two children 
who live at 19 Camelia St., Gulf Breeze, 
Florida 32561. Bob is remembered as one 
of the most dedicated Special Forces 
troopers and had many close comrades in 
SF. He is also survived by a brother, LTC 
Dan Lunday, Ft. McNair, who is attend¬ 
ing the National War College. 

BABY’S TERROR DEATH 

In late September 1977, approximately 
25 terrorists attacked the homestead of 
Michael and Marina Glenny, Highlands 
Estate, Chipinga, near Salisbury, Rhode¬ 
sia. The young couple, married for three 
years, had a child, Natasha, 6 V 2 months 
old. 

The Glennys had been on a routine 
check of their cattle and were ambushed 
at a roadblock near their home. They 
escaped on foot. When chey reached their 
home, the shocked father found the body 
of his daughter. 

“She was lying face down,” he said. 
“Her back was a mass of lacerations and 
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her flesh was white and pulpy. Before she 
was bayoneted she was thrown across the 
veranda.” 

Although the baby's native nurse had 
attempted to save the child, the ter¬ 
rorists intervened. Michael Glenny wants 
the world to know what happened to 
Natasha in hopes that she will not have 
died in vain. 

RED FORCES MAUI LAOS REBELS 

Combined Lao-Vietnamese forces 
killed at least 1,300 Meo rebels, wounded 
over 800, and captured some 5,400 others 
in the mountainous Phu Bia region north¬ 
east of Vietiane in late 1977, according to 
a ranking Thai intelligence source, as 
reported in the Bangkok Post. 

The Post declared that the Com¬ 
munists, supported by air strikes and 
artillery bombardment, had captured 
seven rebel strongholds and were ad¬ 
vancing in a pincer movement to trap the 
remaining Meo hilltribesmen, who 
number nearly 60,000. The die-hard 
tribesmen reportedly control only 400 
square kilometers of the jungled area in 
northern Laos. 

JEFF COOPER WARNS ... 

Jeff, in the February 1978 issue of the 
American Pistol Institute Bulletin, wrote: 

“Back to the barricades, friends! The 
proposed Carter anti-gun package is an 
absolute disaster. Let every voter who 
values his rights as a free man tell his 


three federal legislators (two senators, 
one congressman) that the forthcoming 
election is a one issue proposition. Do it! 
Write! Tell your men that you must know 
their position on this atrocious proposal, 
and that you will vote for or against them 
on that issue, and that alone . We care not 
what course others may take, but as for 
us...” 

CUBANS FOILED 

When a general strike crippled the 
economy of Nicaragua for a fortnight, 
Fidel Castro-supported Sandinistra guer¬ 
rillas based in neighboring Costa Rica be¬ 
lieved the moment had come for a major 
strike. 

Some 100 guerrillas moved across the 
border, overran a small border post at 
Penas Blancas, moved north through the 
town of Rivas and finally made it into the 
city of Grenada. The rebels hoped to set 
up a “provisional government” led by 
three exile politicos. Then they planned 
to call for world recognition. 

It didn’t quite work out that way. The 
National Guard — Nicaragua’s U.S.- 
trained army — reacted quickly. In a Viet 
Nam-type operation troops swept in 
aboard helicopters and transport planes. 
They soon decimated the guerrillas: kill¬ 
ing or capturing most, sending the rest 
fleeing back to sanctuaiy in Costa Rica. 
The guerrilla operation was over — the 
only government in Nicaragua was still 


that of West Point-trained President 
Anastasio Somoza. 

Somoza’s son “Tachito” also received 
training in the United States, and today 
he heads an infantry school which is re¬ 
training the Guard in groups of about 800 
men each. 

The Guard stood firmly behind Presi¬ 
dent Somoza during the strike and guer¬ 
rilla attack. As a result, the United 
States, which had been cool to Somoza 
and had cut off arms aid, decided maybe 
this was the wrong policy. A strong Com¬ 
munist presence had become evident dur¬ 
ing the strike. If Somoza and the Guard 
were to go, what would come? A Com¬ 
munist regime a la Castro? Washington 
decided that this was a real risk, and that 
maybe Somoza wasn’t so bad after all. 
(The National Guard had showed real 
restraint during the troubles — no re¬ 
pression, not even censorship of the op¬ 
position press.) 

The struggle between Fidel Castro and 
Anastasio Somoza has gone on for nine¬ 
teen years. Somoza is more than holding 
his own. 

IN MEMORIAM 

On February 15, 1978, Rep. Robert K. 
Dornan (Calif.) read a memorial tribute 
to George W. Bacon III into the Congres¬ 
sional Record. Before his death, Bacon 
was African correspondent for SOF and 
the author of “The Challenge of Deep 
__(continued on page 68) 
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All Our Products Have Something to Say. 



Brilliantly illustrated in non fading red, 
white, & blue. Order yours today by 
sending a check/money order for $2.25 
plus 35<t for postage and handling to 
I ENTERPRISES, UNLTD., 

P.O. Box 1075,Goldsboro,N.C. 27530 


^When It Comes 
Down to Essentials— 

THIS STASH POUCH 
COULD SAVE 
YOUR LIFE. 


Sometimes the difference between 
survival and death is a last line of 
defense. This Stash Pouch could pro¬ 
vide you the edge you need in a 
crisis. 

With this Stash Pouch you can 
securely conceal emergency essen¬ 
tials and they’ll be completely un¬ 
noticed. It fits any size leg and holds 
a lot of weight without binding 
tightly. You can run, jump, kick—the 
Stash Pouch will stay in position and 
will not open accidentally. The Stash 
Pouch is black and washable. 

Give yourself that extra edge of 
protection—order your Stash Pouch 
today. Send $5.95 for each Stash 
Pouch desired. We pay postage and 
handling. 



( Mackenzie 
Qompany 


Box 29 DEPT. SF 

Calabasas, California 91302 
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The cradle of combat shooting is 
Southern California, home of the South 
West Pistol League. While in Los An¬ 
geles last year for a six-week law enforce¬ 
ment school, I had the pleasure of shoot¬ 
ing with some of the finest of the 
S.W.P.L. competitors at Wes Thomp¬ 
son’s range, several miles northwest of 
L.A. Ray Chapman, Bill French, Larry 
Grey, Ron Lerch, Irv Stone, Bill and 
Marge Kehoe were a few of the sports¬ 
men (and sportswomen) who showed 
what hospitality in the shooting world 
is all about. 

My visit to the “City of Angels” took 
place while my fellow members of the 
Colorado Pistol League were busily 
gettin’-it-together for the 1977 I.P.S.C. 
National Championship Match, held in 
Denver during the first week of June. My 
scheduled return to the Mile High City 
was the day before my turn to shoot in 
the Nationals, so I was naturally in a 
dither, trying to find a place to practice on 
my free weekends. To make a long story 
short, Ray Chapman extended an invita¬ 
tion to me to work out at his range and, 
of course, I jumped at the offer. 

Now Ray is a fella who doesn’t like 
mistakes—especially yours. When you 
shoot on his range, it’s all business. If 
you screw up, he will melt your shooting 

glasses with his “You stupid .!” 

stare. If you forget to punch the stop 
watch while timing one of his smooth 
shooting sequences, he may not-so- 
politely ask you to pull your head out of 
the sand. I think you get the idea. Well, 
anyway, that’s Ray. 

As I neared “short time” and the 
Nationals loomed closer than I liked, Ray, 
Larry Grey, and I stepped out to one of 
the nearby steak-and-ale establishments 
to sample some of the local beef. As most 
of their friends know, both Ray and Larry 
are teetotalers, but after some smooth 
talking, I was able to convince them that 
a couple of scotch and waters would 
enhance the flavor of the steak. Thus 
plied with drink, Ray solemnly revealed 
the secret of his shooting success: 
“Sight picture, trigger squeeze and 
breath control....” 

Ray began practical pistol shooting, 
aka combat shooting, in 1958. His first 
exposure to combat shooting was a 
“Leatherslap” at Jeff Cooper’s place in 


Big Bear, California. Ray liked that type 
of competition and became deeply in¬ 
volved in the new sport. 

Ray developed quickly into a top com¬ 
petitor. His natural attention to detail, 
ability to concentrate, and marksmanship 
abilities carried him to the top of the 
heap. As practical pistol shooting spread 
worldwide, each major match became 
that much more important until, in 1975, 
he won the World Practical Pistol Cham¬ 
pionship. Ray’s impressive shooting 
background led me to this interview 
about his theories concerning combat 
pistol craft. 

According to Ray, “good, basic marks¬ 
manship habits are the things that a 
person should work on from the very 
first shot that they fire.” Speed will 
come, but it shouldn’t be hurried at the 
expense of good shooting habits. 

After you have become a good basic 
marksman, then you move to Phase D, 
where you learn to maintain basic habits 
under all of the various shooting con¬ 
ditions of practical shooting.“It doesn’t 
do you any good to shoot fast if you can’t 
hit,” it doesn’t do you much more good 
to hit if you can’t do it fairly fast. 

On the subject of weapon modification, 
Ray says, “The minimum modifications 
that you should have on a combat pistol 
are few. First of all, the weapon should be 
capable of six-inch groups at 50 yards. If 
your weapon can achieve this, then it 
is sufficiently accurate for practical 
pistol shooting. Next is a good, crisp 
trigger pull, somewhere in the neigh¬ 
borhood of 3V 2 to four pounds. The next 
most important thing on the pistol is a 
good visible set of sights.” Ray feels 
that these basic modifications put you in 
the ball game. Anything else will give the 
shooter varying degrees of a “competi¬ 
tive edge.” 

Ray now wears a crossdraw holster for 
competition. When asked about this 
change from the straight draw holster, 
he responded, “The type of draw itself 
does not really make any difference. 
Practical pistol shooting is not really a 
fast-draw contest, you are merely using 
good equipment to get the pistol out into 
your hands fairly quickly so that you can 
get the pistol into action. The reason 
that I use the crossdraw is not that it 
is any faster, but more reliable for 
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Ray Chapman, left, and Fred Sadowski, 
right, check out Sadowski-customized 
Colt Commander between matches at 
1977 I.P.S.C. National Championships. 

obtaining a good quick grip on the 
weapon. The I.P.S.C. clasped hand 
starting position also influences my 
choice in favor of the crossdraw." 

My next column will contain the 
balance of my interview with Ray Chap¬ 
man, covering Ray's practice methods, 
his views on I.P.S.C. and the direction 
of practical pistol shooting in general. 
***** 

Fred Sadowski of the “300" Gunshop, 
4655 Washington, Denver, Colorado, 
has, in varying degrees, customized or 
modified nearly a dozen revolvers for 
me over the past several years. He is 
widely known for his double action work 
on Colt’s Python for police “combat" 
matches. 

Fred, a fine shot in his own right, has 
a talent for fine timing revolvers, but 
until last year, he had not worked ex¬ 
tensively on the .45 Colt semi-auto. At 
the 1977 I.P.S.C. National Champion¬ 
ship held in Denver, Fred handed me a 
Colt Commander that he had worked up, 
complete with a low profile Bo-Mar rear 
sight and a light, very crisp trigger. 

Unlike a lot of gunsmiths, who use a 
standard jig to work on the innards of the 
.45, Fred hones the sear and hammer as 
they fit in the weapon. According to 
Fred, tolerances in various samples of 
the Mark IV, Commander, Commercial, 
and G.I. weapons are so varied that a 
jig doesn’t do any of them justice. From 
sampling his work. I’m convinced that 
he’s right. 

I have a battery of .45s made up by as 
many gunsmiths. (Hoag, Behlert, Chow, 
Clark are the most widely known of my 
customizers.) The workmanship on all 
are excellent and, of course, each has his 
own particular special talent, but Sadow- 
ski’s trigger work is the best I’ve found 
to date! 

***** 

Q: Combat pistol craft, a subject of 
deep interest to me, seems to be neglect¬ 
ing a matter that I believe to be of ex¬ 
treme importance to the pistolero with 
serious thoughts on suvrvival. In fact, 
it is discussed very little at all. The art 


of pistol shooting has become advanced 
and incorporates a versatility of tactical 
situations in the various shooting con¬ 
tests held throughout the world. How¬ 
ever, it has failed to consider the in¬ 
creasing probability of confronting an 
armored adversary. This, to me, is a lack 
of vision on the part of its organizers. 

Allow me to elucidate a bit. The U.S. 
military has been using body armor since 
the Korean Conflict. Police departments 
are being equipped with it throughout 
the nation. Surplus military flak vests 
have been sold to the public in quantity 
and there are something like a dozen 
manufacturers of them in this country. 
It is only a matter of time until there is 
proliferation of soft cloth armor. The 
idea that armor is restricted to law en¬ 
forcement and the military is ludicrous. 
Even if it were, who knows when the 
police and military may become the 
principle adversaries in future attempts 
by the government to exert repressive 
controls over the population? Soft body 
armor is relatively cheap, simple to man¬ 
ufacture, and is available in quantity. 
It should become the possession of every 
knowledgeable person who is interested 
in survival. 

In view of these facts, one must make 
a serious deduction concerning hand¬ 
guns. Of what value is a pistol that does 
not fire ammunition that will perforate 
body armor? The usual answer to this 
question is: “Shoot them in the head." 
In real combat and at a distance this 
becomes the proverbial: “Easier said 
than done." While a head shot, in most 
instances, would kill or incapacitate an 
adversary, the excitement of combat 
could cause one to empty his/her weapon 
reflexively at the armored torso area. 
(Ref: The Dillinger Days by John Toland, 
p. 167.) It is therefore more practical to 
have ammunition that will perforate 
body armor. Alternatively, training and 
competition could emphasize body 
armor situations. For example: Upon 
recognition of an armored assailant, one 
would have to decide where to shoot, 
according to the type or types of am¬ 
munition he/she had at their disposal. 

(continued on page 71) 
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for Hi-Standard Derringer 


Looks Like Regular 
Wallet on Outside; 

Packs a 2-Shot 
Punch Inside! 



ONLY $14.50 
POSTPAID 


CUSTOM-MADE 


For Other Derringers 
Send Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope to: 

sandalmaker 

Dept. S. 1334 Westwood Bl vd . Los Angeles. CA 90024 



Among the weapons of the world; THIS 
GUN IS UNIQUE ? a .45 the size of a .25. 


Accurate, handsome, rugged, and reliable, 
the 5-shot LM-4 is truly the ultimate con¬ 


cealment handgun. 


At $645, this paragon of pistols isn’t for 
everyone. But for those who need it, 
THERE'S ABSOLUTELY NO SUBSTITUTE! 


SOIMERLING CORPORATION 
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SELF 
DEFENSE 


Below the Belt . $ 9.95 

Get Tough .... ... $ 9.95 


How To Kill, Voll . . $ 4.00 

How To Kill, Vol II .... .. . $ 4.00 

Not Available in CANADA 



Principles of Personal Defense . $ 3.00 

Combat Without Weapons.. $ 2.00 

Cold Steel ... $ 9.95 

Deal the First 
Deadly Blow 

"Newest available 
edition of this ency¬ 
clopedia of unarmed 
and hand-to-hand 
combat .” 

New lower 
price $9.95 


WEAPONS 


A Guide to Handmade Knives and 
The Official Directory of the 

Knifemakers Guild.. $ 9.50 

Knife Digest .. $ 7.95 

The Firearms Dictionary ........ $ 6.95 

Typical Foreign Unconventional 
Warfare Weapons FSTC 

381-5012 .$ 3.00 

Special Forces Foreign 

Weapons Handbook. $15.95 

Secret Weapons of the Third 

Reich...... $ 8,95 

Small Arms Ammunition 

Identification Guide . . $ 6.00 

A Pictorial History of The Lewis 

Gun . $25.00 

Principles of Small Arms ... $ 4.00 

Improvised Modified Firearms 

(Set) .. $17.95 

Improvised Weapons of the 
American Underground . $ 6.95 

Home Workshop 
Guns for Defense 
and Resistance, 
Vol. 1, The 
Submachine Gun 

by Bill Holmes 

“Step by step pro¬ 
cedure, completely 
illustrated . $6.00 


HOME WORKSHOP CHUNS 


FOR DEFENSE AND RESISTANCE 

VoluiTW O"* Th* Siibm*chift« Gun 
By Bill HoJmai 


The Complete Book of Knife 

Fighting. ------ - ..... $10.95 

A Primer of Military Knives___ $ 4.00 


SILENCERS 


SILENCERS FOR 
HAND FIREARMS 



Silencers For 
Hand Firearms 

by Siegfried F. Huebner 

"Comprehensive 
techniques, draw¬ 
ings and photo¬ 
graphs compiled 
from secret 
sources.“ 

clothbound $9.95 

Firearms Silencers .. . $ 6.00 

U.S. Silencer Patents . $29.95 

Acoustic Study Program on 

Silencers... _ $ 7.95 

The Quiet Killers ..... hardcover $ 6.95 
softcover $ 4.00 
Silencers! Report 1896 hardcover $10.95 
softcover $ 9,95 
Silencers, Snipers & Assassins .. $15.95 
Silencers Patents, Vol. Ill, 

Foreign Patents, 1901-1978 .. $15.00 


MILITARY 

SCIENCE 


Map Reading, FM 21-26......... $ 5.00 

Special Forces Operational 
Techniques, FM 31-20 ..... $ 9.95 

Combat Training of the Individual 

Soldier & Patrolling ..$ 6.00 

Civil Disturbances Handbook for 
Small Unit Leaders . $ 3.00 

The Scout. . . $ 3.00 

Combat in Russian Forests 
& Swamps ...... $ 3.00 

Special Forces Handbook . . $ 5.00 

Jungle Operations, FM 31-35 . $ 5.00 

Mercenary’s Manual . $ 6.95 

How To Be A Good Communist. $ 4.00 
Enemy POWs and Civilian Internees, 

FM 19-40. .......... $ 4.00 

Hits Count!.. ...... $ 4.00 

Combat in Fortified & Built-Up 
Areas, FM 31-50 .... .... $ 4.00 

Patrolling & Tracking ... .. .... $ 2.00 

Ranger Handbook . __ ....... $ 5.00 

War Dogs; TM ;10-396 . .... $ 6.00 

Kill or Get Killed ..... ..$15.95 

Basic Criminal Investigation.... $ 4.00 
An Evaluation of Police Handgun 
Ammunition: Summary Report $ 4.00 

Police Defensive Tactics _ $ 6.95 

Riot Control Materials and 
Techniques .. $ 9.95 


EXPLOSIVES 


OSS Sabotage & Demolition 

Manual .. $12.95 

Improvised Munitions Handbook $10.00 
CIA Ammunition & Explosive 
Supply Catalog .. .....$ 7.95 

CIA Explosives for Sabotage .... $ 5.95 

Manual of Explosives, Military 
Pyrotechnics & Chemical 

Warefare Agents _$ 7.00 

The Pyrotechnists Treasury.$ 9.95 

Special Forces Demolition 

Techniques ..$ 3.50 

USMC Destruction by Demolition, 

! Incendiaries and Sabotage . $12.95 
Hi-Low Boom. $ 4.50 


Underwater 
Demolition Team 
Handbook 

“Once again avail¬ 
able, the formerly 
restricted Navy 
‘bible’ for frogmen 
and SEALS 

$9.95 


The Chemistry of Powder & 

Explosives . $10.00 

Unconventional Warfare Devices 
and Techniques, TM 31-200-1 $10.00 

Explosive Trains ... $ 6.00 

Explosives and Demolitions, 

FM 5-25.. $ 5.00 

Physical Security, FM 19-30.$ 7.00 

Improvised Munitions Systems .. $ 5.00 


SNIPING 



LIMITED WAR 
<■ SNIPING 



Limited War 
Sniping 

By Peter R Senich 

“The first detailed 
history of modern 
sniping techniques 
and weaponry. ‘ 

Clothbound $15.95 

Special Forces Combat Firing 

Techniques .. . .. $12.95 

Sniping in France .. . $ 6.00 

Counter Sniper Guide ...$ 2.00 

Shooting to Live. $ 5.95 

Sniping — U.S. Marine Corps ... $ 6.95 

Principles of Quick Kill . ..$ 4.00 

U.S, Army Sniping Training 
Manual ..$ 8.95 
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GUERRILLA 

WARFARE 


SPIES/ 

WARFARE 


SURVIVAL 


Handbook on Anti-Mau Mau 

Operations. $ 8.00 

Ambush & Counter Ambush $ 3.00 

Advisor Handbood for 
Counterinsurgency, FM 31-73 . $ 5.00 
Mini-Manual for the Urban 

Guerrilla ...$ 2.50 

Total Resistance __ ........... $ 9.95 

Chinese Guerrilla Warfare Tactics $ 4.00 
Guerrilla Warfare . $ 3.50 

Counterguerrilla Operations, 

FM 31-6. .$ 4.00 

Mechanics of Subversion ....... $10.00 

The Conduct of Anti-Terrorists 
Operations in Malaya .. $10.00 

Handbook for the Irish 

Republican Army ......... _$ 2.00 

Communist Interrogation, Indoctrin¬ 
ation, and Exploitation of 
POW’s .. ... $ 4.00 

Field Fortifications, FM 5-15 ... $ 3.00 

U.S. Army Guerrilla Warfare. . $ 5.00 

Insurgency as a Strategic 

Problem .. __ $ 3.00 

We Shall Fight in The Streets $ 3.00 

Revolutionary Warfare in the 

MidEast...$ 6.00 

Leader’s Guide for Operations in 
Southeast Asia . $ 2.00 

150 Questions for an Urban 
Guerrilla $ 3.00 

Infantry Training . $ 2.00 


The Plumber s Kitchen. $12.95 

CIA Special Weapons Supply 
Catalog $ 5.95 

The Lock Pick Design Manual. $ 5.00 


Assassination. 
Theory and 
Practice 

by Richard Camellion 

“The inside story 
on the history of 
assassinations. ” 

$ 6.00 


CIA Flaps and Seals Manual $ 5.95 
OSS Special Weapons Catalog .. $ 5.95 
OSS CIA Locks. Picks and Clicks $ 5.95 


Selected Examples of Possible 
Approaches to Electronic 
Communications Interception 
Operations ................ $10.00 

Brain-Washing: A Synthesis of 
the Russian Textbook on 

Psychopoiitics. $ 3.00 

Lock Picking Simplified ... $ 4.95 

Black Medicine . ............ $ 8.00 

Behavior Modification , $ 6.00 

How to Avoid Electronic 
Eavesdropping .... $ 7.95 

The Service, Memoirs of General 
Reinhard Gehlen $10.00 


ASSASSINATION 

Theory and Practice 
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Financial & Physical Survival_$ 9.95 

Survival Guns . . $ 7.95 

Never Say Die . $ 6.00 

Survival! . $ 4.00 

Afoot in the Desert $ 3.00 

Fieldcraft, Sniping, & Intelligence $ 5.00 
Basic Cold Weather Manual.... $ 6.00 
Medical Advisor’s Handbook .. $ 6.00 


SAVE YOUR LICENSE 

A Driver’s Survival Guide 

by Gene Mason 



“The first book ever published on beat¬ 
ing America’s unjust 55 m.p.h. speed 
limit. Covers radar techniques, legal 
loopholes, CB and much more.”$8.95 



ORDER FORM 

PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307-HF , BOULDER, COLORADO, 80306 

PLEASE RUSH ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: 


SEND $.100 
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PALADIN 

CATALOG 


Please include $1.00 per order for postage and handling charge. 
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L00K1NG\0* QUALITY ? 

1 Flash Suppressor iin ap 
Reg. or set back 

*16"Barrel w/barrel 
extension and 56995 
installation kit. 

1 Gas tube-short type $945 
★ XM177E2 ★ 

• "Colt" Hand guard 

w/heat shields and $2795 


round end cap. 

• Cone ty pe SI i p ring 
XM177E2 


weight 30 
magazine 


4 to 6 week delivery 
25% Deposit for C. O. D, 
resident add 6% tax 
ice inquiries invited. 

ng Buttstock 
assembly, Reduces length 


57995 


Black 
ish. 

Make Check payable to: 

LOCK STOCK'N'BARRIL 

P.O. Box 3102, Granada Hills,Ca.91344 


BOOT 

GENUINE G.I. ISSUE 
(AMERICAN MADE) 

SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR RUGGED OUT¬ 
DOOR USE IN HOT CLIMATE. FINEST COMBAT, 
HIKING, OUTDOOR BOOT DESIGNED. 

CHECK THESE FEATURES: 

X. LIGHTWEIGHT 2. STEEL REINFORCED SOLE 3. 
NYLON WEBBING SIDES & TOP 4. LEATHER IN¬ 
NER-SOLE 5. BLACK LEATHER TOES & HEELS 6. 
NYLON LACES 7. NON-SKID HEAVY-DUTY 
CLEATED RUBBER SOLES. 


REGULAR OR WIDE WIDTH/FULL SIZES ONLY SIZES h 
THRU 14/ NEW MERCHANDISE 


$29.95 PER PAIR 


PLUS POSTAGE & HANDLING* 

NYLON 5-QT JUNGLE SURVIVAL CANTEEN 
CURRENT G.I. ISSUE NEW $10.95* 


PLEASE NOTE: 

i >;■] .WQT CONFUSE THESE GENUINE ITT.M5 WITH CHEAP, 
INFERIOR IMPORTS OITERED \Lbt WHO*!:. 

* ADD 7% POSTAGE & HANDLING 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% SALES TAX 


FITaSE SEND YOUR ORDER WITH PAYMENT BY 
CASHIER CHECK OR BANK MONO'' ORDER TO: 

L. T. GRISAMORE ENTERPRISES 

WAYM-. COURT. Din. SOT. RJVFHHU j>-. CA 


FULL 

AUTO 

BY CHUCK TAYLOR 


Work Continues on XM235 
Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW) 

The U.S. Army has awarded an ad¬ 
vanced development contract on the SAW 
to Ford Aerospace and Communications 
Corporation, Aeronautics Division, to the 
tune of $2,056,249! It should be obvious 
that the Army is getting quite serious 
about the weapon! In addition to pro¬ 
ducing the weapon itself, Ford is also to 
produce spare parts for it. 

According to the Army, the SAW 
. . is intended to replace the M16A1 
rifle in the automatic rifle mode and may 
replace one or more M60 LMGs in the 
rifle platoon.” It seems to me that I 
heard the same kind of placating double 
talk prior to the adoption of the M16. The 
Army then dumped the superb 7.62mm 
Ml4 in favor of the 5.56mm Ml6, re¬ 
versing itself after having forced NATO 
eight years or so earlier to accept the 
7.62mm round for its superior stopping 
power over the smaller caliber cartridges 
submitted by the British. 

I would not be surprised if the Army 
totally replaced the 7.62mm M60 LMG, 
which is the finest LMG now in service 
anywhere in the world, with the new 
5.56mm XM235. It would be done, 
naturally, in the interest of ammunition 
continuity. Unfortunately, the fact that 
the 5.56mm round lacks stopping power, 
range, and long range accuracy doesn’t 
seem to enter the picture at all for some 
reason! I only hope that someone up 
there hasn’t lost sight of the reasons why 
we need MGs in the first place and is 
representing the best interests of the 
infantryman. 

The XM 235 is said to feature 40% less 
parts than the M60 and weigh less than 
21 lbs., loaded with 200 rds. of 5.56mm 
linked ammunition in a plastic assault box 
attached to the left side of the weapon’s 
receiver. It is also said to cost half as 
much to produce as the M60, which 
weighs 23 lbs. empty. 

The Army also claims it has developed 
a new improved 5.56mm round which will 
make up for the deficiencies of the stan¬ 
dard M193 5.56mm ball round. Desig¬ 
nated the XM777, the new cartridge is 
said to feature a steel penetrator insert 
inside the bullet which gives the new 
round a 50% greater penetration of a 
G.I. steel helmet (one side only). In 
addition, a trajectory matching tracer 
round, the XM778, is also under develop¬ 
ment. 



Should One Load Full Capacity in Maga¬ 
zines? 

It was common policy while I was a 
member of the U.S. Army in Southeast 
Asia, to recommend to the troops to only 
load 18 rds. of 5.56mm ammo in their 
20-rd. Ml6 magazines. The reason for 
this doctrine, we were told, was to in¬ 
crease reliability by reducing the pos¬ 
sibilities of the magazine follower spring 
“taking a set.” 

Although I abided by the “unwritten 
law” for a while, I soon became uneasy 
about carrying magazines that shouldn’t 
be loaded to full capacity in order to be 
reliable, if Army policy was correct! 
Hell, if a product that is going to be 
carried by troops in combat can’t function 
properly in the mode for which it was 
designed, it should never be issued in 
the first place, right? 

In addition to feeling uncomfortable 
with the doubt that my mags wouldn’t 
reliably function when fully loaded, I 
realized that I was also shortchanging 
myself to the tune of 40 rounds of ammo, 
since I carried 20 20-shot mags for my 
CAR-15 (XM177E2). That was two whole 
magazines of ammo I could have with 
little more weight than I was already 
carrying, since I was carrying the mags 
anyway! 

Logically, I just couldn’t bring myself 
to believe that the U.S. Army would 
adopt magazines that had to be sub¬ 
loaded to insure feeding reliability, so I 
began loading the full 20 rounds in my 
mags. After all, I stripped and cleaned 
my magazines every time I cleaned my 
weapon anyway! 

I discovered that the 20-rd. mags, and 
the later 30-rd. type were perfectly 
reliable when loaded to capacity. This 
also applies to the magazines of every 
other military small arm that currently 
exists. I have tested the M3 ‘ ‘Greasegun” 
mag, the Thompson mag, the FAL mag, 
the G3 mag, the Browning 9mm P35 mag, 
the Colt M1911 .45 auto mag, the Soviet 
TT33 mag, AK mag, PPSH41 mag and 
PPS43 mag in this respect and found that, 
without exception, all function perfectly 
well when loaded to full capacity. I even 
left several fully loaded mags around on 
the back porch for over 30 days, and left 
a 30 rd. Ingram M10 mag, fully loaded, 
out in the woods for over a month. The 
result was that they all functioned nor- 
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mally, even the Ingram mag which had 
been exposed to several rain showers and 
5 inches of snow! 

It is definitely true that one always runs - 
the risk of his mag springs taking a set, 
but loading the magazine to sub-standard 
capacity does not alleviate this danger. 
All you can do is periodically inspect, 
clean, and replace magazines if neces¬ 
sary. Like the weapons for which they 
were designed, magazines will do exactly 
what they are intended to do, as long as 
the operator/owner performs the mainte¬ 
nance required, just like any other 
machine. 

So, if you have been loading your 
magazines with less ammo than they are 
designed to carry, stop carrying less 
ammo with almost the same weight. Load 
those mags to capacity and periodically 
inspect them for dents, bent feed lips, 
corrosion, and dirt. These are the things 
that cause feeding problems, not ammu¬ 
nition capacity. If your mags are to 
remain loaded for longer periods of time, 
be sure to swap them out with empty 
fresh ones every month or so, to insure 
that your springs do not set from being 
compressed for long periods of time. Pay 
particular attention to the length of the 
springs when you pull them out of the 
magazine body. The first, most obvious 
sign of a spring taking a set is when it 
appears shorter than normal. Whenever 
you find one like this, toss it and replace 
it with a good spring immediately! It’s 
your life!!! 

Clarification on Mg’s Eligible for Individ¬ 
ual Ownership in the U.S. 

I’ve received a fairly large quantity of 
mail from readers asking where they can 
purchase Carl Gustav M45/45B ‘ ‘ Swedish 
Ks,” Uzis, Heckler & Koch MP5s, 
FN/FALs, and other weapons of current 
non-U.S. manufacture. 

Unfortunately, I must advise readers 
that very few of these weapons were in 
the country prior to GCA-68 and therefore 
most are not eligible for individual owner¬ 
ship. 

In the case of the Uzi and FAL, they 
were imported in small quantities into 
the United States before the Act. Conse¬ 
quently they are eligible for citizens to 
own. However, since the Class 3 market 
is one of totally unrestricted supply and 
demand, as far as prices go, a specimen 
of either will cost you as much as $3500. 
00, if you can find one for sale! Post 
GCA-68 era weapons like the MP5 are 
restricted to dealer/military/police 
ownership by law and, even at that, 1 
know of very few of these. 

So, if you had your heart (and wallet) 
set on a new MP5, it looks like you lose! 

Is the Detachable Magazine Really 
Better? 

Over the years, the military entities of 
the World have, without exception, gone 
to the 20- or 30-shot, detachable box- 
type magazine for use with their battle 
rifles. I won’t argue the fact that in¬ 


creased firepower is a wonderful boon to 
the infantryman, and is therefore de¬ 
sirable, as is the detachable magazine. It 
would be silly to use a non-detachable, 
large capacity mag,, but some folks seem 
to have developed the opinion that, be¬ 
cause of this fact, the older rifles have 
somehow lost their tactical efficiency. 

An excellent example of this is the cal. 
.30 Ml Garand. I recently became 
embroiled in a discussion with a knowl¬ 
edgeable gentleman who was of the 
opinion that, because the newer M14 
possessed a detachable 20-shot maga¬ 
zine, the Ml was now worthless! 

I can’t agree, because the Ml has more 
than proved its worth on the battlefields 
of the world, and, in fact, continues to be 
found from the jungles of Central America 
to the shores of the Indian Ocean! 

Let’s take a short look at the issue. 
While it’s true that the Ml does not use a 
large capacity magazine, utilizing instead 
an eight-round clip, this feature does 
possess several advantages. 

First, it does not snag on vegetation 
because it has no protrusions. Second, 
since it disposes of the empty clips after 
the last round is fired, the soldier does 
not have to worry about loading maga¬ 
zines, defective magazines, or grit in the 
magazine well causing problems in 
reloading a fresh magazine into the rifle. 

I also witnessed an interesting demon¬ 
stration of reloading speed with the Ml. 
Time and time again, a semi-skilled 
operator was able to reload his Garand 
faster than an equally skilled operator 
could load magazines into his M14! 
Placed in its proper context, it is true that 
the man with the Ml will have to load 
three times for each 20-rd. mag in the 
M14. This is an obviously important fact. 
However, another interesting principle 
comes into play at this point. The man 
with the Ml, knowing he has less maga¬ 
zine capacity, tends to pick his shots and 
execute them more carefully than the 
man with a large-capacity magazine! 
From a logistical standpoint, this feature 
is critically important. 

Now, I’m not saying that the Ml is a 
better rifle than the M14. What I am 
saying is that because a weapons system 
is old, it isn’t worthless. Thinking so is 
rather stupid and can quite easily get one 
killed in a fight. 

Always remember never to become 
arrogant in your attitudes about weapons. 
There are countless stories of phenome¬ 
nal damage inflicted on targets by G.I. 
fire-teams armed with Ml rifles during 
WW2 and Korea. If they could do it then, 
they can do it now! Keep things in their 
proper perspective as a matter of normal 
consequence, if you want to stay alive on 
the battlefield. 

You naturally have every right to your 
own opinions and philosophies, but you 
owe it to yourself to make certain that 
those opinions are based on a realistic 
appraisal of the facts. If they are not, the 


the 

ultimate 



the 

MIA. 


Springfield 
Armory's match 
grade MIA 
(semi-automatic 
model of the 
government M14) 
delivers up to 20 
rounds of rapid fire with 
pinpoint accuracy. The MIA 
was found to be remarkably 
accurate up to 900 meters 
when combined with the ART 
scope. The MIA has all the 
refined qualities which made 
the Ml Garand, Ml carbine 
and M14, the most dependable 
semi-automatic combat rifles ever 
built. Contact your local dealer 
or write Springfield Armory for 
current prices and delivery time. All 
inquiries please include self- 
addressed, 4"x9" stamped envelope. 


Aimm. 

Ill E. EXCHANGE. DEPT. SF 
GENESEO, ILLINOIS 61254 
309/944-5138 
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\ \n spare time-1 

I NO PREVIOUS 
| TRAINING 
NECESSARY! 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting... If 
crime prevention, helping others, 
i and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
fpmen in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
- 7 | Do it.. . Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

ZIP ? J Everything explained in easy-to-understand lan- 
A* ' guage, complete with drawings, diagrams, charts 
and photos. You receive materials and instru- 
yjfhjm ments you need to actually learn by doing 

— IvTis * 1 as you Follow simple instructions. You’ll 

I Because tnis' do iCarn everything from patrol procedures, 
(criminal investigation techniques — finger¬ 
prints, photography, gathering evidence 
. . — to traffic control, accident investiga- 

1 graduates | tion, crowd control and making arrests. 

\ 


TTTTTTrSE INCLUDES 3 BIG KITS) 


CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY You receive 
camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. 

FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow- 
m der, brushes, fingerprint strips, 

■ sensitizing pad to lift latent 
fingerprints. 

J , , EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT 

VlB Includes sampling pipette, col- 
£E lection bottles and bags, slides 
■* '-a and training microscope. 

Plus Traffic Investigation Field Kit, 
Enforcement Fact Book, Illustrated 
Policemen's Glossary. 

Mail Coupon Today for FREE FACTS 

f Police Sciences Institute. Dept. RS04R 
I 4401 Birch St., Newport Beach, CA 92663 
I Please rush free facts that tell how I can learn 
! Police Sciences at home for only a few dollars 
| a month. No obligation, no salesman will call. 

|'NAME__„___ __ ABE_ 

■ ADDRESS __ _ __ 
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□ LP album. Frfteen historical German sol¬ 
dier songs & marches, 1939-45. All from 
original recordings. $6.95 


Cufltuflfir 



□ LP album. Twelve original Luftwaffe 
songs and marches (incl. Condor Legion 
and Fatlschirmjaeger.). $6.95 


SUtcasmnrutc 



□ LP album. Thirteen original WW II songs 
& marches (incl. U-boat songs) of the 
German Navy. $6.95 


Each collectors album contains only rare, 
historical material from original period 
recordings! No modern narration of any 
kind. Engineered for full sonic brilliance, 
pressed on highest quality LP discs. Jac¬ 
kets contain extensive and historically ac¬ 
curate liner notes. 

• Send for Free Catalogue of March 
LP's From Around the World • 

• Dealer Inquiries Invited • 

$ 6.95 each LP 


OAKLEAF RECORDS 
P.O. Box 999 
Westfield, N.J. 07091 

(Estab. 1971 - Member, BBB of N.J.] 


guerrilla armed with that “worthless” 
Ml Garand will be the one telling his 
children about the time he nailed you! 
You, on the other hand, will be coming 
home in a rubber bagl Uncomfortable 
thought, isn't it? 

Be smart. Never become wrapped up 
in the academics of weapons systems. 
Look at the subject objectively and realis¬ 
tically. You’ve only got one life. 

SOF Reader Speaks Out 

1 recently received the following letter 
from a reader in regard to Stopping 
Power Ratings of rifle cartridges: 

Dear SOF: 

I am no expert on firearms and ballis¬ 
tics; however, I have noticed a void in 
the area of rifle ammunition and relative 
stopping power. This void came to light 
when I read two articles. 

“Blue Shirts and Bolos," by Pat 
Rogers, Guns & Ammo . Sept., '77, told 
how the Colt M1911 was adopted by the 
Army. This article had a brief description 
of the hand gun trials conducted by the 
U.S. Army in 1891 and in 1904. The 1891 
trials led to the adoption of the Colt .38 
Double Action Revolver. During the 
Philippine Insurrection, this revolver 
proved to be inadequate. This led to the 
1904 trials and the adoption of the Colt 
.45 Automatic. Thirty years later, Gener¬ 
al Julian Hatcher studied the results of 
the 1904 trials and developed his formula 
for Relative Stopping Power (RSP). 

“The M-16: Terror or Toy?” by Chuck 
Taylor, SOF, Sept., '77, revealed that 
controversy still surrounds the M-16. I 
also remember reading about another 
trial conducted by the U.S. Army at the 
turn of the century. The conclusions of 
this trial were the rifles of .25-.30 caliber 
be considered for adoption by the Army. 

I believe that SOF should sponsor a 
similar trial, testing different rifle 
cartridges for their accuracy, brush¬ 
bucking ability, penetration, and other 
criteria deemed necessary. The results 


should be used to develop an RSP formu¬ 
la for rifles similar to Gen. Hatcher’s 
formula for pistols. The formula should 
be based on the bullet's momentum, its 
cross sectional area, and a factor deter¬ 
mined by the bullet’s ^weight and con¬ 
struction. These trials should help 
determine the smallest acceptable 
cartridge for any given applicaiton. 

Sincerely, 

William L. Southward 

Marion, Ohio 

Southward appears to be a rational, 
intelligent individual, and his thoughts 
have a great deal of credence. I would be 
interested in hearing from our readers on 
this particular subject. 

If reader demand is sufficient, I see no 
reason why SOF cannot conduct such 
trials. Let’s hear from you. 

EXCELLENT New Product for Military 
Weapon's Touch-Up Now Available 

Lock, Stock, & Barrel, P.O. Box 3102, 
Granada Hills, CA 91344, provided me 
with some of their military-type, touch-up 
finish, MG COAT, several months ago 
for evaluation. 1 refrained from reporting 
the results of the evaluation until now, 
because I wanted to see how well the 
product lasted after it has been on the 
test weapon for a while. 

I’m happy to report that MG COAT, 
which retails for $6.50, applied in the 
proper manner, as prescribed on the can, 
wears, looks, and feels exactly like the 
parkerized finish it duplicates. The finish 
is dark gray in color, exactly like the 
finish on the U.S. M-16A1 rifle, and 
Ingram SMGs. 

Again, Lock, Stock and Barrel has 
come up with a useful, reasonably 
priced product. If your MG or military 
finished weapon is starting to get a bit 
bright on the corners or edges, you can 
use this particular item. 

* 


..“THE 
POWER 
TO CLOUD 
MEN’S MINDS”... 


... or at least make an attacker 
change his mind!!! Stronger 
mace, more effective than tear gas, 

Chemical Shield® instantly and com¬ 
pletely incapacitates one or a number of 
attackers. Now—protection in your hand 
whenever you have your keys with you. Easily 
carried in the hand, this non-lethal weapon will 
send a stream of protection into an attacker’s 
face, causing unbearable agony. Floors of tears 
will stream up from his eyes. He will have diffi¬ 
culty breathing, double up, and be wholly 
incapacitated. You can escape unharmed. 
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• FROM 

'impossible electronics 

MOST ADVANCED NIGHTSCOPE/ 
WEAPONSIGHT IN THE WORLD TODAY 


FOR FURTHER DETAILED 
INFORMATION SEND $2DO TO 

IMPOSSIBLE ELECTRONIC 
TECHNIQUES, INC. 

BOX 232 WAYNE IA. 19087 
(71^687-54-00 TWX510-668-2373 
CABLE 1 IMPOSIBLE ADRP 


•totally anti-blooming 
* 80000 / 1 "minimum gain 
•high performance optics 
catadioptric & refractive 
•totally passive covert 
•high resolution 
•weaponsight models 
internal reticle, externally 
adjustable for rigid 
mounting to any weapon 


Books for the REAL Soldier 


THE GRUNTS 
Charles R. Anderson 

This is a gripping ac¬ 
count of the hell of 
Vietnam and the ago¬ 
ny of return to civil¬ 
ian life. The book re¬ 
veals the fears, courage 
and camaraderie which 
were all a part of the 
world of the grunt— 


204 pages, illustrated 
7” x 9” 

$10.00 cloth 


HITLER’S GENERALS 
Richard Rrett-Smith 

This volume contains 
biographies of 82 of 
Hitler’s top generals 
from all branches of 
the Nazi military estab¬ 
lishment, revealing 
their triumphs and 
their defeats. 


306 pages, illustrated 
6” x 9” 

$12.95 cloth 


PANZER ARMY 
AFRICA 
John Lucas 

Rommel’s Afrika Korps 
had the best tankers in 
the world. Here is a 
look from the German 
viewpoint into this out¬ 
standing fighting ma¬ 
chine. Learn what made 
it tick, and what made 
it lose. 

211 pages, illustrated 
6” x 9” 

$12.00 cloth 


PISTOLS OF 
THE WORLD 
Ian V. Hogg 
and John Weeks 
Here is the ultimate 
encyclopedia of the 
world’s pistols from 
1870 to the present. 
2000 handguns are de¬ 
scribed in this compre¬ 
hensive volume. 

304 pages, illustrated 
UV 2 ” x 8%” 

$24.95 cloth 


Please send titles checked: DTHE GRUNTS CJHITLER’S GENERALS DPANZER ARMY AFRICA dPISTOLS of the WORLD 
Payment must accompany order. 30 Day Refund Guarantee. We pay postage. 

Order directly from: PRESIDIO PRESS, Dept. SOF, 1114 Irwin Street, San Rafael, California 94901 
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★ SPECIAL ★ 

★ LIMITED OFFER ★ 

Individually Crafted And Num¬ 
bered Soldier Of Fortune Belt 
Buckles In Solid Bronze For 
Only $14.95. 



These buckles are made by Lost Wax Products. 
Each buckle is made in wax and the wax is 
placed in a mold, then melted out of the mold 
and the moulten bronze is poured in, after 
which each bronze buckle is individually 
polished and numbered. The Buckles were 
designed by W. R. Vielehr, and carved by 
E. K. Field, both of whom are nationally 
exhibiting sculptors. 

ORDER YOUR COLLECTOR’S 
ITEM TODAY 

Send Check or Money Order to: 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 
PO BOX 693 DEPT SF 
BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 





The scene is a schoolyard in Watts. 
Two high school boys get into a fight. 
The larger one knocks down the smaller 
and begins to beat him with fists and feet. 
A small crowd gathers. One of the boys 
in the crowd passes a knife to the boy on 
the ground. He takes the knife and stabs 
two inches into the leg of his assailant. 
The larger boy retreats, limping off the 
school grounds. The crowd disperses. 

Scenes like this are played out in 
schools and neighborhoods across the 
country. The reasons are simple. If a boy 
belongs to a gang, he uses a weapon 
to balance the weapons of opposing 
gangs. If a boy is smaller than his oppo¬ 
nent, perhaps because he has matured 
later (many of these incidents occur in 
junior high schools where students are 
in different stages of puberty), he may 
use a weapon to compensate for size in 
single combat. These two reasons 
account for about 90% of weapons’ use 
in the schools. The weapon chosen is 
usually related to what is available; 
knives and guns are the most common. 
The problem is not the weapons them¬ 
selves, but the lack of judgment exer-. 
cised by youths in their use. 

If as many assaults and batteries oc¬ 
curred on a city street as occur daily 
on school grounds there would be two 
policemen on every block. It is the con¬ 
stant impulsive fist fighting (not to men¬ 
tion “lunch-money extortion” and other 
school games) in addition to a certain 
amount of spillover from off-campus 
gang rivalries which has led to an esca¬ 
lation of violence in schools. Some par¬ 
ents, faculty, and civil libertarians oppose 
security officers or police on high school 
campuses, but there is no doubt that the 


level of everyday violence would drop 
if there were more full-time peacekeepers 
in the schools. 

In the example given above (an actual 
incident) the boy on the ground used 
what most would consider a reasonable 
amount of force to deter his attacker. If 
the rules of evidence in juvenile hearings 
were the same as those in adult courts, 
he could probably demonstrate self- 
defense because a) he was not carrying 
the knife himself in a premeditated 
readiness for violence, b) he did not use 
the knife until he was in danger of seri¬ 
ous injury, c) he used the knife on a non- 
vital target, indicating a desire to do as 
little damage as possible, just enough to 
deflect the attack, and d) he did not con¬ 
tinue using the knife once his opponent 
had disengaged. 

However, most youths do not have the 
maturity or self-control to use weapons 
in this precision manner. Newspapers are 
full of accounts of fatal stabbings and 
shootings under similar circumstances. It 
is for this reason that States have made 
such stringent laws against carrying 
weapons on school grounds. For exam¬ 
ple, California, in addition to making it 
a felony for anyone to carry concealed a 
“dagger, stiletto, or dirk,” has also made 
it a misdemeanor to even possess such 
weapons on school property. California 
has also made it a misdemeanor to 
possess a push-button knife with a blade 
longer than two inches or to possess on 
school property any lock-blade knife, 
unguarded razor, or any knife with blade 
longer than 3 1 /j inches. It is an additional 
misdemeanor to threaten or fight with 
any knife. 


Take a knife — one with a 440C 
spear point blade hollow ground 
by hand; make the handle of one 
piece “bullet proof” black Lexan 
that's molded to fit your grip ... 
And a sheath — a black top grain 
cowhide silhouette; comfortable 
and convenient in your boot or on 
; your belt; madewithaspring 
steel and stud to hold 
your knife (no straps to 
get in the way) making it 
safe and fast... 
Add a shoulder har¬ 
ness — soft, strong, 
comfortable black ny¬ 
lon; fully adjustable to 
your body size... 
Put the rig together 
and you’ve got... 



NINJA 


the knife system for almost everything 


To order yours send $44.95 to: 
ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UN LTD. 

P.O. BOX 18595-SQF 
ATLANTA, GA 30326 




Small, but highly lethal, boot knife by Jody samson, snown after atiacnmem oi 
micarta handles (six-pin construction with thong hole). This minimum-size boot 
knife, with the finger groove serving in place of a quillon, is one of the slickest 
designs author has ever seen. 
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Knife fighting in this country is mainly 
reserved for teenagers. For most youths, 
guns are more difficult to obtain and 
more difficult to conceal. 

Because of concealment problems, the 
typical street knife is a folder with blade 
length of four inches or less. However, 
there are exceptions to this rule. Some 
“biker” gangs in California prefer to buy 
a large sheath knife and display it on 
their handlebars as a message to rival 
gang members to “be careful.” Obvious¬ 
ly, the bigger the knife the greater the 
deterrent effect. 

Much knife use by youthful criminals 
cannot be classified knife fighting. For 
example, a pair of youths recently 
stabbed a woman twice in the stomach 
in order to steal her purse. By the same 
token, when a soldier stabs an enemy 
sentry from behind this cannot be con¬ 
sidered knife fighting in the strict sense 
of the word. Likewise, the military use 
of a knife to “interrogate” suspected 
insurgents cannot be classified as knife 
fighting. 

“Fighting” requires that opponents 
be face to face and of approximately 
equal skills and weapons. For example, 
two men (or youths) squared off with 
short knife against large physique, knife 
against knife, knife against machete, 
knife against club, knife against pistol 
(at contact distance) could be said to 
be fighting. 

The classic form of knife fighting is 
the knife against knife. Among juveniles 
this may be a fight to “first blood.” 
Two boys may decide that “honor” re¬ 
quires that they fight with knives but 


just for “nicks, no sticks.” The most 
highly developed form of first blood 
duels were the sabre duels in German 
universities (such as Heidelberg). Fra¬ 
ternities would organize contests which 
involved use of the schlaeger, a modified 
fencing sabre sharpened at the end but 
with no point. Opponents were well 
padded; only the cheeks were exposed 
to attack. Opponents were required to 
stand straight a fixed distance apart 
so that only the last six inches of blade 
could reach the face. Matches might 
require a fixed number of exchanges, 
such as 24 cuts, or a fixed time limit, 
such as 14 minutes. Iron goggles pro¬ 
tected the eyes and nose, but the cheeks 
might receive several cuts (called a 
schmiss or duelling scar) during these 
exchanges. 

Needless to say, these fencing matches 
might involve quite a bit of pain and 
endurance, but, except for the danger of 
blood poisoning, they were about as safe 
as duelling will ever be. Unfortunately, 
first blood knife duels are not so regula¬ 
ted and may easily get out of hand. There 
is no guarantee that both individuals 
will have enough self control to restrict 
themselves to minor cuts to the extrem¬ 
ities. 

The second type of knife fighting is 
the fight to disablement. Both lighters 
continue until one can no longer defend 
himself. A fellow from Afghanistan once 
told me about witnessing two boys ex¬ 
change knife blows to each other’s shoul¬ 
ders (one at a time) until one could no 
(continued on page 75) 


D-ANN MARTIAL 
ARTS SUPPLY CO. 

OVER 150 DIFFERENT 
ITEMS 



SHOCK RESISTANT PLASTIC 
YAWARA STICK. GUARAN¬ 
TEED NOT TO BREAK. $10.00 
POST. PD. ■ 



PUSH DAGGER WITH 41 / 2 ” 
LONG SINGLE EDGE BLADE, 
WOODEN HANDLE & CARRY¬ 
ING CASE. $20.00 POST. PD. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 

$ 2.00 

FREE CATALOG WITH ORDER 

P.O. BOX 41592, DEPT. S 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 54)641 


Brand new! Mad a for- ihn U. 8. Arroerl 
Forces—not foreign copies. S*lL»EftcHoiL or 
your money back. 

U. S. Military Knives 



Marine Corps Combat Knife: 7" parkerized 
blade. The handle and sheath are treated 
with preservative to prevent fungus, rot, 
etc. Order No. l-F-112. $12.95 eacn. 

Wanit M 

Air Force Survival Knife: 5" saw-backed 
blade of tough parkerized steel, leather 
handle and hammer butt. Leather sheath 
with lanyard and sharpening stone. Order 
No. l-F-110. $10.50 each. 



U. S. Army Machete: Made by Ontario for 
the U. S. Army. 18" parkerized blade. Order 
No. l-F-105. $6.50 each. 


COMMANDO! 



Limited supply from British Military 
contract overrun. NATO contract number 
stamped on the guard. These brand new 
knives are the genuine, original British 
Commando pattern designed by the famous 
Captain Fairbairn. Comes with original 
metal tipped sheaths. Order No. l-F-113. 
$18.95 each. 

Send $1.00 for complete catalog. 


We ship youro/dej some d oy received? 
Fieasc include $1 U0 per order for shipping. 

ATLANTA CUTLERY COF FORATIQN 

0OX (I , GeCirflia .7020? 

Order Anytime! (404) #22 17(H) 



Top; “Odin’s Claw” folding fighting knife designed by E.G. Brooker of Cincin¬ 
nati and made by Wayne Goddard of Eugene, Oregon. 

Middle; A tricorner push dagger with solid, contoured grip made by Wayne God¬ 
dard. Bottom; Classic Gerber Mark II survival knife. 
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M.P.L.A. SUPPORTER ... 

Dear Sir: 

On the politics of mercenary war in 
southern Africa, surely you must know 
that the African struggle is . . . far more 
complicated than you seem to paint it. 

Far from simply fighting “the same 
enemy we fought in Korea and Viet¬ 
nam,” the F.N.L.A., for which Danny 
Gearhart fought and died in Angola 
was/is a force strongly supported by 
“Red” China, the West’s main antago¬ 
nist in Korea and a key opponent in Viet¬ 
nam! 

The matter is far more complex: An¬ 
gola and Africa generally have had the 
misfortune to be trapped in the sordid 
big-power politics of the continuing Cold 
War. 

At the same time I should like you to 
know that not all of your political (and 
potential military) opponents are typically 
“heartless Red devils.” 

There are some of us—I know I am not 
alone—who indeed otherwise supported 
and still support the M.P.L.A. govern¬ 
ment of Angola, and now support the 
“Zimbabwe” forces in Rhodesia, who 
nonetheless viewed the mercenaries’ 
trial and execution as glaring, patent, in¬ 
defensible and criminal atrocities. 

I can only emphasize and re-emphasize 
a continuous, unbroken, long-standing 
horror at this kind of conduct, which has 
all too often marred the best efforts of 
all sides in this century’s vicious ideo¬ 
logical wars, despite the adamant and 
anguished opposition of all honorable 
combatants.. . . 

Yours for the Geneva Conven¬ 
tions, at least, 

Robert H. Ross 
New York, New York 


THUMBS DOWN ... 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

Your March ’78 issue really hit an all- 
time low with the article, “Bounty Hunt¬ 
ing in Africa—Pros at Work,” you say, no 
less. Are those guys supposed to be really 
cool or what? Degrading the locals, 
parading around in Hustler t-shirts— 
yeah, those guys are really squared away. 
(You can tell just by looking at these guys 
that they’re a bunch of assholes.) 


Apparently, these guys didn’t learn 
anything in Vietnam. I suggest you send 
them copies of The Ugly American so 
they can get acquainted with themselves. 
Why not try to keep this trash out of your 
magazine? I thought your cover had the 
word “professional” on it. 

Your Friend, 

D. Mete 

Port Carbon, Pennsylvania 

KUDOS AND QUERY... 

Sirs: 

Congratulations on your May ’78 
cover , but I think that we will all miss the 
old Time magazine style “red border.” 

Jeff Cooper did it again with his essay, 
“Rhodesia Unbowed,” Has to be the very 
best essay I’ve ever read since “The 
Deadly Americans” (Fall ’76). Lt. Col. 
Cooper not only shoots from the hip, but 
he hits the target. 

Thanks for another 
great issue of SOF, 

Bill Mann 
Lubbock, Texas 

WE STAND CORRECTED ... 

Dear Sirs: 

I have finished reading (or rather re¬ 
reading) your January ’78 issue. I must 
commend you on an excellent magazine. 
However, I must correct you on one 
point. You state in “Full Auto” that the 
XM177E2/Car. is no longer in the U.S. 
military inventory. This is not true. The 
U.S.A.F. still uses it under classifica¬ 
tion XM177E2/GAV. I know this for a 
fact, being an ex-Air Force Security Spe¬ 
cialist and SPECS mobility troop in NKP, 
Thailand. The U.S.A.F. K-9 units use this 
as their standard weapon. It is still used 
and still treasured by the SPs that use 
them. Other than that your magazine is 
the best. 

Sincerely, 

Lee A. Rini 
U.S.N. 

BLACKS AREN’T BIG GAME ... 

Dear Mr. Earp: 

I know that you won’t be decent enough 
to answer my letter, but your article, 
“Pros at Work: Bounty Hunting in 
Africa,” struck a malevolent chord in 
my soul. It figures that American whites 
would find the ultimate joy in hunting, 


waylaying, and slaughtering Blacks as if 
they were BIG GAME. If they enjoy 
murdering that much, why don’t they 
form a vigilante group and track down the 
hard core criminals that plague their 
own cities? Then they would be doing a 
great service to their fellow Americans. 

Not too long ago, whites here prac¬ 
ticed the same inhumanities towards 
Indians and Blacks. Now that we can fight 
back, they go overseas to get their kicks. 
WILL IT EVER END? 

Sincerely, 

Sylvia Brown 
Yonkers, New York 

Wyatt Earp Jr, replies: 

Ms Brown — Thank you for your letter 
indicating your concern over what you 
felt was “Big Game ” hunting by white 
racists. Apparently, you did not read the 
article in depth, since you missed the 
point that the fighting is between armed 
rustlers and terrorists (whose targets 
are usually black Africans) and personnel 
hired to protect the ranches and their 
African workers. Most of the security 
teams have black members, although the 
one pictured did not. The men men¬ 
tioned in the article were welcomed with 
open arms at every village they went to, 
because they were seen as protectors 
by the village. 

In one village the author went to in 
which rustlers were thought to have 
passed by, the entire security team laid 
their rifles down in order not to intimidate 
anyone and they enjoyed a smoke break 
with the villagers. Tribal customs were 
strictly observed as the team leader 
spoke to the elders of the village, asking 
for information. The information was 
freely given and the team (with six whites 
and three blacks—if you are interested 
in the racial aspect of the unit) departed 
on their chase. 

This yvas typical of what the author 
saw during operations in the security 
field. As whs mentioned in the article, 
the vast majority of information was vol¬ 
unteered by local villagers to security 
teams. Criminals are criminals regard¬ 
less of the color of their skins, and the 
ones who suffer most are the hard¬ 
working and law-abiding citizens. The 
majority of black Rhodesian citizens 
decry the violent techniques used by 
two “nationalist" movements based in 
Zambia and Mozambique, preferring the 
options of constitutional government 
offered by the other three major groups 
which promise free elections when they 
take over. Therefore, the two violent 
groups feel compelled to direct their 
terrorist tactics against the people of 
the villages who do not care for them or 
their methods. 

Your comments on vigilante groups in 
the U.S. to take care of problems the 
courts seem no longer able to handle may 
have merit. We sincerely hope that you 
are one of the members of your com¬ 
munity who is taking active steps to 
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encourage your fellow citizens to fight 
crime , no matter what the color of the 
perpetrator's skin . 

CROSS BOW COMPLAINT ... 

Dear Sirs: 

We refer to the advertisement for 
Barnett crossbows which appeared in 
the May 1978 issue of Soldier of Fortune 
magazine. 

This advertisement was placed by 
Horizon Industries, and we wish to state 
publicly that we disapprove of the ad¬ 
vertising theme. 

Our crossbows are manufactured for 
the purposes of hunting and target 
shooting, and not for military purposes. 

. . . We attest to your readers that 
B. & P. Barnett (Canada) Limited, nei¬ 
ther endorses, nor condones, advertising 
which depicts the taking of human life 
with our products. 

Yours sincerely, 

David E. Morrison, President 
B. & P. Barnett (Canada) Ltd. 
London, Ontario 
Canada 

VIETNAM LEGION 
Dear Mr. Reisinger: 

As you may have gathered, I am 
interested in contacting Vietnam veterans 
of all nations. I believe we have some¬ 
what unique experiences, both in the 
service and after. 

I served with 12 field regiment, Royal 
Australian Artillery, as an armorer, gun- 
fitter during 1971 in Phuc Touy, Saigon 
and Vung Tau as well as various F.S.B.s 
around the Province. 

Since our return, we have formed a 
social and welfare club called “Vietnam 
Legion.” 1 have enclosed a car sticker. 
Our marching Banner is the same, with 
the words “LEST WE FORGET” across 
theD.M.Z.... 

Please find a copy of our ideals and I 
hope we are in agreement: 

THE VIETNAM LEGION 
Designed strictly for veterans of the 
Vietnam campaign. If you spent even one 
day in Vietnam you are eligible to join. 

Our aims are: 

(a) To encourage among members a 
spirit of loyalty to the Crown and Com¬ 
monwealth of Australia and to perpetrate 
a sense of Comradeship within the com¬ 
munity, such as was attained in the 
Australian armed services during the 
Vietnam Campaign. 

(b) To grant financial or other assistance 
to members of the association in special 
cases of distress and/or their widows, 
children, orphans or relations of those 
members or their widows, children or 
relations of any other person as may be 
determined by the Committee. 

(c) To participate, as a representative 
body of the Vietnam Campaign, in 
Remembrance Services and other such 
Memorial services that may be held. 

(continued on page 68) 


THIS BOOK PREPARES 
YOU FOR TERRORISM, 
FOOD SHORTAGES,. .. 
MONETARY COLLAPSE, 
A DICTATORSHIP, AND 
GUN CONFISCATION!!! 





TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 
TROUBLED AMERICANS hits the bull's-eye! 
In it survival expert Hans J. Schneider reveals 
his proven plan for YOUR freedom and sur¬ 
vival in the midst of economic and civil 
turmoil. 

An extraordinary life uniquely qualified 
Hans to write il JUST FOR TIMES LIKE 
THESE! He endured much physical suffering 
and privation under two dictatorships, includ¬ 
ing 5 years under Communism. As his country 
struggled through another economic and polit¬ 
ical crash, a serious illness almost took his life. 
Hjs father, a former industrialist, lost about 
$10 million overnight, was imprisoned and 
told that he would be shot the next day. 

As thousands of a disarmed populace were 
murdered, conditions were so severe that they 
had to arrive at ingenious ways to survive, and 
solve food and clothing problems ... let Mr. 
Schneider tell you about it. 

Having survived terribly adverse circum¬ 
stances many times, he knows first hand what 
worked and what did not. Why endure like 
hardships if you can learn from a man of such 
caliber? This invaluable knowledge will help 
you in similar times ahead. 

Chapter 19, "Emergency Short-Term Sur¬ 
vival,’* alone can save the lives of you and 
your loved ones. It is a crash course in the 
most essential areas if time is of the essence 
and things are caving in around you. In it the 
author gives you the best and most compre¬ 
hensive food test derived from his own experi¬ 
ence and in-depth research of various survival 
manuals. Also included is an abbreviated ver¬ 
sion taken from the Air Force Survival Man¬ 
ual. Knowledge of these tests is a MUST. The 
same lifesaving chapter will show you what to 
do when you get lost in the wild country, or 
if you were relocated from where you NOW 
live, and how to provide almost instant shelter 
and heat. You will receive vital information 
on survival hunting, unusual remedies, first 
aid, and orientation. Lists of survival manuals 
and essential items for the survival kit (most 
of which can be obtained locally and easily 
carried with you in times of emergency) are 
included. 

Now discover how you can: 

* Beat inflation and depression. 

* Protect and increase your savings by proper 
investments. 

* Choose an exciting occupation least vulner¬ 
able to unemployment. 

* Succeed in your own business. 

* Make money, cut expenses, save time. 

* Get out of the rat race. 

* Live simply for LESS and enjoy it MORE. 

* Locate your place of refuge (things to look 
for, what to avoid). 

* Be completely independent when energy 
sources give out by producing your own 
electricity without gasoline 5 different ways. 

* Prepare for the coming agricultural woes. 

* Get in top physical condition with the right 
type of diet for your geographical location 
and lifestyle. 

* Protect yourself from auto repair gimmicks 
and skyrocketing crime. 

* Give your children a meaningful, thorough 
education in 2 hours a day without expos¬ 
ing them to dope, delinquency, racial prob¬ 
lems and bad teachings. 

. . . and much, MUCH more. 

Dealer inquiries concerning bulk orders invited. 



DO YOU KNOW??? 

What essential provisions la store, and how 
some can be used for barter? . . . What weed 
has a tremendous healing aetkm for wounds 
and sores (page 45)? . . . Which animals are 
the most productive, economical and easiest to 
care for? . . . What advantages the Southern 
Hemisphere has to offer? . . . Why Hitler’s on- 
rushing military might never invaded Switzer¬ 
land? . . . Why big cities will be places of in¬ 
creased terror in the coming years? . . . What 
usually follows gun registration? . . . Which in¬ 
vestments will be a disaster in the near future? 
(Believe il or not, but the funds of many 
Americans are tied up in these.) .. . Why your 
savings accounts could be wiped out overnight? 

Find the answers in 180 different concise 
sections. You will also read about alternate 
lifestyles, weaponry, and defense tactics; 7 
ways to get out of debt (page 94); 5 ways to 
identify “shady" businesses; 6 simple, inex¬ 
pensive ways to preserve your own food (one 
using just a needle and string! page 47); and 
what is even more important for your physical 
survival than merely storing food (see pages 
214 and 248-249!). 

Are you sick of it ail? The rat race, pres¬ 
sures of modern-day living? Do you ever long 
for independence, your own home in the 
country with peace and quiet? THIS IS THE 
BOOK FOR YOU! 

You’ll find out how you can wisely select 
the right place to live in the stormy times 
ahead, using the 3 “acid tests," his own unique, 
proven approach—just like Mr. Schneider did ! 
He lives in a beautiful place situated in the 
mountains by a spring-fed creek without util¬ 
ity bills, polluted air, chemicalized food, and 
noise. 

Ever considered moving to another land? 
The author, who has lived abroad and trav¬ 
elled in nearly 100 countries, gives you the 
facts you need to know before incurring the 
formidable expense and effort of emigrating. 
He even explores yachting as a means of sur¬ 
vival and a way to see and live all over the 
world. 

Learn how to untangle yourself from the 
spiderweb of political, economic, and propa¬ 
gandized confusion. Enjoy a meaningful life 
of fulfillments and accomplishments free from 
frustrations. 

Within its 288 pages, find how you can 
turn problems into advantages, miseries into 
happiness, boredom into challenge, and time 
waste of a merry-go-round existence into a 
purposeful life. 

In short, you’ll discover in this book how 
to live better today and be more prepared for 
tomorrow. 

For just $6.95 plus 75$ postage and hand¬ 
ling, it can be yours. 

You may also wish Mr. Schneider’s other 
unusual book MASTERS OF LEGALIZED 
CONFUSION AND THEIR PUPPETS, an un¬ 
disputed eye-opener written without compro¬ 
mise. Both can now be obtained for only $8.40 
(you save $1.5 0) by taking advantage of this 
special offer . Prompt shipment guaranteed. 

Write your name, address and the desired 
books on a plain sheet of paper and send 
with your check to: 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP.,Dept.G 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.SA. 
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S.W.A.T. 



U.S. G.l. NEW COND 

Entrenching tool w/cover 
Set. only *8 95 
Shovel only 

*y.» 


*3’* each 
(indicate height) 


Cover alone 

$ 2 S0 \ 


it*** G.l. Camo 
Face Paint 

Non toxic 93i 

223 ^ 2Vi oz. stick 

AMMO 
PACK 

Set has 14 stripper 
clips, 7 cardboards, 1 
guide and a bandoleer 

.*i” 

10 sets, 
enough tor 
1400 rds. ^ 

J *I5°° 


G.l. waterproof 
match box 




FINALLY 

PLACE THAT'S GOT IT ALL 
GENUINE G.l. GOODIES 
ONLY THE VERY BEST - 
SENT TO YOU BY FAST 
UPS SHIPMENT, OFTEN SENT 
WITHIN 24 HOURS OF 
RECEIVING YOUR ORDER 
JUST PICK UP 
THE PHONE & DIAL 

capacity \ (512) 663-9913 y c of letter of ATF 
75 ( ea. plastic canteenL k YOU'LL SEE. .. i f approval w/each kit 
$|00_ \ / No FFL needed 


•• THE SHORTY •• 

Quality - don't confuse these with the 
"Cheaper" copies 
Shorty barrel kit does not include 
receiver or stock (sold separately) 



Kit Include•reiything plus 
Compter* in.itnction. • 
Pair o! Shorty Hundguord* 
with Linar* 

wparaf ly 


Barral Xh). Wffiarrvl Nut. 

Fionl Sight Boh. Sling 
Swivel ft a Permanently 
Attached Supprt 
M*.** f paialoly 

And A Banal N ut Wrench 

Jll!l 


OLD SARGE 



M16/AR-15 Bipod 

New in Box ., * 9 95 
w/new case.. *io*» 



NOTICE: 

Last Minute Arrival 
Excellent Condition 
Italian Camouflage 
Fatigues in all sizes - 
Bush Jacket type w/ 
padded knees & el¬ 
bows. , 

Set 13 jacket 
Pants 


COLT 
MAG SET 

3 Colt mfg. 
mags w/ latest 
nylon LC-1 Pouch, 

all NEW ... .*24” 

Pouch only.*S Va 

Colt 30 rd. mags. 

Separately 

LATEST G.l. 

GAS MASKS 
ACCESSORIES 
M-17 Filtere-Combat Type , 


New only pr, 

M-17 A1 Canteen Caps 
New~ $ 5 00 




Proud to say that BOTH Shorty & Buttstock are 
NOW available. Immediate Shipment. Packed as 
YOU call. 



STOCK. 


HAS IT # 
ALL * 
RIFLE SLINGS 


M-17 or Ml 

^^gas mask 
bags 

-(*5" New, 




RS-5007 
or Ml Garand, 
Nylon Late Stylt 
$2.95 New 


RS-5011 Thompson 
1928 orMlAl ..$2.! 
New 


The Telescoping Stock We Sell is the Only 
One Duplicating That Rare G.L Black 
Plastic Coating Type Finish (No Ugly 
Paint). Made to G.L Specs. Complete 
^/Buffer Assy. & Spring, Checker¬ 
ed Buttplate - 

G.l. ORIGINAL \ JUST like 

M-60 GOODIES - GL 

gougers bewarel Sarge ^ 

saw that recent ad with prices 
more than 1 times his list & decid¬ 
ed to run a comparison. 

.Sarge also has a quantity of M60 parts 
Write for Free List 
(1) Asbestos Mittens 


RS-5010 M16, SILENT TYPE, 
late issue $2.95 New 


RS-5001 .30 Carbine, 
Web Canvas... .$1.95 New 
Oiler for above 75* New 


RS-5002 Ml Garand, Web Canvas .. $1.! 



$ 6Z 


theirs were over $17 
< ‘ 1, \ Our price 

$ 5 00 ea. 

$go°_ 


pr. 


Mag Pouch (carrier) 

theirs over $10 
Our price 


M-60 Barrel Bag 
New Vinyl 

theirs over $20 
Our price 

>?7” 



Essex Steel .45 
M1911 A1 Frames 
Dealers Best Price $ 30.90 ea 
5 For $ 190.00 
• Remember to Send FFL • 


M-16/AR-15 PARTS 



.45 ACP 
PARTS 


1911 G.l. 
original 
Flat 

Housing 
Parkerized 
or Blue 

*5 ,5 ea. 


Plunger Tube 
Slide Stop 
Mag. Catch 
Ejector 

Sea' Pin S .75 

Hammer Pin s .75 

Hammer Strut S .90 

Recoil Spring 1 .65 

Firing Pin Slop S 1.10 

NM Long Trigger, Alum, w/stop $6.95 

Many other parts in stock. 



Order Today. It's Easy. 

1. Call for C.OD. shipment or write 
us. 

2. Happy to answer any questions. 

3. Please include estimated post¬ 

age, influr. & handling. 

Min. $1.00 per order. 

B. H. SERVICE 

P.O. Box 479, Natalia. Texas 78059 
9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
(512)663-9913 
663-9918 


BOLT CARRIER GROUP. FORWARD 
ASSIST MODEL. NEW PARKERIZED 
COMP. W/BOLT ASSY., COMP., 
ETC. $29.50 

BOLT. NEW, PARKERIZED FINISH. 
COMPLETE W/EJECTOR. EX 
TRACTOR. GAS RINGS, ETC. 

. , . % 7.50 

New Black Handguards, Latest Issue, 
Pair (By Colt Mlg.) $ 5.00 

Hear Sight Assembly, Complete $ 3.00 
Ejection Pori Cover Assembly, 
Complete $ 4.00 

FlaBh Hiders, Bird Cage or Prong, Early 
Type w/lock washer. New. Your 
Choice. One. $ 4.95 

Two $ 7.95 

GAS TUBES. CHROME, BRAND NEW 
FOR AR-15/M-16. W/PIN $4.95 

C SHORTY Handguards w/liners$29.95 
SHORTY Gas Tubes w/pina $12.00 

SHORTY Handguard Cap $3.95 

SHORTY Barrol Assembly w/perma* 
nontty attached Hash hider. Front 
sight base, sling swivel, barrel nut. 

$49.95 

Barrel Nut Wrench ... . $12.50 

Stripper Clip Guide*. 5 lor $1.00, or 
$ .25 

Hammer Pin Retaining Spring $ .35 

Hammer Spring $ .50 

Hintmir w/xpnrg* $ 7.95 


Hammer Pin S .25 

Trigger Guard Assembly .$ I SO 

Trigger Spring , .50 

Trigger w/springs S 6.B5 

Trigger Pin .25 

Safety/Selector $ fl JS 

Sear Pin .$ .60 

Disconnector .$ 2.9$ 

Disconnector Spring $ .15 

Magazine Catch, Button. & Spring Set . 

$ 2.00 

Takedown Pin 
Pivot Pin 

Charging Handle Assembly 
Recoil Spring Tube 
Recoil Spring 
Bolt. Stripped 
Gas Rings. Se| of three 
Extractor 


$ 1.00 
$ 1-00 
$ 3.00 
S 4 00 
$ 2 00 
$ a .$0 

$ 1 50 
S 1 00 
% 25 


Extractor Spring 

Extractor Pin 3 .ZQ 

Ejector $ .50 

Ejector Spring $ 25 

Ejector Pin $ 20 

Bolt Cam Pin S 1.00 

Bolt Carrier w/ key $22.00 

Front Sight Detent A Spring $ 50 

Rear Sight Detent & Spring S .50 

Safety Selector Detent A Springs $ ,50 

Takedown Pin Detent A Spring $ ,30 

Pivot Detent A Spring $ ,S0 
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Ml-Al Thompson Original - 


Stock 

*y 95 



Walnut H& R’ 
Leatherneck 
Stock 

„ * 14 ” 



IT'S EASY 

Ordering no longer is a HASSLE 

THE BEST « THE FASTEST 

24 HOUR SHIPMENT PROMISED 
CALL OR WRITE 
& get the stuff you need 
from the fastest place 
in the businessl 


OLD SARGE 


Send 75* for our complete parts listing for 
50 caL BMG. Has excellent blowups, prices, 
ordering info. 

M 12 LINKER/DELINKER 




Sarge's own. 
for every guy who 
takes pride in his .45 
Custom .45 Auto •• 
these beautiful wood 
grips are Black- 
lacquered and inlaid 
with real mother-of- 
pearl. 

New * 1 1 95 pair 

2 styles shown or also 
available with a 
dove clutching Oliver 
branch 

NEW 


Why settle 
for less-When 
I've got the 

BEST 

(512) 663-9913 
9 to 6 

weekdays 

Si 

Happiness is a No 
Hassle 
Order! 



ments, tables, instruments. 


splints - everything! No illegal drugs remain 
but all else is included. This kit was design¬ 
ed by Uncle to serve 300 men! Perfect for 
bomb shelters, hideaways or your family* 

*89” sent freight 

collect 


Huge value. Only 


Podded 
Drop 
Case - 
Holds 


Ml -A/M-14 PARTS 


Magazine. New, 20 Rd. 
Filing Pin 

Extractor 

Extractor Spring & Plunger 
Flash Hlder 
Fnjni Sight Screw 
Flash Hider Lock Nut 
Lock Nut Screw .'Allen) 


5 3 95 Gas Cylinder Lock 

$ 100 Gas Cylinder Lock Screw 

S 1.00 Gas Piston 

$ 1 00 Trigger Sear Assembly 

$14.95 Safety Spring 

$ .75 Operating Rod Guide w/pin 

t 2.9S Operating Hod Spring 

5 1,00 Blank Adapter w/shield, (New) & 3.50 


M-l GARAND PARTS 


Aperture Rear sight 
Arm. Follower 
Band, Lower 
Base. Rear sight 
Bolt. Complete 
Boll, Stripped 
Catch. Operating Rod. 

Complete 
Cover. Rear sight 
Cylinder. Gas 
Ejector w/spring 
Ejector. Clip 
Extractor 

Ferrule, Stuck w/ swivel 
Ferrele. Front hand guard 
Follower, Complete 
Guard, Trigger. Milled 
Guard. Trigger, Stamped 


Guide. Bullet 


S 2.00 
S 6.00 
S 6.00 


$ 2.50 
$ 4.00 
S 2.00 


Housing. Hammer spring S 1 25 
Housing. Trigger S 6.00 

Knob. Elevating. New sty'e $1.25 
Knob. Windage-New 3tyle $1.25 
Latch Clip $ 2.50 

Lock. Gas cylinder $ 2.95 

Pin, Clip latch . 

Pin Firing 
Pin. Follower arm 
Pin, Hammer 



G.I. Heavy vinyl pistol bag 

Fits .38 & .45 and nearly any 
pistol with 5“ barrel or less. 
Protect your investment in your 
fine handguns. 


M-l CARBINE PARTS & 
ACCESSORIES 


5 .30 


Pm, Lower band $ .25 

Pin. Trigger $ .25 

Plate. BuH assembly $2.50 

Plunger. Extractor w/spring S .50 


Plurvgor. Hammer spring 
Rod. Follower 
Rod. Operating 
Safely 

Screw. Butlplete. Long 
Screw, Ruttplate, 5hon 
Screw, Front sight 
Screw, Gas cylinder lock 
Screw, Stacking swivel 
Sight, Front 

Spring. Clip latch 
Spring, Hammer 
Sprrng. Operating rod 
Swivel. Butt 
Swivel. Stacking 
Trigger end Sear Assembly 


S 1,25 

$ 1.00 


Some day service 
with Old Sarge 
write: B.H. SERVICE 
P.0. Box 479 
Natalia, Tx. 78059 
or call the Sarge at: 
] 1 (512)663-9913 


Please don't forget postage! 
41.00 Min. 


Flash Hlder, U.S , G.i S17.50 

Pislon Nul Whench. G.t. $ 2.00 

Mag Gust Covers 5t$100or$ .25 

Blank Adapter, Rare $14.95 

Grenade Launcher, includes tree sight. 

$19.95 


$17.50 

$14.00 

$19.95 


M-4 Bayonet, New. Parker 
Slide, M-1 
Slide. M-2 

Gas Piston 
Gas Piston Nut 
Safety. Flip type 
Special Barrier Bag for Storage 
Canvas Muzzle Co»er s ,50 

30 Rri Mag . New $ 3.95 

30 ltd. Mag.. New G.I Solid Back 
Model $ 5.95 

Bultplale $ 1.95 


Buttplate Screw 
"Extractor Spring 
Recoil Spring j 

Trigger Spring .$ 

Hammer Spring S 

Sear Spring J 

Slide Stop Spring * 

Mag. Catch Spring & Plunger .$ 
Safety Catch Spring & Plunger S 
Spring Set—All above springs, I 

Firing Pin 
Extractor 
Extractor Plunger 

Ejector Assembly 
Trigger 

Hammer .$ 3.25 

Hammer Plunger ...,$ .75 

Hammer Pin $ .go 

SearTTrigger Pin .50 

Front Sight Pin ...» .25 
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DECENT INTERVAL 

BY FRANK SNEPP 


A Review 
by 

Frank J. Idzikowski 




DECENT INTERVAL: An Insider’s 
Account of Saigon’s Indecent End Told by 
the CIA’s Chief Strategy Analyst in 
Vietnam, Frank Snepp. Random House, 
New York, 590 pages. $14.95 Review by 
I Frank J. Idzikowski. 

The most costly, disastrous and mis- 
f understood intervention in American 
history came to a tragic end on April 30, 
1975, when the Communists marched 
triumphantly into Saigon, thus deciding 
South Vietnam’s fate. The 150 billion 
dollars spent by the United States in 
Vietnam was trivial compared to the lives 
of 55,000 gallant American soldiers who 
had died in vain, attempting to save 
South Vietnam from Communist domina¬ 
tion. Numerous Americans decried the 
fate of the South Vietnamese who had 
been abandoned, among them a young 
man who had spent several years in South 
Vietnam in a position where he had 
known what was occurring but had been 
powerless to prevent it. 

Frank Snepp was the young, highly 
motivated chief analyst of North Viet¬ 
namese Political Affairs for the CIA. 
After his departure from Saigon on the 
day the city fell, he repeatedly attempted 
to induce the CIA to conduct an in-house 
investigation of the numerous mistakes 
that had occurred in Vietnam, especially 
during the final months of U.S. involve¬ 
ment. 

After several rebuffs, Snepp resigned 
from the Agency and began to write 
Decent Interval, a documentation of his 
allegations regarding bureaucratic 
bungling, alteration of his and others’ 
analyses of enemy intentions and capa¬ 
bilities to what Washington wanted to 
hear, and broken promises to Vietnamese 
employees of the Embassy, CIA, DAO 
and other agencies, who had been left 
behind during the evacuation. 

The CIA claims that by writing this 
book Snepp violated a pledge to the 
Agency to clear all written material with 
them prior to publication. Snepp counter¬ 
claims that the CIA failed to keep its end 
of the pledge by leaking out half-truths to 
the public. Snepp further claims that he 



did not “blow” the cover of any agents— 
the names mentioned in the book were 
general knowledge—as did others who 
wrote of the Agency, including Phillip 
Agee. 

The Paris Peace Accords of 1973 were 
basically a “cop-out” to extricate the 


THE SNEPP LAWSUIT: As we go to 
press, Attorney General Griffin B. Bell 
has disclosed his intention to sue Frank 
Snepp, a former CIA employee, for fail¬ 
ure to clear with the Agency before pub¬ 
lishing a book about Vietnam. Bell did 
so in casual—and, some lawyers thought, 
highly unprofessional—answers at a 
news conference. 

Major newspapers reported the news 
conference remarks but they did not no¬ 
tice when the actual suit was filed the 
next day, in federal court in Alexandria, 
Va., and hence they did not report its 
novel and sweeping legal theories. The 
department claims all of Snepp’s royal¬ 
ties as damages for failing to submit the 
manuscript, even if his book contains no 
classified information. 


United States from active involvement in 
the Vietnam War. They did not answer 
the basic question of who would lead 
postwar Vietnam, a problem which had 
led to war 20 years earlier, nor did they 
answer questions concerning control of 
territories and replacement of munitions. 
Finally, the ICCS (International Commis¬ 
sion for Control and Supervision) was 
permitted to arbitrate disputes. However, 
since final decisions had to be unanimous 
before anything could be mandated, and 
since Communist-bloc Poland and 
Hungary would not vote against their 
allies, the agreement was completely 
unworkable. The accords did achieve one 
major point, that of permitting the 
United States to withdraw from Viet¬ 
nam—but at what cost? 

As far back as 1971, Frank Snepp had 
concluded that the North Vietnamese 
Army (NVA) had a major offensive in the 
works; however, because of Henry 
Kissinger’s preoccupation with negotia¬ 
tions with Hanoi, he did not believe that 
they would revert to their old tricks and 
all analyses contrary to his belief were 
subsequently modified. Shortly there¬ 
after, the Easter 1972 Offensive caught 
the Americans “with their pants down.” 

South Vietnamese President Nguyen 
Van Thieu believed that giving in to 
Communists in Paris would cause him to 
“lose face” before his people, an intoler¬ 
able action to a Vietnamese. He therefore 
said no to four points of negotiation: 
territorial concessions, political conces¬ 
sions, recognition of the Communist 
Party, and commercial dealings with the 
Communists. When Thieu balked at 
signing the treaty, the U.S. threatened 
to cut off all aid to South Vietnam and told 
him to sign it or go it alone. The U.S. 
further told him that if he failed to sign, 
they would sign a separate peace with 
North Vietnam and Saigon would be on 
its own. Thieu signed reluctantly. 

Major problems began building up in 
late 1974 and early 1975, when numerous 
NVA attacks struck minor outposts and 
villages. The war was now being fought 
almost entirely by North Vietnamese 






regulars, since the Vietcong had been all 
but decimated in 1972. 

Thieu had been forced to fight a “poor 
man’s war,” since the Americans had 
withdrawn, due to budget cuts mandated 
by the U.S. Congress. Although the 
South Vietnamese had learned to fight as 
the Americans did—when attacked, use 
massive air power and artillery support 
prior to moving in—they were now forced 
to ration artillery rounds and countless 
warplanes were grounded for lack of 
spare parts and the spiralling cost of 
fuel. 

Snepp reports that Pat Johnson, a 
CIA analyst, wrote an estimate of the 
problem of South Vietnamese morale, 
declaring it to be poor. However, CIA 
station chief Tom Polgar wrote a second 
report, stating there was no evidence that 
poor morale had affected ARVN. Al¬ 
though this conclusion was so ludicrous 
that the CIA in Washington refused to 
show it to Kissinger, Polgar and U.S. 
Ambassador to Vietnam Graham Martin 
declassified and distributed it to news¬ 
men, congressmen, and even the Rus¬ 
sians. 

Nixon’s resignation in 1974 was a 
major turning point for the North Viet¬ 
namese. Hanoi had always feared Nix¬ 
on’s unpredictability, remembering his 
command to bomb Hanoi and Haiphong 
at Christmas 1972. When Gerald Ford 
became President in August 1974, the 
“hawks” in Hanoi pressed for an im¬ 
mediate attack to see what American 
response would be. 

Phouc Binh was a marginal target in 
hotly contested Phouc Long Province, a 
city of little consequence. However, its 
fall would set in motion a chain of events 
in Hanoi, Washington, and Saigon that 
would ultimately bring about the fall of 
South Vietnam. Its loss was a devastating 
blow to Saigon, which whetted the 
Communists’ appetite, and it tipped the 
scales toward further escalation, espe¬ 
cially when no B-52s appeared over North 
Vietnam after its loss, proving to Hanoi 
that Washington would do nothing. The 
Communist timetable had been estab¬ 
lished: increasing attacks through 1975, 
total victory in 1976. 

Early in 1975, at about the time the 
Communists were preparing their attack 
on Ban Me Thout, Snepp wrote an 
important strategic appraisal of NVA 
activities and intentions. This analysis 
projected that the North Vietnamese 
would use four divisions to isolate the 
Danang and Hue areas, with other units 
attacking along the coastline. The NVA 
would make concentrated attacks in 
Military Region 2 near Kontum, Pleiku, 
and Ban Me Thout and would initiate 
attacks in the vicinity of Saigon and Tay 
Ninh province. However, since analyses 
are generally “guesswork” on the part 
of their author, based on his training, 


experience, and intelligence networks, 
Snepp missed pinpointing the Commun¬ 
ists’ first strike. 

He thought that rather than attack Ban 
Me Thout, the Communists would isolate 
the city by cutting all roads into and out of 
it. Other analyses focused on the Kontum 
and Pleiku areas, completely disre¬ 
garding Ban Me Thout. Intelligence from 
the Central Highlands had been lacking, 
since the CIA, according to Snepp, 
refused to deal with Montagnards for fear 
of angering the Saigon government which 
hated them. 

On March 8, 1975, Communist forces 
struck at 15 hamlets in Quang Tri Prov¬ 
ince near Hue, isolated two towns in 
Quang Tin Province, struck at Tam Ky, 
and made numerous attacks near Saigon 
and Tay Ninh, as Snepp’s analysis had 
predicted. 

As Saigon was reeling, following 
Thieu’s unbelievable decision to retreat 
rather than defend the Central High¬ 
lands, President Ford sent an investi¬ 
gating committee to Saigon. This commit¬ 
tee was headed by Gen. Frederick 
Weyand, who, before leaving Washing¬ 
ton, had been aware that Saigon was in 
deep trouble but believed, Snepp writes, 
that the U.S. had a moral obligation to 
support and stand by South Vietnam. 
Another CIA representative told Weyand 
that B-52 operations could possibly stop 
the offensive but might not be enough 
and that the logistics of feeding and 
supplying a fast-moving army would 
present a major problem shortly. Snepp 
disagreed, saying logistics was not a 
problem, and that only U.S. intervention 
or surrender would stop total Communist 
victory. (Logistics never did pose a major 
problem, as Saigon surrendered before 
supplies became scarce.) 

However, senior State Department 
officials told Weyand that the U.S. 
should not have a “defeatist” attitude 
and that infusion of more money into 
South Vietnam would permit Saigon to 
defend the southern half of the country 
and possibly strike a bargain with the 
Communists. 

In lieu of B-52s, the Americans prom¬ 
ised Saigon 15,000-pound “DaisyCutter” 
bombs, left over from World War II 
and the earlier days of the Vietnam 
conflict, and the new CBU bombs that 
cause massive troop destruction by 
“sucking” oxygen out of the entire area 
of detonation. 

Ambassador Martin did nothing to 
help the deteriorating situation. He 
resented Washington’s sending in 
Weyand, as a challenge to his authority 
and competence, since the ambassador 
is usually head of the American com¬ 
munity in the country of his residence. 

Intelligence agents found Martin to be 
incapable of accepting the reality of the 
fall of Vietnam. For example, when 
another agent told Martin that Danang 


Background... 

Frank Snepp was born and raised in 
North Carolina, receiving his Master’s 
degree in international affairs from 
Columbia University in New York City. In 
1968, he went to work for the CIA as an 
European security specialist. Later he 
became principal analyst of North Viet¬ 
namese affairs for the U.S. Embassy in 
Saigon. During two tours of duty in South 
Vietnam, 1969-71 and 1972-75, he ana¬ 
lyzed North Vietnamese affairs relating to 
South Vietnam, prepared estimates, 
conducted briefings, handled special 
interrogations, and compiled one of the 
best informant networks in Vietnam. He 
has worked both sides of the spy “game,” 
functioning as an operative and an 
analyst, 

I first learned of Snepp’s book fol¬ 
lowing his appearance on CBS News’ 
“60 Minutes” television show, I have 
learned that since his appearance on TV, 
he has been hounded by CIA personnel 
and called a traitor, and that the Attorney 
General is considering legal action 
against him. 

Random House, the publisher of the 
book, had secret dealings of its own. 
When Decent Interval was published, 
only 12 of the publisher’s employees 
knew it's contents. Personnel at the stores 
to which the book was sent knew nothing 
of it, until they read a cover letter sent 
with it. Random House obviously remem¬ 
bered a fellow publisher’s trouble 
following publication of Marchetti’s book 
on the CIA several years earlier. 

The final paragraph in Decent Interval 
is important; in it Snepp summarizes his 
reasons for writing his criticism of U.S. 
leadership during Vietnam’s final days. 
He firmly believes that the United States 
must study its involvement there closely, 
because if we fail and continue: 

To treat Vietnam as an aberration , 
painfully remembered and best 
forgotten, particularly in its death 
throes , then we cannot hope to 
escape the kind of leadership both 
in the intelligence field and in the 
policy-making arena that made 
Saigon s “decent interval" such an 
indecent end to this American trag- 
edy . 

Perhaps after time heals the wounds of 
Vietnam, the United States can assess its 
involvement objectively and hopefully 
will learn from its past mistakes. 

Frank Idzikowski served as an Intelli¬ 
gence Sergeant with the 525th Military 
Intelligence Group and IIQ MACV J2 in 
South Vietnam from April 1970 to Decem¬ 
ber 1971. A former police officer , he is 
currently employed as a free-lance 
photographer, and he has returned to 
school to complete a degree in inter¬ 
national relations , Idzikowski is also a 
member of the Association of Former 
Intelligence Officers. 





was lost, the ambassador, who had 
heard of Thieu’s plan to retake MR 1, 
disagreed, declaring the city was not lost. 
However, the agent had just returned 
from Danang, where he had seen the 
army retreating and the Communists 
taking the city. Martin abruptly changed 
the subject of the conversation. Snepp 
reports this incident to illustrate Martin’s 
attitude toward the progress of the war, 
an attitude which led to the delay of the 
evacuation, leaving thousands behind 
who could have been saved. 

One of Frank Snepp’s information 
network agents reported that the NVA 
had intended to fight for total victory and 
would rather suffer large personnel 
losses than delay their offensive. He 
further reported that the planned NVA 
attack on Saigon, scheduled for April 19, 
had been postphoned, but the NVA 
intended to celebrate Ho Chi Minh’s 
birthday on May 19 in a Communist- 
controlled Saigon. Although Snepp 
showed this information to Martin, the 
ambassador still refused to accept the 
inevitability of a Communist victory. 

At the beginning of 1975, Henry 
Kissinger insisted there was still a chance 
for a negotiated settlement, a belief he 
held until April 27, three days before the 
fall of Vietnam. Early in 1975, Snepp 
wrote a further analysis, based on a new 
Teport from his informant, saying the 
North Vietnamese had a new “liberation 
resolution” with no room for negotiations 
and no tripartite government. He further 
wrote that the NVA would attack Saigon 
as early as mid-April. However, when he 
showed this analysis to Polgar, the sta¬ 
tion chief called it “alarmist” and 
skimmed it, looking for statements to 
justify his own opinion. When he found 
none, he altered the report to read 
“attacks in and around Saigon.” 

There was much confusion in Washing¬ 
ton, however, as to exactly what the 
President could do in terms of protecting 
the forthcoming evacuation. The question 
was whether or not Ford could use 
American combat troops to protect 
American citizens in Vietnam, as permit¬ 
ted by the Constitution, or whether the 
War Powers Act, forbidding the use of 
American troops in Indochina, negated 
that power. Ford decided that the Consti¬ 
tution took precedence and used troops in 
both Cambodia and Vietnam. 

The fall of Cambodia served as a pre¬ 
lude to what would happen in Vietnam, 
As Khmer Rouge forces closed in on 
Phnom Penh, Lon Nol, the U.S.-backed 
Cambodian leader, offered to resign in 
order to permit a negotiated settlement. 
The Khmer Rouge were too close to total 
military victory, however, to permit 
negotiation. Although the U.S. Ambas¬ 
sador to Cambodia believed a negotiated 
surrender was best, Kissinger disagreed 
with him. Phnom Penh fell three weeks 
before Saigon. 


Events in South Vietnam were moving 
toward their climax as the Communist 
war machine rolled across South Viet¬ 
nam. Danang, Hue, and the surrounding 
area had fallen to the Communists. 
During the hastily planned evacuation 
from Danang, more than half of the 
Vietnamese who had worked for the 
CIA were left behind to face the Com¬ 
munists. Before Danang fell, Martin 
forbade anyone who disagreed with him 
to speak with the press. Martin’s reluc¬ 
tance to believe MR 2 would fall led to the 
loss of a small U.S.-built reactor in Dalat, 
built in the early 1960s as part of an 
electrification program to provide power 
to that portion of the country. The reactor 
was in imminent danger of being cap¬ 
tured by the NVA, and the AEC request¬ 
ed permission to remove it. Martin 
refused. He would not even permit the 
AEC to remove the reactor rods, the 
reactor’s core, until just before Dalat 
fell to the Communists on April 3,1975. 

Meanwhile, high level officials contin¬ 
ued to discuss options for evacuation. 
According to Snepp, despite Martin’s 
insistence that American combat troops 
would not be needed to protect a with¬ 
drawal, two major options stood out. If 
withdrawal were made by land from 
Saigon to the coastal city of Vung Tau and 
then onto naval vessels, it was estimated 
that one Army division and 3,000 Marines 
would be needed to protect the highway 
from interdiction. Another projection 
called for several Army divisions and 
5,000 Marines to extricate all Americans, 
Vietnamese, and third country nationals 
the U.S. was obligated to take out. As 
it turned out, slightly over 1,000 Marines 
were used. 

The Communist army advanced 
rapidly: Nha Trang fell, Cam Ranh fell, 
Dalat was abaondoned, Phan Rang and 
Phan Thiet fell. The family gravesites of 
President Thieu were bulldozed by 
withdrawing Rangers in disrespect and 
defiance. The final battle of the Indochina 
Wars began shaping up northeast of 
Saigon at the small crossroads town of 
Xu an Loc. 

At the beginning of April, although 
Adm. Noel Gayler, Commander-in-Chief 
of all U.S. forces in the Pacific (CINC- 
PAC), wanted to start the evacuation 
promptly, Ambassador Martin still re¬ 
fused to believe the inevitable. 

Snepp reports that Erich Von Marbod, 
sent to Vietnam by the Secretary of 
Defense, spoke with Marshal Nguyen 
Cao Ky, concerning the fate of the 
Vietnamese Air Force. After the abandon¬ 
ment of Bien Hoa Air Base, all of its air¬ 
craft were transferred to Tan Son Nhut 
and Can Tho Air Bases. Von Marbod 
wanted Ky, who still had a loyal following 
within the Air Force, to arrange to have 
all its planes flown to Thailand, lest they 
fall into Communist hands. Ky, however, 
failed to arrange for the transfer, saying 


later that he was preoccupied with other 
arrangements, and Martin refused to 
permit the F-5s to be flown out, because 
he did not want to blacken the reputation 
of the Vietnamese Air Force’s combat 
defense capacity. No planes made it out 
of Vietnam, except for those flown out by 
a few pilots, who fled the country on April 
30. 

When, Adm. Gayler decided it was 
time to start the evacuation, he instructed 
Martin to do so. Kissinger stepped in, 
however, reminding all concerned that it 
was up to Martin as ambassador to decide 
when “to pull the plug” and commence 
the evacuation. During this time, the CIA 
had begun to destroy all classified docu¬ 
ments in the country to prevent their 
falling into Communist hands. 

Snepp reports that USAID (U.S. 
Agency for International Development) 
requested permission to fly all their files 
and documents to Thailand for safe¬ 
keeping. Martin refused, saying there 
would be plenty of time to transfer the 
files after the start of a cease-fire, since 
he still believed that the NVA would 
never attack Saigon. He also asked for 
additional Congressional aid and reite¬ 
rated that if Washington pressed for 
evacuation, Saigon would certainly fall. 
Throughout this period he continued to 
play for time. He also declared that he 
would not leave Vietnam until all Viet¬ 
namese employees had been taken care 
of. 

The CIA now reported that the North 
Vietnamese had moved SA-2 SAM 
missiles into MR 3, causing further con¬ 
cern for those who were trying to plan the 
evacuation. These missiles increased 
danger to allied aircraft, especially slow 
moving helicopters, that would be used 
during the evacuation. 

On April 7, Gen. Homer Smith, de¬ 
fense attache officer, decided to begin 
moving out 100 non-esential DAO person¬ 
nel daily. American civilian contractors 
in Saigon and retired military personnel 
living in Vietnam did not want to leave, 
since the embassy had not yet made 
provision for the evacuation of their 
Vietnamese wives and families. These 
Vietnamese could not leave without 
proper documentation, which took time 
and large bribes to Vietnamese officials. 
Smith’s deputy DAO, Brig. Gen. Richard 
Baughn, solved this problem by flying all 
wives, girl friends, and families to Clark 
Air Base in the Philippines without 
documentation. His action, although in 
violation of the laws of the United States, 
Vietnam, and the Philippines, cut through 
red tape and the contractors began to 
leave Saigon. 

Baughn’s action did not sit at all well 
with the Philippine government. Soon the 
U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines sent 
a message to Martin, ordering him to 
cease this evacuation and to return all 
(continued on page 70) 









SENTRY REMOVAL 

MADE EASY. SITUATION I 



CATALOG & ADDITIONAL INFORMATION $2.00-REFUNDABLE WITH FIRST PURCHASE 


BARNETT CROSSBOWS - POWERFUL, SILENT, ACCURATE, DEADLY 


STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE: • Interchangeable Draw Weights • Automatic Safety Catch • Monte Carlo Stock 
with Checkering, Cheek Piece & Recoil Pad • Provision for Scope Mounting • 150 lb. Draw Weight Glass Fibre 
Limbs • Manufactured in England with Traditional British Craftsmanship 


BOLT MATERIAL & USAGE 

Cedar — Good general purpose where accuracy 
is not critical but where bolt damage (i.e*, 
striking rocks, etc.) and loss is expected. 

Fiber Glass — True shafts and interchangeable 
from broadhead to field tip. Slightly wider 
variance in grain weight than aluminum. 
Recommended for combat and hunting use. 

Aluminum — The true match grade bolts recom¬ 
mended over Fiber Glass because weight 
variance is at a minimum, 1-2 grains. Highly 
recommended where accuracy is critical in 
combat and hunting. Also features inter¬ 
changeable from field point to broadhead. 


ORDER YOURS 
TODAY! 

For practical, military 
and hunting use. 

(Legal in 27 states, check with 
your local Game Department) 

For some fun shooting 
or just to round out 
your weapons collection. 


Field points — Target or plunking — 1 25 gr. 

3- BIade — Broadhead — Combat & Hunting — 

125 gr. 

4- Blade — Broadhead — Match Grade — Fea¬ 

tures replacement blades and better penetra¬ 
tion, Recommended in combat and hunting 
situations where clean kill is needed - 1 25gr. 


SPECIFICATIONS ....150 lb. 

Weight w/Scope .. —..under 4 lbs. 

Draw weight.150 lbs. 

Muzzle Velocity .295 f.p.s. 

Range.in excess of 300 yards 

Ft. Lb. Energy.20 meters.. 55.5 


Wildcat Crossbow — 150 lb (unless 
otherwise specified) w/Bushnell 
custom 22 scope 

□ .$164.95 

Wildcat Prod (50 lb., 75 lb., 100 lb., 
125 lb., 150 lb. (specify) 

□ . 26.95 


SPECIAL BOLT SAMPLER PACK 

6 Cedar Broadheads 
6 Cedar Target 
3 Aluminum Shafts only 
3 Fiber Glass Shafts only 
6 Field Points 
3 3-Blade Broadheads 
3 4-Blade Broadheads 
□ ..„. 59.95 


BOLTS 


HORIZON INDUSTRIES 


□ Cedar Target .. 13.95 

□ Cedar Broadhead . 21.95 

□ Fiber Glass (shafts only) .. 25.95 

□ Aluminum (shafts only)... 29.95 

□ Field Points. 3.50 

□ 3-Blade Broadhead. 9.95 

□ 4-B!ade Broadhead. 19.95 

(Match Grade) 


dz 

P.O. Box 18859, Dept. S.O.F. 

dz 

Irvine, California 92713 

dz 

(714) 835-7232 

dz 


dz 

Name .... 

dz 

dz 

Address 


□ BowString . 4.25 

D Quiver.19.95 

□ Carrying Case (Vinyl). 19.95 

□ Carrying Case (Leather)... 35.95 

□ Carrying Sling/Swivels_ 18.95 


City_State_Zip_ 

CAUF. RES. ADD 6% SALES TAX 
Please check local laws before ordering. 

Post Paid in Continental U.S. Certified checks and 
Postal Money Orders shipped within 10 days. Personal 
checks — allow 3-4 weeks for clearance. 

Dealer Inquiries & Quantity Purchases Invited 

Overseas Purchase — Information sent on request. 
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THE H&K 91 ASSAULT RIFLE 


Probably the most modern type of per¬ 
sonal arm is what has come to be called 
the “assault rifle,’* the term deriving 
from the German Sturmgewehr . This 
class of firearm fires a full-sized military 
rifle round—or a reduced version there¬ 
of—from the shoulder or a bipod, pre¬ 
dominantly in the semi-automatic mode. 
While most versions in military dress 
offer a full automatic option, most 
knowledgeable fighting men prefer the 
semi-automatic over the full automatic 
in 98 situations out of a hundred. Various 
assault rifles are conveniently available 
without the full automatic option, which 
makes them legal for citizens of countries 
which regard any fully automatic weapon 
as an atrocity in and of ifself. The assault 
rifle normally utilizes a 20- or 30-round 
box magazine and is made predominantly 
of metal stampings. Its stock may be of 
wood but is more often of plastic, and 
collapsible or folding stocks are common. 
The assault rifle is rarely a piece for the 
“pride of ownership” boys but it can be 
extremely efficient—strong, reliable, 
accurate, and very useful. The serious, 
universal weakness of the entire weapon 
class is miserable trigger action. It is 
true that an excellent trigger has often 
been found in the Garand family (the 
U.S. Ml, M14, MIA and the Ruger Mini 
14), but these pieces are somewhat tran¬ 
sitional and might not be considered 
true Sturmgewehr by a semantic purist. 


The most prominent examples are the 
FN/FAL, the Swiss S.I.G 510 and 540 
series, the U.S. M16, and Communist 
AK-47, the Israeli Galil, and the German 
G3. Heckler and Koch make the G3 for 
the German and other foreign armies. 
They also make a civilian version (semi¬ 
auto only) for import into the United 
States, and this weapon is termed the 
HK 91. It is the subject of this piece. 

The 91 has a variety of conspicuous 
strong points. It also has several weak¬ 
nesses. Whether it is a desirable item for 
individual purchase depends upon the 
needs of the individual. 

Any rifle-type weapon must be consid¬ 
ered element by element: cartridge, 
action, sights, reliability, accuracy, ease 
of control, trigger, stocks, and acces¬ 
sories, as follows: 

Cartridge: The HK 91 takes the .308 
cartridge (7.62 NATO). Siblings from the 
same factory can be had in .223 and in 
7.62 x 39. Not much need be said about 
the .308. It is a slightly attenuated 30-06, 
and it will certainly do. It is quite power¬ 
ful, available anywhere, it will do any¬ 
thing that a combat rifleman needs, and 
its accuracy depends upon the quality 
of manufacture of the particular lot of 
ammunition, varying from poor to 
superb. While it may not be a ballistic 
ideal, it will certainly suffice. Properly 
assembled, it will stay in a five-inch circle 
at 400 meters. It will stay on a man- 
sized target at 1000 meters. It will drive 
through 3 /s-inch mild steel at 300 meters. 


It will drop an elk, a kudu, an argali (or 
a man) reliably with one solid hit. Its 
effective range, as with any proper mili¬ 
tary round, is as far as a man can clearly 
see his adversary. It’s a good cartridge. 
We need not go further. 

Action: The action of the HK 91 is the 
famous Vorgrimmler expanding bolt 
lock. It is not recciil-operated, nor is it 
gas-operated. It is a curious and very 
ingenious form of “delayed blow back.” 
On the one hand, it has no gas system 
to require cleaning or adjustment. On 
the other, it has a fixed barrel, which 
no recoil-operated system can boast. It 
thus provides a very high combination of 
accuracy and reliability. However, there 
is no such thing as a free lunch, and the 
H&K action has certain drawbacks. 

First, because it has no primary ex¬ 
traction, it must use a fluted chamber to 
assist withdrawal of the case from the 
breech. This shortens case life for re¬ 
loaders. 

Second, it has very violent extraction,’ 
ejecting its empties with such velocity as 
to be hazardous to people in the way. 
(It also tends to mangle the cases as they 
reverse against the flange at the rear of 
the ejection port. The factory offers a 
plastic deflector to reduce this damage, 
but an easier solution is simply to remove 
the flange, as illustrated.) 

Third, its trigger action is unacceptable 
to a precision rifleman. It has a long take- 
up, a long, gritty creep, and it is too 
heavy. The factory can furnish a so-called 
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“sniper” trigger which reduces the 
weight of the pull but does nothing for 
the creep. For firing from unsupported 
positions at any distance, this trigger 
is very poor. Off a bipod it is much less 
of a disadvantage. For this reason I 
thirik any G-91 should be equipped with 
a bipod. 

Fourth, and tactically most significant, 
it does not tell you when it is empty. 
This is a serious matter. Every experi¬ 
enced infantryman to whom I have intro¬ 
duced this weapon has commented upon 
it. When I mentioned it to the designers 
at the factory, they said simply that the 
German army, for whom they built the 
weapon, did not specify an empty signal. 
To be in the midst of an action and to 
count on a shot, only to hear a click in¬ 
stead of a bang, is most upsetting. It 
could be fatal. This hazard is not inherent 
in the design, and the makers could cor¬ 
rect it by a stroke of the pen, if they so 
desired. They do not so desire. As many 
American service men will remember, 
from their use of the M-16 in Vietnam, 
there is a way to get around this. Simply 



Fluted chamber shortens life of case. 
Violent extraction also damages cases. 
Later problem can be eliminated by 
removing ejection port flange. 


insure that the last two or three rounds in 
the magazine are tracers. Then when you 
see a red light you replace yourmagazine. 

Reliability: The 91 is very strong and 
very reliable. It will function under con¬ 
ditions of extreme difficulty such as mud, 
sand, ice, etc. It is easy to strip and 
assemble, and broken parts can be re¬ 
placed in a flash. 

The training film that the factory 
puts out on this weapon is most impres¬ 
sive, showing its operation under con¬ 
ditions of unbelievable abuse. Naturally, 
a training film would show this, but I 
believe that the weapon is indeed ex¬ 
traordinarily dependable. 

Accuracy: Intrinsically the 91 is aston¬ 
ishingly accurate, practically up to bench 
rest standards as it comes out of the box. 
This is not particularly remarkable, con¬ 
sidering that it has a strong, positive lock 
and a rigid barrel. Heckler and Koch use 
the most advanced techniques for the 
manufacture of their barrels, including 
the “polygon bore,” and the results 
show. Every commercial weapon is ac¬ 
companied by a test target and those I 
have seen are more than satisfactory; 
they verge upon the unbelievable—like 
three-quarter minute. Naturally, practical 
accuracy, as opposed to intrinsic, will 
suffer because of the unacceptable trig¬ 
ger pull. However, if a man is willing to 
face up to the problem and fight that 
trigger back, he can achieve everything 
that he needs in a weapon of this type. 

I have noticed that many riflemen are 
“trigger sensitive.” Such will have a bad 
time with this piece. Others, who are 
used to overcoming bad triggers, especi- 


Cooper found H & K 91 effective in 
open country with bipod extended, butt¬ 
stock collapsed. Cooper, using two hands 
to support pistol grip, found technique 
unusual but effective. 


Optional telescoping buttstock reduces 
bulk. Disadvantage is fragility. Butt¬ 
stock should be extended only when 
shooting. 


/ 



SOLDIF.lt OF fortune: 





Cooper On: 
High-Speed 
Off-Hand Rifle 


ally from very stable positions, will find 
that they can hit very well with the 91 as 
it comes out of the box. If you have a 
very long memory, you may remember 
that American soldiers did marvelous 
work with the old trapdoor Springfield, 
and that piece had an even worse trigger 
than today’s family of assault rifles. 
Perhaps we moderns have become 
spoiled. 

Ease of Control: The 91 is rather 
heavy, at some IOV2 pounds loaded, and 
its controllability is high. The factory has 
technical diagrams, illustrating that the 
recoil impetus with this action is dis¬ 
tributed over a longer period than with 
a gas-operated or recoil-operated piece, 
and that therefore the sharpness of the 
blow is reduced. This is doubtless true in 
a technical sense. I do not notice it in 
shooting the weapon. 

(1 must always put in a parenthesis at 
this point in any piece in which I discuss 
recoil control, because I am one of those 
who is not much bothered by recoil. Many 
people tell me that they can detect very 
small gradations in the force of the re¬ 
coiling stroke.) 

Fired off the bipod the piece moves 
hardly at all, and quick repeat shots 
can be delivered in a most satisfactory 
fashion. Years ago I ran some tests with 
a scoped Spanish CETME, the same sort 
of weapon with the same bipod system. 
In rapid, controlled fire (one shot per 
second) the results were so impressive 
that 1 hesitate to describe them. Suffice 
to say that rapid, individual shots, de¬ 
livered from the bipod at middle distance 
with this piece are so effective as to make 
automatic fire almost pointless. The 
bipod is mounted midway out the barrel 
and allows quick and easy change of 
direction, In experienced hands, the G-91 
is nicely controllable. 

Sights: The sights on both the G-3 and 
the HK 91 are unsatisfactory, since they 
are the same. When 1 mentioned this to 
the factory, 1 was told that the rear sight 
was designed by the German army and 
made to specifications. I have the highest 
regard for the technical competence of 
the German army, but 1 must conclude 
that its technicians are not particularly 
interested in riflery. 

Everything is wrong with the rear sight 
on the G-3, and after using it a bit we had 
to start looking around for a replacement. 
I do not wish to belabor the issue, but its 
convex surface reflects light into the eye 
from any angle, its bright yellow range 
indicators add to this problem, its aper¬ 
tures are too small, and its V notch is 
invisible. It offers gradations of one-, 
two-, three- and 400-meters, which are 
meaningless—and it blocks out too much 
of the available view. For this reason I 
replaced it with a Williams Guidesight, 
as illustrated, 

(It was amusing to discuss this matter 
with the Williams Company. When I 
presented the problem, I drew a complete 
blank. The letter 1 got back said, “1 


don’t think we make a sight for the HK 
91. 1 will send you a catalogue.” I had 
been perusing the catalogue, of course. 

I knew, even if the company didn’t, 
that they did not offer a sight for the 91. 
What I was suggesting was an improve¬ 
ment, but I apparently got someone who 
had been assigned to the front office 
because of family connections. In any 
event, we now have a large-ring rear 
aperture which is easily adjustable, and 
it works like a charm.) 

Heckler and Koch offer a telescope 
mounting which clamps on to the pressed 
steel exterior of the 91. It costs a great 
deal and its principal advantage is easy 
dismounting. The receiver of the CETME 
rifle (the parent of the G-3) incorporates 
integral sight blocks. These would be an 
improvement on the 91, as they would 
permit the installation of the sight of 
one’s choice without the expensive and 
rather questionable sight mounting now 
available. We are all aware of the advan¬ 
tages of a telescope sight, yet I wonder if 
they apply inevitably to the Sturm- 
gewehr. 

1 use an excellent three-to-nine Bush- 
nell on my CETME but 1 do not intend 
to install a glass on the 91. Among other 
things, 1 wish to keep the 91 small and 
the sight adds to its size without giving 
any particular advantage. The “hitabil- 
ity” of the 91 is astonishing with its iron 
sights. If one needs utter precision at 
middle to long range he probably would 
not choose a weapon of this type. Without 
a precision trigger, a precise sight is 
something of an encumbrance. I do feel, 
however, that replacement of the issue 
rear sight is almost a necessity for anyone 
who purchases an H&K 91. 

Stocks: The H&K 91 comes out of the 
box with a conventional plastic buttstock. 
It is good enough, but it makes the wea¬ 
pon unnecessarily large. The optional 
collapsing stock is, I think, a considera¬ 
ble advantage, reducing the weapon’s 
overall bulk for carrying in an auto¬ 
mobile or a pack. The disadvantage of the 
collapsible stock, apart from its expense, 
is a certain degree of fragility. The col¬ 
lapsible stock will not stand being run 
over by a truck or dropped out of an air¬ 
plane, if it is extended. For an individual 
who wishes to own a weapon of this type, 
the care that he will exercise to keep his 
buttstock collapsed at all times except 
when actually shooting will justify its 
purchase. Among other things, the 
weapon is eminently controllable with 
bipod extended and buttstock collapsed. 
Very good shooting can be done from the 
bipod, using two hands to support the 
pistol grip. In open country this is an 
unusual and very efficient technique. 
While the bipod is not furnished with 
the weapon, I consider it to be an indis¬ 
pensable accessory in conjunction with 
the retractable stock. 

(continued on page 68) 


Assault Five 

This is a very revealing picture. It 
was taken by telephoto without my knowl¬ 
edge during a fast run on our field 
reaction course at Gunsite, Arizona. 1 
was attempting to demonstrate the op¬ 
timum balance of speed and precision 
on a series of fleeting targets, striving 
for 12 successive hits on a 75-meter sprint 
in the shortest possible time. Thus we see 
what might be called the ‘‘high-speed 
off-hand” position. 

According to the book, several things 
are wrong with the firing stance, yet the 
demonstration was a startling success— 
according to our feedback. This suggests 
that the classic offhand position, while 
obviously splendid for slow fire, may be 
successfully modified when speed is of 
the essence. 

The first thing that I note is that the 
right elbow is much too low. The high 
elbow position of the rifle range is in¬ 
tended to provide full butt support when 
the head is held erect, yet here we see 
full butt support with a low elbow, 
achieved by a forward curl, or “hunch,” 
of the upper body. The cheek is placed 
rather far back on the comb, as in classic 
offhand, but the 14-inch eye relief of the 
2X Leupold scope permits this. 
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The left arm is properly low, though 
-v the elbow is not directly under the piece, 

as it must be in any deliberate stance. 

This carbine (Remington 600) balances 
exactly at the rear of the glass—as 
mounted—so the two hands are equi¬ 
distant from the balance point. This is 
as it should be for quick mounting 
of the piece, but it clearly positions the 
left hand somewhat to the rear of the 
forward sling stud. 

The left hand does not support the 
fore-end flat in the palm, “bookwise,” 
but pinches it between thumb and the 
first two fingers, affording a tight hold 
for quick deflection. 

The whole scene was totally inad¬ 
vertent on my part, and I am grateful 
to Dick Brooks for snapping the photo. 
We never know exactly what we do under 
pressure, but the camera can tell us. This 
is the system used to discover the modern 
technique of the pistol. It clearly applies 
to rifle handling as well. 

* 


45° Spotting Scope 
22x60 mm 
$117.00 ppd. 

Brown Telescopies 

558 Mrllef Drive 
Elgin, Illinois 60120 




EXOTIC WEAPONS 

an access book 

AT LAST: The Only book that tells 
you where and how to buy or make 
all sorts of strange weapons, Includ¬ 
ing: air guns, boomerangs, underwater 

weapons, blowguns, oriental weapons, 
whips, medieval weapons, knucks and 
saps, and more, more, more! 

This book is an absolute must for: 

- Hunters - Survivalists 

Police and Military 

- Home and Self Defense 
Adventurers - Weapons Hobbiests 

And just plain anybody interested in the 
strange, the diabolical, and the unusual. . . 
EXOTIC WEAPONS-^ access book 
is the book for you. 

$5 Loompanics Unlimited, Box 264 
Post Paid Mason, Michigan 48854 





ORDER TODAY! Prompt Delivery. 


Tl^tVVfcfclly F*ully"! 

100% PURE VIRGIN WOOL Imported from England! 


A rugged, heavy rib knit, super warm OUTDOOR 
SWEATER. Ideal for Backpacking, Hunting, Boat¬ 
ing, Skiing, & all cool weather activities. 

Long used by the British SAS Commandos and 
Parachute Regiment as a more serviceable jacket 
replacement, Matching cotton/polyester Twill 
shoulder & elbow patches reduce piling, snagging, 
and abrasion wear. Crew neck design tor added 
comfort. Extra long body prevents ' ride-upHome 
washable. 


Sizes 36 to 46. Women’s S, M, L. Choice of Olive 
Green, Blue-Grey or Royal Navy Blue. Money back 
guarantee. M.C., B.A.C., Checks, M.O., and C.O.D. 


Phone orders 404-943-9336 (24 hr. service) ONLY 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS, LTD. 

P.O. Box 108- L PLUS $1.50 POSTAGE 

Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 GA. RES. ADD. TAX. 



WHO KNOWS 
WHAT 
EVIL.. 


Prepare yourself 
with Shadow Systems 
ultra-concealable rig for 
mini derringers. The soft 
black leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle, leg, wrist or arm and is held 
securely in place with a Velcro closure. 
You’ll never know you have it on ... 

‘till you need it. 


To Order 
send $11.95 to: 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222-SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 



NAZI Collectors M 43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only SI2.00 
Post pa id. Order vour size 
NOW. Our 126 page fully il¬ 
lustrated catalog only SI.00 
(free with order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 

W.W. #2 Ltd. (F) Box #2063 
St. Louis, MO. 63158 



Historical German War 
Songs 1939-1945 from 
original Recordings, 
U-boat Song, Para¬ 
troopers Song, Africa 
Song, We Sail Against 
England and Others. 
33% L.P. 


Hear the stirring horn 
marches and songs 
played by the original 
Third Reich bands. 

Hear N.S.K.K. Marschiert, 
Panzerwagen Lied Heil 
Motorstandarte 
and others. 


Hear: Paratrooper's 
Song No. 2, Youth is 
Marching, Ich Hatt’ 
Einen Kameraden, The 
Whole Company Sings 
and others. 


-$5.98 each - 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

Enclosed is a check or money order for 

Vol. 1 ,.. Vol. 2 ...Vol. 3. 

All 3 albums $15.00, save $3.00 

Collector’s Item 

Send to: Our Times 

P.O. Box 1330 
Novato, Calif. 94947 
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French foreign Legion 


An American 82 nd Airborne Vet 
Provides lAn Inside Look 

Part One 

by William Brooks 



1 ;is 


1 

■Jr Ip 

» * o- Hi 













The Rue d’Arras is probably the small¬ 
est street in Paris. Its only hotel is cheap 
and full of American students wasting 
their old man’s money at the Sorbonne. It 
was here in the Hotel Vendome that I 
decided to join the Legion. I had come too 
far to turn back. The Portuguese Military 
Attachee had turned me down flat when 
I asked for work. Spinola didn’t need any 
mercenaries. The Portuguese were win¬ 
ning their wars, he had said. The same 
was true at the South African Embassy, 
Since it was 1972, events in Africa were 
soon to change, but at the moment I was 
in a hurry. I was going broke and getting 
bored. 

The French Foreign Legion had been 
in the back of my mind ever since I had 
decided to leave a secure teaching posi¬ 
tion and come to Europe. Now my time 
had come. 

I hadn’t found a real fighting spirit in 
the 82nd Airborne Division where I had 
served the biggest part of my three-year 
hitch in the U.S. Army. And besides the 
lure of the unknown has always been a 
peculiarity of mine. 

I arrived at Fort de Nogent, Paris, 
early on Sunday morning, January 23, 
1972. A Legionnaire on guard asked, in 
German, what 1 wanted. I replied in 
broken German that I couldn’t speak any 
French, and I had come to volunteer! 
The Sergeant of the Guard ordered me to 
wait in a small room while he telephoned 


Author on only bridge linking Addis Aba¬ 
ba with sea. Holds French MAS 49/56 
7.5mm semi-auto rifle with 10-round 
magazine and permanently attached 
grenade launcher. Brooks served with 
82nd Airborne; saw action in Dominican 
Republic and Vietnam. 


the Duty Officer. A few moments later, 
a senior Noncom, wearing the rank of 
Adjutant (Master Sergeant), told me to 
empty my pockets, whereupon he took 
everything I owned, including my money 
and passport, and placed it in a large 
envelope. I followed him across the court¬ 
yard and up the stairs past a door into 
a dingy squad bay. The place was dirty, 
looking more like a skid-row flop house 
than a military barracks, but the food was 
hot and good. And I ended my first day 
in the Legion, lying on a cot with a full 
stomach, watching television. 

Much has been written about the For¬ 
eign Legion, most of it by folks who have 
never served. One misconception is that 
a Legionnaire may enlist under an as¬ 
sumed name. Actually, there is no ques¬ 


Ceremony marking reactivation of 2nd 
RLE (Foreign Legion Regiment). Loca¬ 
tion is the 2nd Reg. Headquarters at 
Corte, Corsica. 


tion about it. Every Legionnaire is given 
an alias. This alias is mandatory for three 
years. After this time you may request 
resumption of your real identity. Whether 
or not your real identity is returned de¬ 
pends upon your police record in civilian 
life. Your name is changed in order to 
separate you from your past and to pro¬ 
tect you from persons seeking your 
whereabouts. In this way the Legion 
Security Office effectively discourages 
anyone seeking to locate a Legionnaire 
for any reason. A volunteer has all his 
identity papers confiscated. They are all 
returned at the end of his five-year 
enlistment. Every Legionnaire starts 
anew; what you did before matters only 
in its relationship to your being a good 
Legionnaire. Who you really are, where 
you came from, and why you joined are 
recorded and filed with the Security 
Bureau. This file is open only to them and 
its contents are kept in strict secrecy. 

When I volunteered at Fort de Nogent, 
I was unaware of this obligation. But the 
Adjutant at the desk reassured me, “It is 
better this way, Johnny.’’ (In the Legion, 
anyone speaking English is called 
Johnny.) 

I signed my contract for the minimum 
enlistment term of five years. I was given 
a worn-out World War II uniform, a 
musette, beret, and 10 francs. On Friday 
evening, January 28, our little group of 
about 15 volunteers, under the guide of 
an NCO, set out by train for Aubagne, a 
small town east of Marseille and general 
headquarters of the French Foreign 
Legion. 

Aubagne has been the LE (Legion 
Etrangere) headquarters since 1963 when 
it reluctantly left its ancestral home of 
Sidi-Bel-Abbis. Algeria. In Aubagne are 
stationed the numerous rear echelon per- 










Patrol approaching Fort Kaba-Kaba on 
Djibouti-Somali border. Border is 100 
meters beyond fort. Mountains in back¬ 
ground are in Somalia. Fort was manned 
by approximately 100 native troops led 
by French officer in what was called a 
Nomad Company. Legionnaires respond¬ 
ed to area frequently as result of numer¬ 
ous “provocations” by Somalis from 
across border. 

sonnel that make any army tick—supply, 
medical, transit, and music units. The 
beautiful museum and the white buildings 
offered an appealing change from dreary, 
filthy Fort de Nogent, and the appearance 
of the post lifted my spirits considerably. 

Upon arriving, all E.V.s (engaged vol¬ 
unteers) were herded into a separate 
barracks, fenced off by 10-foot-high mesh 
wire that gave one the impression of a 
prison compound. This is just what it 
turned out to be. We were told that we 
would remain here three weeks. During 
this time we would be given physical and 
mental tests, issued our clothing allow¬ 
ance, and screened by the Security 
Bureau. 

Everyone was told that if at any time 
during these three weeks he wished to 
drop out, he would be escorted to the 
train station and given a ticket to any¬ 
where he wished in France. In other 
words, you had three weeks to make up 
your mind whether you wanted to stay. 
For myself there was no question; the 
trip so far had only whetted my curiosity. 

During this period, everything fell into 
its regimented place. All of us formed 
into groups depending upon the language 
we spoke. Each group's main objective 
was trying to stay out of work details. 


Below: Englishman Mike Schutt (his 
Legion “nom de guerre”) in foreground 
at camp at Holi-Holi. Building in back¬ 
ground is barracks Brooks and Schutt 
lived in at Holl-HoN. The VLRR (Vehicle, 
Long Range Reconnaissance) in back¬ 
ground carries .50 cal. Browning MG. 
VLRRs carried extra fuel tanks and in¬ 
tegral water tanks for extended desert 
patrols. Every other VLRR carries a 
Browning, said by Brooks to be the “best 
weapon the Legion has.” 
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I found the confinement suffocating and 
spent hours on end either reading in 
bed, standing in line, or pacing back 
and forth in the exercise yard, my hands 
thrust deep into my coat pockets, 

I found some comrades: Peters, an 
offensive-tackle-sized Finnish seaman, 
who wanted to try living on land. What he 
lacked in intellectual capabilities he made 
up for with his arms, his back, and his 
heart. 

Matic, the Slav, who only went to the 
eighth grade but was a self-taught intel¬ 
lectual who had a working knowledge of 
10 languages, including old and new 
Greek. I stayed awake many a night, lis¬ 
tening to his dissertations on the Roman 
army or hearing about his narrow escapes 
from Yugoslav police. 



Right: Ranging in .50 caliber Browning 
at camp during typical “tour de bush.” 
Weapon was always ready for action in 
this hostile land. Camouflage netting 
was as much for protection from sun as 
for concealment. 


Author with MAT-49 SMG while on 
“tour de bush,” one of many such patrols 
along Ethiopian border. Contacts be¬ 
tween Legionnaires and hostile Ethio¬ 
pians were frequent. 













Brunin, the Irish farm boy and 
Queen’s Irish Guard, whose simple logic, 
soldierly bearing, and love and knowl¬ 
edge of the Confederate States Army 
endeared him to me ’til the end! 

Penson, our translator and French ex- 
patriot, who had lived 10 years in Scot¬ 
land and who was running from mem¬ 
ories of an unfaithful wife. 

Moeller, the son of a WW II German 
paratrooper, who was trying to prove he 
was as good as his old man. 

Keller, the French-hating ex-Bundes- 
wehr Panzer driver, looking for adventure 
and the chance to outdo his father’s 
experience in the Wehrmacht. 

The Turk, an Istanbul pickpocket, who 
could put anything in his stomach and 
always found humor in the depths of 
depression. We eight were seldom sep¬ 
arated during our years of service. 

Every morning before roll call, we 
would assemble in the exercise yard. 
With hands thrust deep into our overcoat 
pockets and our collars turned up against 
the bitter wind, we would vigorously pace 
back and forth from one end of the com¬ 
pound to the next, hearing only the 
crunch of white gravel beneath our feet. 
Occasionally, someone would talk ner¬ 
vously about the latest rumor spread by 
the last group to visit the Security In¬ 
terrogator, but mostly we remained lost 
in our own thoughts until the spell was 
broken by the duty NCO’s whistle to fall 
in. 

Many exaggerated tales of gruelling 
interrogations made the rounds of our 
group of EVs, which had now swollen to 
about a hundred, due to new arrivals. 
The purpose of the Security Bureau is 
to find out who you are, where you came 
from, and why you want to join the Le¬ 
gion. This information is usually easy 
enough to obtain if a person, like myself 
for example, had a passport. Your real 
name and where you came from can be 
easily discovered; only why you want to 
join the Legion is left in doubt. Once the 
interrogator believes you, your “en¬ 
velope of secrets” is safely filed away, 
you are given an identity card with your 
alias, and sent on your way to Corsica for 
training. 

The problem arises when persons with 
no valid form of identification seek to 
enlist. Then the interrogator must ques¬ 
tion them until he believes their story. 
A person joining the Legion in this man¬ 
ner is highly suspect, and extra means 
of determining his identity are used, such 
as consulting Interpol or the Bundes List 
(a list of wanted criminals sent by the 
German Police to the Legion Security 
Bureau every month). 

Major criminals rarely are admitted 
to the Legion. The price on their heads 
is too high and the risk of letting a known 
assassin into the Legion is too great. 
Once these undesirable types are rooted 
out, they are usually turned over or 
traded to the French police for desired 


Member of Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron, 13th DBLE (Demi-Brigade, 
Foreign Legion), firing 7.5mm FN/AA-52 
light machine gun in Djibouti. Note MAT- 
49 SMG with magazine folded under bar¬ 
rel between jeep seats. Jeeps are made 
by Hotchkiss in France to exact speci¬ 
fications of U.S. WW II jeep. Recce 
squadron was equipped with jeeps, ar¬ 
mored cars. 

favors. The French police in turn trade 
them to the police of their country of 
origin. 

Every effort is made to extract the 
truth from unidentified volunteers. Meth¬ 
ods range from ceaseless interrogations 
to solitary confinement. If the Security 
Bureau cannot find out your true identity 
and they believe you are trying to join 
the Legion in order to elude the hang¬ 
man, you are usually rejected as “unfit 
for service for security reasons.” Mur¬ 
der, rape, and other major crimes would 
fall into this category. 

Minor crimes are disregarded, and 
most Legionnaires are guilty of some 
small crime or another. Desertion of fam¬ 
ily is probably the greatest. How many 
wives call the Security Bureau in Au- 
bagne, seeking information on their way¬ 
ward husbands, is unknown, but I’m 
sure the number is large. 

My own experience with the Security 
Bureau went as follows: 

Adjutant (Interrogator)—with heavy 
Scandinavian accent: Come in and sit 
down. 

A light shone in my eyes. I could see 
nothing. It reminded me of an old James 
Cagney movie. 

Interrogator: What is your real name? 

Me: William Brooks. 

Interrogator: What is your Legion 
name? 

Me: Walter Bride. 

Interrogator; What is your real name? 

Me: William Brooks. 

Interrogator: Where is your passport? 

Me: You have it, I presume. 

Interrogator: Where is your other 
passport? 

Me: 1 don*t have another passport! 

Interrogator: But you know how to get 
one, don’t you? 

Me: No. 

Interrogator: What is your real name? 

Me: William Brooks. 

Interrogator: Where is your English 
passport? 

Me: I don’t have an English passport. 

Interrogator: But you know how to get 
one, don’t you? 

And so it went for two hours, after 
which I was handed a five-page document 
in French. 

“Do you wish to join the Legion after 
everything you have seen for the past 
three weeks?” the interrogator asked. 

“Yes,” I replied. 

“Then sign here.” 

“Walter Bride?” 

“No,” he said. “Sign your real name. 
Walter Bride isn’t your real name. If you 
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signed Walter Bride, it wouldn’t be 
valid.” 

I signed the paper without the slightest 
idea of what was on it, handed him back 
his pen, and left the room: I was Legion¬ 
naire Walter Bride, the name I used for 
three years and eight months. 

My comrades had done as well, and 
we all awaited our transport to Corsica 
to resume basic training. We all had our 
new clothing issue and spent the night 
before departure trying to blacken our 
rough new boots from their natural tan. 
Since the French army doesn’t issue shoe 
dye the problem was compounded, and 
we each had to use a full can of boot 
polish, trying to change the color. 

On Friday evening of the third week, 
we boarded a ferry at the harbor of Mar¬ 
seille and set off for Calvi, the citadel 
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township located on the western coast of 
Corsica and headquarters of the 2nd 
Legion Parachute Regiment. 

Aboard ship we were assigned sixth- 
class compartments in the hold. Everyone 
was given a lawn chair and made to sit 
elbow to elbow, while about 300 Arabs, 
complete with livestock, moved in with 
us. After about two hours of very rough 
seas, everyone became seasick, and vom¬ 
iting became widespread. Soon the toilets 
were blocked. Throughout the whole 
sleepless night, women wailed and 
babies cried, sea-sick Legionnaires threw 
up on one another and fights broke out, 
and people urinated in the corners of the 
room. 

Next morning, weak and tired, we 
staggered off the ship at Calvi and board¬ 
ed trucks for Bonifacio, a small tourist 


village on Corsica’s southern tip. It was 
raining and the wind was blowing. We 
bundled ourselves in our parkas and hud¬ 
dled together on the floor of the truck. 

Ten hours later we arrived in Boni¬ 
facio. We were shown to our rooms by 
a Belgian Lance Corporal and told to 
sleep. The next day was Sunday, and we 
were told we would have plenty of time 
for arranging our gear. I chose a bunk 
above Peters, and after making my bed 
with heavy French sheets, I crawled in 
bed and fell asleep. 

Sunday arrived bright and cold. Since 
the French military has no quartermaster 
laundry service, one is obliged to wash 
his own clothes, in cold water. Time for 
this is always alloted on Sunday morning. 
If one has the misfortune to have duty on 


Sunday, he must then go for another 
week, wearing the same dirty clothes. 

Because the Legion only issued two 
sets of fatigues per man and four changes 
of underwear, remaining clean became 
a major concern of everyone—Frenchmen 
excluded. During my entire career with 
the Legion, 1 found the French to be total¬ 
ly lacking in even the most basic forms 
of hygiene. The filthy conditions in the 
barracks, mess halls, and latrines were 
completely acceptable to our French 
comrades. The other groups, especially 
the Germans, seemed to deplore but dis¬ 
miss it all as “typically French.” I per¬ 
sonally found it not only disgusting but 
criminal! 

A Frenchman told me that it was not 
feasible to clean the latrines. “Why clean 
(continued on page 64) 
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5:30 a. m. 

I'm awakened by a soft knocking on the 
door. Across the room I hear Ron struggle 
to a sitting position. 

41 Ngena !’' he croaks in Shona. 

An African waiter in white livery en¬ 
ters, carrying a pot of tea and cups on a 
tray. 

“Good morning, baas.” He greets us 
in the low rounded voice of the Mashona. 
I manage to grunt an appropriate re¬ 
sponse while clawing my way through 
clouds of mosquito netting. Ron pours the 
tea, leaning out from his bed to hand me 
a cup. The tea contains milk and sugar, as 
is customary in countries left over from 
the British Empire. When we feel suf¬ 
ficiently awake, we dress for the day’s 
work. Ron puts on his camouflage shirt, 
black shorts, and Vietnam jungle boots, 
while 1 don a khaki shirt, shorts, and 
veldskoens, as the light desert boots are 
known. We strap on web gear containing^ 
spare magazines and ammunition, grab 
the F.N, rifles and go down to breakfast. 

Ron and I are Americans in Rhodesia. 
We are part of a private anti-terrorist 
security force. We are patriots, turn¬ 
coats, freedom-fighters, mercenaries, 
soldiers of fortune, parasites, ot Crippled 
Eagles — depending on your point of 
view. Whatever term is applied, the job 
we do is part of an expanding field which 
employs Americans and other foreigners 
as well as Rhodesians in the war against 
terrorism. 

Ron and I are not part of the military 
forces. We also enjoy more flexibility and 
autonomy than we would in the military., 
We work in teams of between four to 12 
“Europeans,” as whites are called here. 
Often each European is responsible for a 
“stick,” or group, of African guards, 
which usually number between three and 
eight. Either way, the job is the same: 
establish procedures to guard against ter¬ 
rorist attacks. The clients include ranch¬ 
es, farms, tea and coffee plantations, and, 
as in our case, mining operations. All are 
located in the extensive operational 
areas. All are vulnerable to the terrorist 
attack. 

6:30a.m. 

Seven F.N.s lean against the wall. We 
are in the dining room of the hotel having 
breakfast. Most of us are eating steak and 
eggs. Sanctions have made cars, guns, 
and aircraft very expensive, but fertile 
fields and huge ranches in Rhodesia in¬ 
sure that food prices remain low. Break¬ 
fast costs about 60 cents. I glance around 
the table at the other members of the 
group. Those who wake quickly are en¬ 
gaged in morning conversation, while the 
rest of us go about the business of eating 
with a grim determination that speaks of 
too much time spent in the pub last night. 

We are an odd lot — a miniature 
United Nations. Out of seven, only one is 


Rhodesian. Three of us are American. 
Ron is an ex-Marine and Vietnam vet. He 
is a man of action and quick reaction yet 
has an inquisitive mind that encompasses 
a wide range of knowledge. Pete, the 
other American, is an ex-Green Beret. 
His easy movements and slow Southern 
drawl contrast sharply with his per¬ 
formance in the bush, where he leaves 
nothing to chance and his eyes move con¬ 
stantly. Tom is Canadian, ex-Australian 
and Canadian armies. An army brat and 
career-oriented, he grew restless with 
peacetime army and came to Rhodesia 
where he is applying for a commission in 
the security forces. 

Andy is South African, ex-S,A.A. He 
was with the South African unit that 
marched to the hills overlooking Luanda 
during the Angolan conflict, and then 
withdrew again when U.S. pressure 
forced a pull-out. Digs is Rhodesian. Ex- 
he grew up on a ranch, speaks 
Shona fluently, and is as at home in the 
bush as he is on a bar stool. Steve is 
British by birth but Rhodesian by tem¬ 
perament. Al^ ^ex-R.L.I., he’s old 
enough to have fought in four terrorist 
contacts, but young enough to believe 
oral sex is bad for your health. 

Wa finish breakfast and climb aboard 
th^ company Land Rover, We £arry 
waier, walkie-talkies, field radio, 

and the aftoripon’s lunch, packed by the 
hotel staff. Rounds are chambered and 
the sound is loud lu the cool morning air. 
Wo begin the eight mile ride fothe mine. 
Gn ihc way wc pass African children on 
their way to school, women balancing 
huge bundles of laundry on their heads, 
and herdsmen driving their catfle to 
pasture. Wq ( are ip p. T.T.L., of Tribal 
Trust Laud, where all land is owfted and 
controlled by Africans. It Ts also an 
operational area, and Kve pass many 
abandoned the native mud 

huts with thatched roofs, where local 
populace used to live. Now they stay in 
rondavels built inside line R.V.s, or 
Protected Villages, where security £ences 
and guards discourage (errorbu attacks 
and intimidation. 

“Hold on!” 

Tom calls a warning and we lurch 
forward as the driver hits the brakes. A 
cow stands in the road ahead, unable to 
make up its mind which way to go. There 
are no livestock fences in the T.T.L.s, and 
such occurrences are common, but Andy 
is caught unaware and bangs his head on 
the cab. He curses the animal as the 
driver maneuvers around it, first in 
English and then in the more expressive 
Afrikaans. 

‘ Fok-afjou doos jy mal koei! 

He glares at the cow and then at us 
when he realizes we’re all grinning at his 
outburst. 

“Same to you guys,” he says, and we 
continue down the road to the mine. A 
year ago, terrorists attacked the mine and 
closed it down for nine months. They 


came in 18 strong and split into two 
groups. Nine of them went after the two 
Europeans — a guard and a supervisor. 
Taken by surprise, the Europeans were 
tied to barbed wire and shot in the back of 
the head. The other nine terrorists 
rounded up 10 of the African workers, 
lined them up against the wall and shot 
them. 

The mine itself is a particular target of 
the terrorist leader, a man called “Tough 
Ngomo,” who feels the white man is 
stealing the land and shipping it out of 
the country. “Tough Ngomo” is a 
veteran — he has avoided capture for 
three years. I wish again I knew more 
about the man, his background, tactics, 
and weapons. We get very little informa¬ 
tion from the regular military, who are 
reticent about giving intelligence infor¬ 
mation to non-military groups, or “pseu¬ 
do-soldiers” as we are sometimes called. 
All we know are the details of last year’s 
attack and that as soon as the rainy 
season begins terrorist activity will pick 
up again. 

The rains mean greater safety for the 
terrs — tracking is more difficult, con¬ 
cealment easier in the new foliage, move¬ 
ment quieter over the wet ground, and 
helicopter operations hampered by 
lowered ceilings. “Tough Ngomo” will 
come with the rains, and when he does, 
we will likely take casualties. All of us are 
Ware of this probability, but like men in 
any dangerous situation, none believes 
he'll be (Eve one to take a hit. 

Actually, our group is older than the 
conscript soldiers of the Vietnam era, and 
>ye ar$ ufcie aw;are of our vulnerability. 
We krtQW the odds and accept them. In 
a Way, the seven of us are playing a type 
of Russian roulette, knowing that when 
the bullets pome, some of us will be in the 
line of 

7:15 a. m. 

The Land Rover stops at the turn-off to 
the mine. From here, a dirt road leads 
half a mile to the main site while another 
road runs to a secondary site a mile from 
the first. Both lie at the base of a large 
kopje which rises steeply from the valley 
floor 600 feet into the air. Topped by a 
massive expanse of sheer rock, the kopje 
contains a cave about half way up, which 
serves as our command post. 

We off-load at the main road, grab 
supplies, atid begin the walk in. Here is 
where Qtfr work begins — the terrs have 
had alTWht to la/mines or, less likely, 
set up ambush. Tom, Andy, and Ron 
spread out along the main road. To their 
right, Pete and Steve follow the second¬ 
ary. road, checking asAhey go a small hill 
covered in scrub trees and bowlders 
which wbuld make a good itmbu^Ji sight. 
They will ^en3 tb^niorningat^te 2. 

Digs and I spread on I and ^lk directly 
to the main site ^^rdSs ajf&rge field. I 
watch the large kopj^^^m of us for any 
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unusual signs — a metallic reflection, 
startled birds taking flight, a shape that 
doesn’t belong. It is perfect ambush 
country. The kopje is covered with scrub 
bush, trees, and huge granite boulders 
and outcroppings. A man could start at its 
base and work his way to the summit 
without being spotted by an observer in 
the field below. 

We reach the main site where Digs 
stops, staring at the loose dirt which 
surrounds the area. 

4 ‘Look,” he calls to me and crouches 
down. 

I move close and he points to what 
looks like an elongated child’s footprint. 

‘‘What is it? ‘Tough NgomoV pygmie 
regiment?” 

Digs gives me a pained look. 

“Baboon,” he says. “See — two 
prints, always together.” 

He points out a tiny handprint beside 
each footprint. We continue up the kopje „ 
carefully now, as we are on the main dirt 
path to the cave. Digs reads the earth; 
eyes searching for disturbed ground or 
tripwires. I move off the path and scram? 
ble over rocks and boulders on the way ' 
up. It’s a tough climb, but I feed a certain 
part of my anatomy relax. Behind us, 
Tom, Andy, and Ron check the generator, 
compressors, and related machinery be¬ 
fore they, too, begin the Climb. 

Digs and I reach the entrance to the 
cave. We scan the soft dfrt ? searching for 
an unfamiliar footprint or Anything un¬ 
usual. Only crows have been here, feed¬ 
ing on yesterday’s lunch. We dfbp off 
equipment, then circle around behind the 
cave, clearing the area in that direction* 
Digs takes off his shirt and settles in for 
the first sentry shift. I return to the cave, 
where Andy is heating water for coffee, 
while Tom establishes contact with Guard 
Force personnel in one of the P.V.s. 

“Base 15 Alpha 1, Base 15 Alpha J. 
Come in.” 

There is no response and Tom fiddles 
with the aerials and tries a couple more 
times. Finally he is successful. 

“Alpha 1, this is Base 15. Good morn¬ 
ing, chaps.” 

Rhodesian politeness extends even to 
the operational area. 

We relax over coffee and watch as 
African workmen arrive at the site below 
us. We arrive before them and leave after 
they’ve gone in the evening. We aren’t 
allowed to go into the work area while 
they’re on the job. Ostensibly, they don’t 
even know we’re here. That way, if a ter¬ 
rorist accuses a workman or his family of 
helping “armed Europeans steal Zim¬ 
babwe,” the man can deny any knowl¬ 
edge of our presence. It’s all a sham, of 
course; if we weren’t here, no African 
would come near the place. 

Ron positions a chair in the mouth of 
the cave where he can get some sun. 

“Andy,” he calls. “Are you done with 
that pornographic book you were read¬ 
ing yesterday?” 


Andy frowns. “You mean The Col¬ 
lector? That’s not a porno book.” 

“Well, you said it was banned in South 
Africa.” Tom stands up and tosses the 
remains of his coffee into the bush. 
“‘Little Red Riding Hood’ would be 
banned in South Africa,” he says in 
disgust. 

“No,” explains Andy. “I never said 
the book was banned. I said they banned 
the cover.” 

“All right then,” Ron is patient. “Just 
let me seethe cover.” 

I finish my coffee and leave with Tom 
on patrol. The day settles into its routine: 
two men at Site 2; one sentry behind the 
cave; two men roving patrol; and two in¬ 
side the cave for communication liaison 
and general R&R. 


against a rock and my pants down around 
my knees, I always feel particularly 
vulnerable and faintly ridiculous. 

On the way back to rejoin Andy, I move 
quietly, placing each foot on rock or a 
patch of earth free of dried twigs and 
leaves. It is a game we often play, one 
which keeps us from getting complacent. 
Even though Andy knows I’m coming, I 
manage to get within five yards of him 
before he sees me. 

“I think some of us should have shot¬ 
guns,” he tells me. Look at this bush — if 
we have a contact it’s going to be close- 
close-close, and I would feel much better 
with an auto-shotgun.” 

“Ask Pete to talk to Salisbury—maybe 
they can send some up.” 

“I did already. They say they don’t 
have any in the armory.” 

“You could always buy your own. Use 
it on ducks when the settlement comes.” 

Andy brushes ineffectually at the 
mopane files that hover in front of his 
eyes. 

“If I buy anything,” he says. “I’ll get 
a pistol. I saw a P38 in the paper this 
weekend.” 

“But the price of guns is insane. Those 
things are selling for around $400.00, 
which is $600.00 U.S.” 

Andy shrugs it off. “I can’t take the 
money out of the country anyway. Might 
__ as well buy something as piss it away. ’ ’ 

doubtful. Usually we reedgiitee lhe \^ I think about the guns I have in the 
company workmen and don't challenge States and wish I had some of them here, 
them, but we do sometimes empjoy a bit 
of psychological warfare. ' f J■ ”2 

Terrorist intelligence is obtained from A 


1:00 p.m. 

, J>teve and Pete return to the cave for 
lunch, while Andy and I replace them at 
Site 2, We establish one position for 
awhHe, then move to another. Since we 
at£forced intoa purely defensive role, we 
adopt ahy tactic which makes us less 
vulnerable to surprise attack, including 
frequent change of Our positions. There is 
a path through the bush leading from this 
area to the main .site* and part of bur job 
is to monitor movement along the path 
and check anyone whose presence is 


mm- 


%' 


two sources: their own observations* and 
What they can, bribe or cderpe the local The JLand Rover pulls into the hotel 
Africans iftjo providing. Our tactic Is v to parking fof, winch is filled with strange 


create an illusive image it} the mind of the 
workmen. When we spot one of them 
leaving for the other site, one of us will 
move ahead to a concealed position very 
close to the path. Behind a bush or rock, 
or even in a tree, we select a position so 
we are not visible until the workman is 
even with or just past us. And, if he 
doesn’t see us, a slight movement creates 
a noise sufficient to startle him. The wide 
white eyes turn into a wide white smile as 
he recognizes us as friends, and he moves 
down the path smiling and nodding his 
head compulsively, as if it were attached 
to his body with a coil spring. Any re¬ 
ports to the terrs will indicate the guards 
appear unexpectedly anywhere, anytime. 
I don’t know how effective this tactic is, 
but it helps fight lethargy and boredom 
during the hot African midday. 

Around three o’clock we increase our 
vigilance. This is the most dangerous 
time — from now till sundown. Because 
the Rhodesian security forces are so ef¬ 
ficient and their trackers so effective, the 
terrs try to attack as near to nightfall as 
possible. I move away from Andy to take 
a crap in the bush. If a terrorist ever 
appeared I don’t know who would be 
more surprised. With my F.N. leaning 


vehicibsrfhat Took like left-overs from a 
science fiction movie. Pumas, Leopards, 
Tusker^ Panthers — a variety of mine- 
proof/ and armored vehicles. All are 
Rhodesian designed, modified, or manu¬ 
factured, most are unknown even inside 
June 5. We clear our weapons and go into 
fhe bar. 

“Seven shuma.” Ron orders a round of 
Lion Lager. 

The bar is the social headquarters for 
the small community, and at first sight it 
could be anywhere in the States. The 
Coca-Cola clock showing two hours till 
dinner and the sound of Merle Haggard 
singing “Okie From Muskokie” are all 
evidence of the American culture which 
has covered the world like a can of 
Sherwin-Williams paint. 

But then you notice the differences. 
F.N.s standing in a gun rack against the 
wall, while men wearing sidearms lean 
over their drinks at the bar. The usual 
array of liquor bottles are framed by 
stickers urging security precautions: 
“Beer Talk Is Dear Talk”; “Don’t Give 
Lip Service To Terrorism”; “Think 
Ahead On A Troopte’s Account”; “Your 
Secrets Are Alive And Well And Living In 
A Terrorist Camp.” 
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Troops and police mix with farmers and 
ranchers, exchanging information and 
generally socializing. Here you feel the 
strength of Rhodesian society, a strength 
based on common purpose and sense of 
direction. Here, a hard reality is always 
present. The people either stand together 
or watch their country be torn apart. You 
see it everywhere, from the interest and 
gratitude shown foreigners who come to 
help Rhodesia to the grandmother who 
goes out of her way to pick up a young 
hitch-hiker carrying a rifle. There is little 
of the aimlessness, senseless violence, 
and desperate search for meaning which 
seems more and more a part of American 
life. 

A car pulls up outside and the young 
girl at the wheel sounds her horn three 
times. We all turn to stare at Steve, who 
grins sheepishly and chugs his beer. He 
has met the only single female under 50 
in the local area. 

On the patio outside, a group of Guard 
Force personnel are playing darts, usipg 
the huge Baobab tree as back-board and a 
blue Rhodesian dollar bill as target. Tom 
and Ron are sitting at a table nearby with 
some of these men. PerhapS'jjpffiey’ll 
glean some information on local ter¬ 
rorist activity. Inside the baiy Andy is 
listening to an earnest yougfg Rhodesian 
on vacation from boarditfg school in 
South Africa. 

“It makes me angry/ 7 he says. “Dad 
isn't well, and he's spending a lot of 
money sending me to school, He thought 
he'd have the farm to sefl when he 
wanted to retire, but no one feuy 
these days. And now they're cuF®i^ 
fences and stealing our cattle — we've! 
lost $20,000 in the past six months. I'm 
sick of seeing my family upset all the 
time. I want to quit school and join the 
army, but Dad won’t let me. He won’t 
even let me try to catch these rustlers, 
but we can’t afford to keep losing 
money.” 

The cattle-rustling problem is becom¬ 
ing more widespread throughout Rho¬ 
desia. Terrorists steal cattle from ranches 
and take food from villages, which often 
forces the villagers to steal as well. Some 
firms have begun to specialize in anti¬ 
rustling units, who work on 30-day con¬ 
tract basis, protecting one or more 
farms. 

Andy tells the young man some of us 
might be interested in night patrols on 
the farm. He promises to talk to his father 
about it, but nothing can ease the frustra¬ 
tion he feels caused by his inability to 
help his family. 

Around six o’clock, the bar begins to 
empty. This is a curfew area and it is 
dangerous to be outside after dark. Steve 
returns and Pete watches as he waves 
good-bye to his girl. 

“You gonna be around tonight?” Pete 
asks him. 

“Sure — where else would I be?” 


“Well,” says Pete in his Southern 
drawl. “I thought by now you’d be 
spending the night with that pretty little 
girl.” 

“Yeah,” Ron joins in. “Instead you’ll 
abuse your pillow again tonight.” 

Steve gives him a digusted look. “You 
guys are all jealous,” he says. 

7:00 p.m. 

We are back in the dining room for din¬ 
ner. It’s a replay of breakfast, except 
everyone is awake now and the conversa¬ 
tion is more animated. We’ve dispensed 
with Steve’s love life and are involved in a 
common subject of discussion — the Rho¬ 
desian political situation. As Americans 
Ron, Pete and I are caught in the ebb and 
flow of the conversation, first defending 
one side, and a moment later the other. 

“I wish they’d just leave us alone,” 
someone says, echoing a feeling com- 
Sic&in Rhodesia. 

“You can’t expect that. The big 
ppwcrfu! iaations always exert an in- 
ftiionce on rhtt smaller ones. It’s just that 
hi this case the influence is the wrong 
one.” 

“It’s not onfcy wrong, it's bloody 
stupid, if you |Esk me. They |>ut on sanc¬ 
tions so we can L t sell America chrome. So 
\vhaf happens? Russia afrP Japan buy it 
and sell it back to the Americans at twice 
the price. " 

“It’s this one man, cmc vote thing that 
bothers me. Don't they realize it only 
works the first time? After that, it’s just 
another flic tutorship. XoOk at Zambia. 
Look at Mozambique, Look at any country 
north of here. Y ou find American foreign 
aid. but yon don't find one man, one 
voT 


problem is Americans don’t 
really understand th§ ^ifuation here. 
Most of them don’t kftOw the difference 
between Rhode^fh $3 id South Africa or 
Zambia and Zaire: They assume the 
problem here is the same as m the States, 
where the black is a minority, js under¬ 
privileged, is discriminated against. But 
for all that, his culture is still American, 
even When it’s at ghetto level. They don't 
realize most Africans here live in the 
T.T.L.s and their culture is still that of 
tribal Africa. It’s as primitive as Euro¬ 
pean culture was 3000 years ago. Uni¬ 
versal suffrage wouldn’t have worked in 
Europe back then, and it won’t work in 
Rhodesia until a certain amount of de¬ 
velopment takes place.” 

“Tell that to Owen and Young.” 

“All I wish is that they’d leave us 
alone.” 

And so the conversation continues, 
through dinner and often into the bar. 

The water is hot and I enjoy a long 
shower. A wood-burning water heater 
provides hot showers each morning from 
six to nine and each evening from seven 
to 10. Back in the room, I adjust the 


mosquito netting and pull out a new book 
I bought in town. Ron arrives with two 
glasses of brandy and we settle in for the 
evening, listening to the dull throb of the 
generator. Today is Monday, and I think 
back over the weekend spent in Salis¬ 
bury. 

We usually try to quit work early on 
Fridays. This past Friday we reached 
Salisbury about 6:30, in time for a bite to 
eat and some warm-up drinks at the 
Meikles Hotel. Then we made a round of 
parties until the small hours of the 
morning. It was a struggle to wake up 
Saturday in time to run errands before 
the stores closed at noon. Then a visit to 
the Oasis Hotel, where a live band, 
good liquor, and huge outdoor courtyard 
drew half the population of Salisbury, 
Next, we went to the Crippled Eagles 
Club — Robin Moore’s unofficial U.S. 
Embassy — where we ate, drank, swam, 
played tennis, and generally relaxed with 
people who shared a common cultural 
background. Robin’s supply of free 
liquor and barbecued hamburgers was as 
inexhaustible as his hospitality, and by 
six o’clock Robin’s wife, Mary, had to 
lead us to the car and make sure we got 
the key in the ignition and not in the 
ashtray. The true test of stamina came 
later when those still conscious showed 
up at the Saturday night parties. I spent 
Sunday waking up late and walking 
gently. 

* “What are you grinning at?” Ron 
warns to know. He’s sitting on his bed 
with his f.N. field-stripped beside him 
for its weekly cleaning. 

“Just remembering the weekend.” I 
tell hittklton Smiles, too. 

10:30 p.m. 

The generator is shut down. Lights dim 
and fade to pale yellow. I dive beneath 
the ftiostjuito netting just as the room 
goes dark. The hotel is quiet now. Out¬ 
side, a three-quarter moon colors the 
high veld a silvery grey. A stillness settles 
across the land which belies the struggle 
being waged here. A strange country, 
filled with contrasts. A land of stark 
beauty and sudden death; of colonial 
traditions and terrorist atrocities; of 
strong friendships and few friends. A 
country caught in the changing currents 
of time and thought, drawn inexorably 
into a political whirlpool which moves 
faster with each passing year. 

The curtain of moonlight outside will 
rise with the dawn on a new act in this 
drama, as old as the Greek tragedy it 
resembles — the melting of two cultures 
into one. Americans will play their part in 
this slow and painful transition, although 
one quite different from that of the 
American government itself. And what¬ 
ever the final outcome, those of us work¬ 
ing and fighting in Rhodesia will be able 
to look back, knowing that when help was 
needed, we were here. 

* 
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Rugged Draining for Rugged Droops 

Recce Commandos 

By A1 J. Venter 



AN SOF WORLD EXCLUSIVE 

Those military cognoscenti who have followed small war 
developments in recent years are aware of the formation 
of an elite fighting unit in Southern Africa: the Reconnaissance 
Commandos, or “Recces,” as they are known locally. Though 
limited in numbers, these crack commando units—two have 
been formed and a third is planned—have already been 
compared with Britain’s Special Air Forces, United States 
SOG elements or Rhodesia’s Selous Scouts. Their work is 
secret and their tasks severe, often in the extreme. 

While ostensibly an exclusively all-South African force, a 
few selected specialists from Britain and America are now 
attached to the Recces. But, I was warned by their Com¬ 
manding Officer, Commandant John More, it’s not every 
soldier that need bother to apply: 

“The Recces only accept within their ranks the very best 
of the best. And then they have to prove themselves in their 
first baptism of fire,” he told SOF. 

The youngster was perhaps 18 years 
old, but his staring eyes and the lines of 
sweat-hardened dirt across his forehead 
spoke of a man twice that age. He said 
nothing as the bread was handed out, his 
eyes following every movement. Only the 
tell-tale flicker of his tongue over his 
bottom lip gave any indication of what he 
really thought. The boy was ravenous. 

Eventually it was his turn. His eyes, 
focused on the basketful of bread in front 
of him, missed the sardonic smile on the 
instructor's face. Trying to be nonchalant 
about the prospect of ibod, the boy hesi¬ 
tated fractionally as a portion of the loaf 
was proffered by the man in uniform. 

“Take it,” said the corporal. There was 
no need for further prompting; the hun¬ 
gry man had already sunk his teeth into 
the loaf. The corporal had hardly moved 
on to the next man before the young sol¬ 
dier spat out the bread in his mouth. The 
rest of the loaf followed, raising a puff of 
dust where it landed on the dry earth. 

“Bastards!” shouted the youngster. 

He cursed again, this time in the abrasive 
language of men much older than him¬ 
self. “What are you trying to do to us?” 
he yelled. “We’ve got three men with 
serious diarrhoea; they could die if they 
eat this.” He gestured angrily at the dis¬ 
carded bread. 
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A Recce trainee moments before he 
drops from exhaustion. He has just 
completed a two-hour PT workout, in¬ 
cluding a run through surf with web 
gear, rifle and 60-1b. sand bag. 




Above: Recce personnel qualify in both static line and free 
fall jump techniques. Utilize HALO techniques for inser¬ 
tion into hostile areas on clandestine operations. Right: 
Trainees have their mettle tested in some of toughest bush 
and mountain country in Africa. Note folding stock FN/ 
FAL. 


Above: Tough feet or lack thereof determines whether 
many trainees complete course. Below: Recce volunteers 
receive patrol briefing from instructor. 


The two men faced each other, one trim 
and smart in a fresh uniform, the other 
sallow, wide-eyed and filthy. 

“Have you got that?” shouted the cor¬ 
poral. 

The youngster nodded, but said noth¬ 
ing. He sat down heavily, looked away, 
his lips twitching. He felt as though he 
was swallowing the humid Zululand air 
instead of breathing it. His saliva had 
turned to paste. The corporal spoke 
again. 

“But you’ve had your say, Jacobs, and 
now I’m going to have mine.” Now there 
was a hint of apprehension in the young¬ 
ster’s eyes. 


The youngster was standing now, his 
filthy army fatigues coated with the muck 
and grime of a three-week march without 
break. His expletives were directed at 
the corporal who turned and faced him. 

“Are you finished?” the corporal 
asked, his voice dangerously quiet. The 
youngster’s face went impassive. A mo¬ 
ment’s silence. 

The corporal again: “Listen, Jacobs, 
you worry about yourself. I’ll worry about 
the rest of the lads. You’ve set yourself 
the task of finishing this selection course, 
so let’s see you do it.- If you don’t like it, 
you know what to do. The truck is on the 
hill behind us; it’s got food and water in 
the back. All you have to do is go back 
there and hand in your kit, then you’re 
out of all this.” 
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“You see that far peak there, Jacobs? 
Not the first one, the second one, about 
four, five miles away?” The youngster 
nodded. The corporal smirked and waited 
a moment before he continued. 

“Well, my boy, you just start running. 
Full pack. We’ll wait for you here.” 

Jacobs got up. It was clear to all of us 
that he was exhausted. “Move it, then!” 
shouted the corporal. A little dazed by the 
harsh and uncompromising reaction to 
his earlier outburst, the youngster moved 
into a loping stride down the hill. 

The second peak seemed an awfully 
long way off. 

South Africa’s Reconnaissance Comman¬ 
dos are an elite force. It is no secret that 
its members—most of them in their 
early 20s—are regarded with little short 
of awe by their colleagues in uniform. 

As one hopeful Recce candidate put 
it: “To be a Recce is an incredible 
achievement. Most guys with a bit of 
initiative get bitten by the Recce bug at 
some time or another, but very few as¬ 
pirants make the grade.” 

Indeed, of the 700 eager-eyed enthusi¬ 
asts who applied to join the Reconnais¬ 
sance Commando course last May, only 
45 individuals were successful. The rest 
dropped out along the way, the majority 
within days of being subjected to one of 
the harshest pre-selection physical train¬ 
ing courses in South Africa. “Jacobs” 
was one of them. And that, of course, is 
not his real name. 

Much of the work done by the Recces 
involves clandestine behind-the-lines 
operations. Tough, aggressive, and high¬ 
ly skilled in the arts of unconventional 
warfare, the Recces have, within a com¬ 


paratively short time earned the grudging 
respect and fear of our enemies. In fact, 
a large proportion of the decorations for 
valor awarded to South African forces 
who went into Angola went to the men of 
the Recce Commando. 

South Africa’s Recces are what the 
layman would term “hard core” profes¬ 
sionals. They handle special tasks in the 
operational area—such as penetrating 
behind the lines, obtaining specific infor¬ 
mation and then getting out again. 

And not only must they reach their 
objective and return; they must do it 



Once a day during the course, Recce 
candidates are allowed to prepare a 
meal; in this case, biscuits and water 
which make a “delightful” soup. 


Recce instructors give immediate re¬ 
action drill instruction. 

undetected. And if there is a presence 
along the route which threatens their 
security, then the Recces are trained to 
deal with that presence in the most ef¬ 
ficient manner imaginable. That’s where 
individual initiative comes in; three- 
quarters of all Recces have completed 
Senior School or have had university 
experience. 

The typical Recce is not only as fit as an 
antelope, he is also an expert parachutist. 
Many of them also receive extensive 
instruction in maritime warfare, which 
can include tasks such as swimming a 
mile underwater, attacking an enemy 
boat and returning to the pre-arranged 
rendezvous point—or “RV” in Recce 
terminology. 

The Recce is also a specialist tracker; 
he knows how to survive alone in the bush 
or desert, or in a foreign country with¬ 
out outside help, often for months at a 
stretch. Among his nefarious skills can be 
included the handling of explosives, radio 
electronics, navigation, logistics, armed 
and unarmed combat, COIN warfare and 
a fully comprehensive knowledge of 
enemy weapons. 

The average Recce commando is aware 
that he may often be called upon to use 
his knowledge of all these facets of war¬ 
fare. He consequently takes his training 
seriously. So do his officers, which is one 
of the reasons why the Recce selection 
course is as stiff as it is. 

Once the course has been completed 
and the aspirant joins the ranks of the 
regular Recces, as likely as not he will 
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Above: A chopper swings low over a 
Recce unit in North Zululand. Below: 
Sand and surf provide variety to train¬ 
ing. Recce candidates appear to be un¬ 
impressed by scenery. 


achieve his first baptism of fire with those 
same instructors who originally put him 
through his paces. 

A Recce corporal explained: “When we 
go into a combat situation, I and others 
like me want to know that, no matter 
what, the man next to me is as reliable 
as I am. Whatever the enemy throws at 
us, no matter what hardships or provoca¬ 
tions, we must be sure that one and all 
will come out again, even if we have to 
carry a man out/’ It is the tradition of the 
Recces that they have never yet left one 
of their own behind in enemy territory: 
dead or alive. 

“There are no half-measures,” said 
the instructor, himself a youngster of 22 
who has seen hard months of fighting in 
Angola. “We all quickly learn the limita¬ 
tions of pain and how to control it,” he 
added. 

Recce officers are the first to concede 
that while most aspirants are pushed to 
the limit of their physical capabilities and 
endurance, the entire selection program 
is geared to actual combat conditions. 
Said one officer: “The sort of tasks these 
young fellows will be doing demand that 
they be in total command of all situations 
at all times. And these situations can 
sometimes be extremely fearsome. 

“So we look for people who have the 
qualities to overcome this fear. It is no 
use my striking at the enemy and then 


finding my own men cracking up because 
of heavy retaliatory action.” 

The South African Force holds two 
Recce selection courses a year. Recruit¬ 
ing instructors visit various Army, Air 
Force and Navy units, lecture on the 
nature of the work, outline what is re¬ 
quired of an individual and run a few 
illustrative films. 

For those who do apply to join the 
Recce Commando, there follows a string¬ 
ent process of weeding to ascertain, in 
the words of one instructor, “those who 
think they are in for a joy ride.” Not only 
are the men screened medically, but they 
are also tested psychologically and 
quizzed as to why they want to become 
a Recce, what they think they have to 
offer, what they fear, whether or not they 
can get on with others, and so on. 

By the time the Recce candidate is 
ready to undergo the two-phase selection 
program — which takes place in the wilds 
of northern Zululand — he must be able 
to do the following with relative ease . . . 

• Cover 20 miles with normal kit and 
rifle — plus a 70 pound sand-bag 
— within six hours. 

• Do 40 push-ups, eight chin-pulls 
and 68 sit-ups within a brief 
though specified time. 

• Complete a course of 40 shuttle 
runs, covering about 300 yards in 
90 seconds. 



V 



• Swim freestyle for 50 yards. 

Average age of all entrants is about 19, 
although one experienced veteran of 39 
did successfully complete the last selec¬ 
tion course, even though, in his own 
words, he “sweated blood to do it. ” 

The two-phase period in Zululand is 
basic and concentrates largely on team¬ 
work. The men are divided into groups of 
between six and eight and all assign¬ 
ments are completed by the team as a 
whole. If just one member of a team is 
late at a particular rendezvous, then the 
whole team goes without the next meal. 
Thus, the men are made aware of the 
necessity of working together. 

Much of the Zululand program is cen¬ 
tered on the endurance capabilities of the 
individual. The men are .required to react 
to situations, often as long as a month at 
a stretch, during which there is very little 
water and almost no food. An added en¬ 
cumbrance is that the men are not 
allowed to wash — and the exposed parts 
of their bodies are smeared with camou¬ 
flage cream. 

1 followed one group through the bush 
for several days at the end of a 17-day 
training period. The men were at the lim¬ 
its of their physical endurance; few were 
able to sleep more than a few hours a day, 
and rations had been cut by half. The in¬ 
structors taunted them interminably. 

Said the officer with me: “This is all 
part of the process. We frustrate them. 
We try deliberately to make them crack. 
Day in and day out we hassle them.” 

What was astonishing was the physical 
condition of some of the aspirants. 

All of the soldiers had serious problems 
with their feet. In one case, blood blister 
upon blood blister lay across the entire 
foot and heel of a youngster who looked 
about 16. 

These men had been walking through 
sand and swamp and some of them had 
feet rubbed raw. Others had huge ulcers 
on their legs. 

During the three weeks in Zululand, 
the soldiers had walked more than 400 
miles across some of the harshest terrain 
in Africa. 

One of the men, a young volunteer 
force officer from Johannesburg, had 
sprained his ankle five days previously. 
But he kept on going and came out on 
top in the end. Another had a gashed 
head. “I walked in my sleep as we 
marched and bumped into a truck,” he 
said. 

In spite of all the hardships, each man 
refused to give in. Instructors alternately 
ridiculed them or befriended them and 
offered them beers, food and a hot bath, 
but they pushed on, ignoring provoca¬ 
tion. 


Recce candidates cool off during river 
crossing exercise. After covering over 
400 miies in three weeks, the survivors 
are lean, mean and competent. 


At one RV point, with some of the 
youths close to total exhaustion, an in¬ 
structor organized a two-hour PT session 
in soft beach sand. Some of the men 
dropped after about 30 minutes, but they 
lay a while, listened to the jibes of the 
instructors, then got up and joined their 
squad again. 

You have to live for a while with the 
Recces on a selection course to really 
understand what goes on in the minds of 
these young men who are being pushed 
almost to the limits of physical en¬ 
durance. 

One youngster maintained that on the 
long marches between various RV points 
he composed elaborate menus in his 
mind. He would spend hours working out 
one set course after another. 

Another spoke only of springbok jerky, 
or what is called biltong in South Africa. 


Ironically he had gone to school in Jo¬ 
hannesburg and had grown up in the 
streets of Hillbrow and Yeoville, which is 
not unlike the Bronx or downtown L.A. 
The only place he had ever seen a spring¬ 
bok (antelope) was at the zoo. 

According to one of the veterans on the 
course — it was his second time round — 
a favorite trick of the instructors was to 
prepare a barbeque along the route. 
This little ploy is usually reserved for the 
final week when the men have been 
denied adequate food for several days. 

“They start popping beer cans and yoli 
can smell the meat cooking an hour be¬ 
fore you reach the spot. It’s heart¬ 
breaking,” said one of the men. “They 
offer us huge steaks and encourage us 
to join them. At the same time, of course, 
they add that all we have to do to join the 
(continued on page 69) 
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AS DEADLY 
AS ITS 
NAMESAKE' 

THE 

9mm 

MAMBA 

by 

Barney Barco 
& 

Dana Drenkowski 



How many of you readers have bought 
an expensive auto handgun for social or 
competitive work, only to have to send it 
to a gunsmith for costly modifications 
necessary to use it in either role? Have 
you ever wished that a combat shooter 
would design a handgun for out-of-the- 
box use in any situation? Well, we have 
good news for you! 

A brand new handgun is coming onto 
the market soon, imported courtesy of 
Navy Arms, which should fill the bill for 
many of you. Conceived by joint West 
German and South African technology, 
the weapon is manufactured in West Ger¬ 
many and shipped to the U.S. for assem¬ 
bly. Called the “Mamba” in honor of the 
aggressive and highly lethal snake 
found in Southern Africa, it can make its 
claim to fame by being the first pro¬ 
duction combat auto designed by quali¬ 
fied combat (real combat) and compe¬ 
tition shooters. It resembles the Smith 
and Wesson Model 39 externally, but its 
internal design and function are unlike 
anything seen on production handguns 
before. 

To begin with, the Mamba comes in 
stainless steel, and that means every¬ 
thing but the nylon panel grips. It has a 
hammer and sear of 440 cast stainless 
steel, springs of 17-7 PH stainless steel, 

44 


a barrel cast and bored from 416 stain¬ 
less steel and the frame, slide, and all 
other parts of 431 stainless steel. The 
magazine and all its parts except the 
magazine follower are stainless steel as 
well. The magazine follower, at least on 
pre-production models inspected by the 
authors, ifc made of glass-filled nylon 
material. The gun’s primary designer 
proudly states that his gun is virtually 
indestructible, thanks to the amount of 
stainless steel used throughout. 

The first models to be available in the 
United States will be offered in 9mm, 
with plans for a .45 version ready for fu¬ 
ture production. The Mamba is a double¬ 
action auto, which some combat shooters 
(read International Practical Shooting 
Confederation) may not like—but hold 
on, you Jeff Cooper fans! It has a cocked- 
and-locked feature! The shooter has the 
option of carrying it hammer-down, 
double-action, or cocked-and-locked, 
depending upon his particular bias or 
mood that day. It comes complete with 
ambidextrous hammer safety, adjust¬ 
able main spring, concave shaped trig¬ 
ger guard providing a non-slip surface 
for a two-hand grip, five-inch micro¬ 
groove barrel and the longest slide rails 
of any full size auto—including thq famed 
Auto Mag! 


The entire trigger group comes out 
easily in one complete package, as in 
expensive, high-bred target pistols, and 
the hammer spring is completely adjust¬ 
able. As if that weren’t enough, removing 
the grips allows access to all the parts, 
which, by the way, are fewer thaji those 
found on other auto pistols. 

The Mamba has no barrel bushing, 
relying instead upon the unique internal 
shape of the slide to hold the barrel 
tight when in battery and allowing suf¬ 
ficient room for the barrel to tilt when the 
slide moves rearward. In addition, the 
Mamba also features an adjustable trig¬ 
ger stop/backlash. 

Versions offered to the military and 
police in various countries will offer an 
unusual dial-a-burst capability for full 
auto fire, with built-in limiters controlling 
the rate of rounds expended to two or 
three (dealer’s choice). At 1500 rpm, it 
is said the pistol doesn’t have time to 
climb out of the kill zone in a two or 
three-round burst, unlike its Russian 
selective-fire counterpart, the Stechkin 
9mm with its 750 rpm rate of fire. Maga¬ 
zine capacity for the military and civil¬ 
ian 9mm versions will be 15 rounds, with 
20, 30 and 40-round versions to be of¬ 
fered later, presumably for the dial-a- 
burst weapons. The .45 ACP will have an 
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FIELD STRIPPING THE MAMBA 

1. Engage slide lock, 

2. Push out slide stop pin. 

3. Remove recoil spring and guide. 

4. Remove barrel down and to the rear. 

5. Push hammer down to rear and slide 
safety out. 

6. Remove grip handles. 

7. Lever out main spring with screw 
driver, etc. 

8. Pull out detent for the safety (left 
side). 

9. Peen out hammer and strut from 
right-hand side. 

10. Peen out sear pin. 

11. Peen out disconnector from right side 
behind. 

12. Trigger group. 

13. Pull out trigger and trigger bar (to¬ 
gether). 



MAMBA 

SemLAuto/Auto Pistol 

caliber...9mm Parabellum 

overall length.218 mm 

length of barrel .. .128 mm 

pistol height.136 mm 

weight loaded.1.62 kg (15rd.mag*) 

finish .satin stainless steel 

*20, 30, and 40 rd mags also available. 


Above: Mamba resembles S & W 
Model 39 externally; has no barrel 
bushing. Instead inside of slide holds 
barrel in place when in battery. Below: 
Internal design is blend of several 
auto systems. 



SOMHliiU 01 FOUTIJXi: 


45 






























































David Westerhout, IPSC World Cham¬ 
pion examines gold-plated Mamba he 
won at International Matches, Salis¬ 


bury, Rhodesia in August 1977. The 
Mamba was an early prototype. 


11-round capacity. A drum magazine is 
being developed for the Mamba by Navy 
Arms. The .45 magazine will hold 30-35 
rounds, while the 9nun version will have 
40-45 rounds. 

We were lucky enough to obtain an 
example in Africa recently and spent an 
afternoon testing it. Our example was 
not set up for full-auto fire with the burst 
control device, so we were unable to 
evaluate that unique option. The double¬ 
action trigger pull was surprisingly 
smooth, although a bit heavy, but ad¬ 
justment to the mainspring brought the 
pull down to a comfortable level. 

It is a large pistol and it filled the hands 
of the shooters for a solid, positive grip, 
and soon we had our groups down to a 
respectable four inches at 25 yards— 
pretty good for a pistol that has had some 
8000 rounds of various 9mm ammo run 
through it. 

The barrels are cast instead of ma¬ 
chined, and this example would occasion¬ 
ally keyhole a round, possibly due to 
improper crowning. The people at Mam¬ 
ba have worked this out in the produc¬ 
tion models (the weapon tested was pre- 
production). The weight of 42 ounces 
helped, as did the shaped trigger guard 
and the oversized sights. In all, it is quite 
an impressive weapons system, is welt 
thought out, and all the bugs seem to 
have been worked out before production, 
something the large, established facto¬ 
ries in the U.S. are not known for. 

The Mamba is the answer to a lot of 
our needs and fills the void between mil¬ 
itary weapons and specially modified 
competition guns that has existed for far 
too long. It wasn’t easy designing this 
revolutionary auto, but the Mamba peo¬ 
ple persevered and had some of the best 
brains in the business to help out. The 
proof is in the use, however: one SOF 
correspondent has purchased one for use 
during his travels in the bush. Look for 
the first in-depth report soon in SOF on 
this fine new weapon. 

Meanwhile, all the best to the people 
at Mamba, and any SOF readers who may 
be leaving for “parts unknown” better 
get their orders in, because it looks like 
there will be a real scramble for these 
beauties. 

The 9mm Mamba will be available in 
summer, 1978, with no projections yet 
for the .45. It will cost the shooter around 
$275—not a bad price for an already cus¬ 
tomized. stainless steel combat weapon. 

* 


SECOND CHANCE 
'78 COMBATSHOOT 


Second Chance Body Armor, Inc., Box 
578, Central Lake, MI 49622, is spon¬ 
soring the Second Chance Police Combat 
Shoot 7-11 June 1978 at Central Lake, 
Michigan. Their prizes total more than 
$15,000 worth of cash and merchandise. 
Registration, limited to the first 300 
applicants, is $45, $5 to accompany 
application, balance to be paid upon 
arrival for competition. Since 178 en¬ 
trants have already signed up (as of 8 
February 1978), don’t delay! For further 
information write Richard Davis, Pres¬ 
ident of Second Chance, or phone him toll 
free at 800-253-7090. 

All shooters will shoot a total of seven 
times, but only the last six will be totalled 
for aggregate time scoring. The first 
flight of shooting will be a warm-up which 
can be used to determine the “best 
individual time” or as a tie-breaker for 
the other six flights’ aggregate time. 

Each of the flights will be clocked with 
hand-held stop watches, which will be 
stopped when the individual shooter 
either clears the table of the five pins or 


at the 15-second mark, whichever comes 
first. Distance from shooter to the five 
bowling pins on the table is 25 feet. 
Firing will be done in threes so that three 
men will shoot at the same time at their 
respective table targets. 

In the “pin” shoot, use of any reason¬ 
ably normal handgun is permitted. 
Extended magazines and shoulder stocks 
are verboten. 

Two-man teams, limited to pistols only, 
will be accepted this year in the Un¬ 
limited Division. One-man teams are the 
same as in 1977, competing with .45 and 
9mm “carbines and sub-machine guns.” 

A special bonus will be the Andy Nuss 
division in which the shooter stands with 
two S&W Model-60s pointing at an Ad¬ 
vanced Training Systems Duel-A-Tron 
target. When the target turns unex¬ 
pectedly the shooter has 2 Vi seconds in 
which to place 10 shots. Entry fee for this 
side show is $5 per attempt. Second 
Chance furnishes guns and ammo so that 
everyone will be using the same equip¬ 
ment. The M-60s will be furnished with 
Packmyer “no-slip” rubber grips. 
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Centurian Productions has acquired Phantom 
Graphics of Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada’s T-Shirt line. We will be able to offer 
same day service. 

Phantom Graphics of Canada were unable to 
continue production of their designs due to 
import embargos, which subsequently reduced 
the availability of quality T-Shirts. We are 
pleased to offer their fine graphic designs under 
the Centurian standards. 

Any previous order should be addressed to 
Phantom Graphics at their Vancouver address. 

Watch for our forth coming Centurian color ad. 


CAMOUFLAGED 

MERCS/ 
ADVENTURERS 
TELEPHONE 
TEST SET 

CLIPS ON ANYWHERE 
MONITORS PHONE CONVERSATION 
UNDETECTED WHILE TESTING 
FLIP SWITCH AND PLACE CALLS 



COLORS AVAILABLE: 

JUNGLE CAMO. DESERT CAMO, ART1C WHITE. 
MIDNIGHT BLACK 

DON’T LEAVE HOME 
WITHOUTIT! 

$ 85.00 

INS. * P.PD. 

MONEY ORDERS & C O D. 

TEL-TEST 

P.O. BOX 278. BUTLER, OHIO 44822 


MODERN - OBSOLETE - FOREIGN 
DOMESTIC - MILITARY - SPORTING 


^WORLD’S LARGEST SUPPLIER! 
GIANT CATALOG 7 
$2.00 PPD 


NUMRICH ARMS CORP. 

Box SF 8 , W. Hurley, N.Y. 12491 



The NEW Incomparable 

SKIN-ROC 

A unique leg-sheathed knife with a 
Velcro closure system for utmost 
concealability. The AVz ounce suede 
leg wrap is so comfortable you'll for¬ 
get it is there. The polished blade, 
hollow-ground knife is superbly 
hand-crafted of heat treated 440-C 
steel. Knife unit is 5" long, Vie" thick 
and weighs less than 2 ounces. A 
functional tool for outdoorsmen, or 
as a weapon for personal defense & 
evasive tactics —easily removed for 
instant use! The SKIN-DOO comes 
with an extra suede sheath with 
Velcro closure adaptable to boots, 
pocketbooks, or anywhere! 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Complete with 
two sheaths: 





plus $1.00 for postage and insurance. 

PHONE 404-943-9336 (24 hour service) 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 

P.O. Box 108-L 

Powder Springs, Georgia 30073 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


A BOOK FOR SURVIVORS! 

THE 

SAVE-YOUR-LIFE 


DEFENSE HANDBOOK 


A veteran fighter tells it all! How to survive 
in an age of violence and crime. Combat tech¬ 
niques that work ... on the street or in your home 


GUNFIGHTING 

HAND-TO-HAND 


KNIFE FIGHTING 
HOME SECURITY 



A no-nonsense how-to-do-it training manual that gives you 
the edge in any fight . . . suitable for both men and women. 

Illustrated step-by-step combat tactics that have withstood the test. _' 95 

r 1 r PlusSOc 

Postage & Handling 


THE AUTHOR 
Matt Braun Is a former army of¬ 
ficer and combat instructor 
who spent many years training 
troops and civilians in survival 
methods. Moreover, he’s a sur¬ 
vivor himself, and in terms 
you’ll never forget, he reveals 
ail the tricks of the trade. 


THE BMB OUTDOORSMAN CO. 

P.O. Box35A Francestown, N.H. 03043 

Please Rush: THE SAVE-YOUR-LIFE DEFENSE HANDBOOK 
My Check or M.O. for $6:45 is enclosed. 

Name __ 

Address _ _ _ 

City __ 


.State . 


-Zip . 
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MERCENARY! 


LANCER MILITARIA, BOX 35188, HOUSTON, TX. 77035 
(713) 522-7036 


When in Houston, visit our shop at 2409 Times Blvd. 

LANCER SPECIALS: British Army green sniper/Para face veils, 
used for camoflage, $2.95; Original French Para metal wings, $5.95; 
Replica SS sleeve eagle, $2.95: Replica SS Death's-head in metal or 
cloth, your choice, $2.95 each.; Replica German sniper’s cloth 
badge, $3.95; Send $1.00 for our all new 36 page illustrated catalog. 

THE MERCENARY BADGE! Originally worn by the elite French and 
Foreign Legion Paras. Now the international symbol of counter¬ 
terrorism, worn by men of action worldwide. Original French 
manufacture badges, $4.95 ea. 

THE MERCENARY T-SHIRT! Mercenary badge printed In black on 
Infantry Blue shirt, $5,95 ea. 

EMBLEM OF THE RHODESIAN ARMY: Patch for cap or jacket, 3" 
square, 5 color, top quality embroidery, $2.95 ea. or 4 for $9.95. 

RHODESIA T-SHIRT: Emblem of the Rhodesian Army printed in 
black on a Tactical Tan shirt, $5.95 ea. 

SS T-SHIRTS 

SS Eagle and lightning bolts in silver on a black shirt, $5.95 ea. 
SS Death’s-head in white on a black shirt, $5.95 ea. 

STATE SIZE! small (34-36), medium (38-40), large (42-44), or 
XL (46-48). 

All items postpaid, satisfaction guaranteed. 




KTivhtWflMi CAMPSITE INTRUDER 
Might Watch DETECT ,on SYSTEM 



NIGHTWATCH® WORKS VERY SIMPLY: WHEN THE ULTRA-THIN 
WIRE IS BROKEN, THE LIGHTS FLASH AND THE BEEPER ALERTS 
YOU. YOU CAN ESTABLISH ONE OR TWO PERIMETERS INNER 
AND OUTER - OR IT CAN BE USED TO ALERT YOU WHEN A DOOR 
IS OPENED OR WHEN SOMEONE MOVES YOUR LAWN MOWER OR 
WHEN AN ITEM IS PICKED UP, ETC. THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF USES! 

Comes complete with 4,000 ft. of trip-wire & earphone (no battery) 
Additional trip-wire is available 

TO ORDER WITH BA, MC OR C.O.D.: 

CALL TOLL FREE (800) 874-5136, Ask for Operator#83 
(in Calif. (800) 852-7631) Dealer (10+) orders welcome. 


The/INITE 

P.O. BOX 375, PINOLE, CA 94b64 


# Secure your campsite! 

Protect your boat! 

# Intruder will not 
know he's been detected 

# It can alert you 
silently (w/earphone) 

# Battery will last for 
months! 

All solid state & rugged I 

# Used with special thread-like 
trip-wire (included) which is 
almost invisible and undetec¬ 
table! 

+ Battery-powered — can be 
used anywhere, indoors or 
outdoors! 

+ Provides TWO SEPARATE 
CIRCUITS — use one or 
both with up to 1/2 mile 
of trip-wire each! 



Typical Campsite Set-up 

When an intruder approaches, you are 
alerted by a steady beep and the No. 1 
light flashing. As the intruder moved 
closer, circuit No. 2 would be triggered: 
the tone would change to a pulsing beep 
and both lights would flash! 



$ 3750 

1.50 


(Postage & insurance) 
(Calif, res. add 6 'A% tax) 


6 MONTH GUARANTEE TO REPAIR OR REPLACE! 


48 


SOLDI Ell OF FORTUNE 































THE FIRST TWELVE ISSUES OF 

THE SURVIVOR 

VOLUME ONE 
BY KURT SAXON 

1 ** 11 % .$ 6.00 



THE SECOND YEAR’S ISSUES OF 

THE SURVIVOR 

VOLUME TWO 
BY KURT SAXON 

14 x11V* .S10.00 


GRANDDAD’S WONDERFUL 
BOOK OF CHEMISTRY 

THE ORIGINAL 19TH CENTURY 
METHODS OF HOME MAN U FACTORING 
FOR EVERYONE 
BY KURT SAXON 

14V* xll ...$10.00 



Volumes One and Two are made up of 24 monthly Issues of THE SURVIVOR, reworked, enlarged and 
Indexed. Each has hundreds of entries on money-saving, money-making trades, crafts, hobbies and 
overall Survival projects. 19th century science and technology from many sources is featured 
throughoui both volumes. As our technology fails, that of simpler times can be substituted by anyone 
who can read. 

THE SURVIVOR is a goldmine of ideas for the self reliant. Set up a home business. Protect your 
family, insure the survival of the best of your line. 

Aside from what’s happening now, THE SURVIVOR shows you how people did things in the last 
i century. You can utilize the best of your ancestors’ knowledge to ride out the worst of the chaos 
which is sure to come. 


The original 19th century methods of home 
manufacturing for everyone. Make herbal 
extracts, essential oils ; acids, gasses, alkaloids, 
etc. Make the most of the needed chemicals 
from easy-to-get raw chemicals. Plus, a 
complete course in laboratory giass blowing. 


THE POOR MAN’S 
JAMES BOND 


BY KURT SAXON 

14%x11 .$10.00 



Ttie ultimate armed civilian. Now,'in a single big 


volume, five books in one on improvised 
* weaponry, pyrotechnics, etc. 

Defend your survival refuge and stores. Those 
who prepare to survive, deserve to survive. The 
threat of desperate, maddened looters makes 
this books the most important in your Survival 
library. 


OLD TIME HOME FOOD 
PROCESSING 

FOR FUN AND PROFIT 

BY KURT SAXON 

14% X11 .$10.00 





These 19th century processes will provide more 
food for yourself and your family. Eat well 
during the coming shortages. Home food 
processing will save you money now and you 
can earn more by selling your surplus. Meat 
curing and sausage making, canning, pickles, 
preserves, catsups, jellies, jams, etc. 


MEDICINES LIKE GRANDDAD 
USE TO MAKE 


BY KURT SAXON 

14V* x 11 ....$10.00 



THE MEDICAL STUDENT S MANUAL OF 
CHEMISTRY, 1889. Complete, simplified 
laboratory techniques for making hundreds of 
medical compounds such as ether, chi oral omi, 
etc. Also, the complete works of Dr. A.w. Chetsei 
19th century besf seller. And. an f972 medical 
formulary of hundreds ot marketable medicines. 


ORDERS MAILED DAY RECEIVED -ALL BOOKS POSTPAID 


THE SURVIVOR-VOLUME ONE.$ 6.00 $_ 

THE SURVIVOR-VOLUME TWO.$10.00 $_ 

GRANDAD’S BOOK OF CHEMISTRY ... $10.00 $_ 

MEDICINES LIKE GRANDDAD USE TO MAKE.. $10.00 $_ 

OLDTIME FOOD PROCESSING.$10.00 $_ 

THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND.$10.00 $_ 

CAL RES. ADD 6% SALES TAX. $_ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED.$_ 


ORDER FROM: 

ATALN “O" FORMULARIES 

P.O. BOX 438 
EUREKA, CALIF. 95501 
OR CHARGE TO YOUR BANK AMERICARD, 
VISA OR MASTERCHARGE BY CALLING 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-423-2355 
CALIF. RES. CALL: 

1-800-232 2175, EXT. 405 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 

CITY_ 

ZIP_ 


_STATE. 

.DATE _ 




































TEST & EVALUATION 




Behlert 

Combat 
Custom .45 
Coll Automatic 

by Daniel J, Predovich 


Like a new toy at a kid’s birthday party, 
a new gun at the range attracts attention 
—especially a silvery customized .45 
auto. 

In March 1977, Robert Brown, Editor 
and Publisher of Soldier of Fortune Mag¬ 
azine, ordered a full-house custom com¬ 
bat job on a Colt Mark IV .45 auto from 
Behlert Custom Guns, Inc., 725 Lehigh 
Avenue, Union, New Jersey 07083. 
Brown’s custom modification list read 
like a supermarket shopping list, though 
the long green that he paid totaled a few 
more dollars than my monthly grocery 
bill. It is this piece that has accompanied 
me to several range sessions over the 
past weeks, and garnered more than its 
share of attention from competitors and 
lookers-on. 

This weapon has the standard “neces¬ 
sary” modifications, such as throated 
barrel, polished feed ramp and trigger 
job. It also sports, certain “Cadillac” 
extras that' are nice but not essential. 
The more I have competed in combat 
matches over the last few years, the 
fewer modifications I feel are required to 
keep up with the competition. Bearing 
this in mind, let’s talk about this weapon, 
and each custom change or addition to 
the basic unit, with a critical eye. 

First of all , the big auto is topped with 
a Smith and Wesson “K” rear sight and 
a ramp style front sight with an orange 
plastic sight insert for “visibility.” 

The installation is clean and solid. The 
Smith and Wesson sight is held by one 
alien head machine screw, which in most 
cases is sufficient. However, I have seen 
Smith and Wesson sights shear a single 
retaining screw during recoil and fly off 
the weapon. 

I have checked with Frank Behlert, re¬ 
garding this problem. He told me that Va 
inch of the sight spring is ground at 


60 degrees to mate a dovetail cut in the 
slide. This precludes any upward move¬ 
ment, and the spring precludes move¬ 
ment to the front and rear. 

For an adjustable rear sight, my strong 
preference is a low mounted Bo-Mar. 
This is the strongest adjustable rear sight 
without qualification. All things con¬ 
sidered though, I personally feel that a 
good visible fixed rear sight like the King 
or the old National Match sight are ideal 
for the competitor who shoots hard ball 
and a duplicate handload for practice. As 
for the colored plastic insert in the front 
sight, I feel that most shooters will per¬ 
form better with plain black sights. 
Differences in sun position cause glare on 
colored sights, making the sight picture 
fuzzy. I’ve never had trouble picking up 
a quick sight picture with a good flat- 
black front sight. It does not reflect much 
light; therefore, it produces a sharp, 
clean sight picture necessary for longer 
shots. 

Almost every part of Brown’s .45 Colt 
is armoloyed. The finish is even and is 



Author feels that black sights are su¬ 
perior to this orange plastic front sight 
insert. 


applied equally on surfaces, corners, and 
crevices. My weapon would have armoloy 
applied only on the frame, if applied at 
all. Even the soft grey color of armoloy 
reflects light from the top of the slide on 
a bright day, thus interfering with a 
clear sight picture. I see a need for 
armoloy only in humid areas. In the dry 
Colorado climate I have carried a blued 
finish Colt Commander every day for 
two years. The factory blue finish has 
not worn appreciably and I have noted no 
rust problem whatsoever. This is especi¬ 
ally significant, considering that I carry it 
holsterless, stuck in my waistband- 
conductive to rust. Armoloy, I feel, is 
needed only in a humid climate, or if 
you just like the appearance. 

A Bar-Sto stainless steel barrel and 
bushing had been installed and an 
“accuracy job” performed on the auto. 
Bar-Sto Precision Machine Products are 
manufactured at 633 South Victory 
Boulevard, Burbank, California, in a 
well equipped shop owned and operated 
by Irv Stone. I met Irv last year and had 
the opportunity to view his operation. He 
takes great pride in-his work and turns 
out what I believe is the finest match 
barrel/bushing system anywhere. As 
the sage said, Irv has forgotten more than 
most of us will ever know about .45s. He 
is a perfectionist at heart and a fine gun¬ 
smith by inclination. Behlert has chosen 
well to opt for the Bar-Sto touch to his 
custom weapons. 

“Accuracy job” seems to be one of 
those nebulous terms that each gunsmith 
defines at his own pleasure. The fact is, 
however, that unless you shoot bullseye 
matches with the same weapon, you can 
get along fine with an “unaccurized” 
Mark IV for combat competition. One 
addendum to this remark is that shooting 
is 90% psychological. If you feel that you 
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will shoot better with an “accuracy job,” 
then by all means put your money up. 
Just be aware that you don’t need the 
extra work and expense for most combat 
shooting. Indeed, a tight “accuracy job” 
may decrease reliability. 

The Behlert interpretation of “ac¬ 
curacy job’’ appears from testing to be 
an adequate rendering of the term. The 
weapon prints at the point of aim without 
a need to fiddle with the sight adjust¬ 
ments. Seven rounds cut one ragged hole 
at seven meters; 15 meters opened up the 
group somewhat; and 25 meter shots 
all stayed well within the head of an 
I.P.S.C. target. I did not bench rest the 
weapon. The combat accuracy was suf¬ 
ficient and bench resting for smaller 
groups was not relevant to the intended 
use of the piece. 

Reliability was flawless with factory 
hardball; however, loads built from 230- 
grain cast bullets backed by five grains of 
Bullseye in military cases fed with 
inconsistent results. Out of 100 rounds, 
there were nine malfunctions. However, 
all nine occurred in the first fifteen 
rounds cycled through the weapon and all 
nine hangups were caused by the slide 
failing to lock into battery after recoil. 
Pushing the slide forward into battery 
solved the problem for that cycle. The 
same reloads feed flawlessly in my 
weapons now, but I recall the same 
lock-up problems when my guns were 
brand new. After all, even a Ferrari 
needs to be broken in. 

The trigger pull is a little heavy at a 
shade over four pounds, but it is vpry 
crisp with no creep. An adjustable 
trigger stop is installed in a serrated 
short trigger. My long fingers would be 
much more at home with a long trigger 
and about 3 Vi pounds of trigger pull. 

One problem was noted with the trig¬ 
ger. Occasionally, when firing on the 
range, the trigger would fail to return 
to engage the sear. The weapon was 
returned to Behlert for adjustment, 
where the problem was rectified post 
haste. This brings up one of those rules 
that you should engrave on the inside of 
your forehead. Test fire any weapon that 
you intend to carry or use in competi- 


Above: Behlert did a fine job of in¬ 
stalling the Smith and Wesson “K” 
sight. Note alien head screw that se¬ 
cures sight to frame, behind ejection 
port. 

tion before the fact. Any weapon new 
from the factory or new from the gun¬ 
smith should be wrung out rigorously 
before you entrust it with the outcome of 
a match or the defense of your life! 

The normal functioning modifications 
are evident on the silvery Colt. The feed 
ramp is polished, the ejection port is 
opened up and the Bar-Sto barrel, as a 
standard feature, is throated. These 
modifications allow the Belhert .45 to 
feed empty .45 cases without a hitch. 


Above: Behlert stippling of front of 
frame is well done and functional. 
Front of trigger guard is also stippled. 


Then it will function with almost any 
bullet style without failure. 

For those battered souls who have 
suffered the “Colt Hammer Bite” syn¬ 
drome on the web of their shooting 
hands, Behlert lengthens the grip safety 
to protect this tender area. He then 
installs a Commander Hammer. This 
combination of features virtually elimi¬ 
nates hammer bite. Those afflicted by 
the “CHB” syndrome may now rejoice. 

The grip safety has been pinned into 
the frame, thus deactivating this safety 
feature. In theory, if the shooter does not 
grip the weapon properly on a fast draw, 
the grip safety may not be depressed 
sufficiently to deactivate it and, of 
course, pinning the grip safety perman¬ 
ently deactivates it. I have never seen the 
value of this idea for my own use, and I 
advise against such a modification for a 
duty-to-defensive weapon. For strictly 
competition, if you have a problem with 
the grip safety on your weapon, a rubber 
band wrapped around the frame over the 
grip safety; will give the same result. My 

i 

I 

Ejection port is enlarged and shaped to 
facilitate positive ejection of spent cases. 
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Extended grip safety and Colt Commander hammer 
eliminate “hammer bite syndrome.” Swenson safety 
is worth expense as it allows gun to be put into action 
more rapidly. Note pinned (deactivated) grip safety. 


The reshaped trigger guard gives the index finger of 
the weak hand a solid perch. 


own solution to this problem is to concen¬ 
trate on achieving a good grip on the .45 
each and every time I draw. 

A Swenson ambidextrous safety graces 
the piece. This relatively expensive little 
item does indeed speed up the process 
of thumb safety manipulation and is in¬ 
valuable to south paws, but I’ve seen a 
lot of fine competitors win matches with 
the stock Colt safety. 

The trigger guard on Brown’s custom 
auto has been reshaped and stippled 


solid) left-index-fmger-in-front-of-the- 
trigger guard grip. The new shape of the 
front of the trigger guard creates a shal¬ 
low hook which provides a secure seat for 
the index finger. The stippling is sharp 
and very nicely done. 

The front of the grip area of the frame 
is stippled sharply and attractively. 
Asthetically, I have always preferred 
checkering, which is more expensive 
than stippling, but it is not necessarily 
more effective in providing a non-siip 


A beveled magazine well facilitates a 
speed reload. The resulting bevel acts 
like a funnel, giving you a slightly larger 
opening to hit with a fresh magazine. 

Accompanying Brown’s Behlert cus¬ 
tomized piece was a Ranger holster, 
magazine pouch and belt combo, put out 
by Ranger Leather Products, Inc., P.O. 
Box 3198, East Camden, Arkansas 71701. 
A lot of thought was put into this outfit. 
The Ranger holster is designed for securi¬ 
ty and protection of the weapon. The 
sample provided was finished in a pol¬ 
ished green and brown camouflage 
motif. The obviously military appearance 
of this Ranger outfit is entirely functional 
and equally at home in the backwoods of 
the Rocky Mountains as in overseas bat¬ 
tlefields. (This outfit will be covered in 
more detail in my next column.) 

There you have it. I’ve attempted to 
give you a critique of a specific weapon 
from a specific gunsmith as well as a 
critique of .45 auto pistol modifications 
in general. I’ve tried to be as critical as 
possible about each modification to help 
you differentiate between the absolutely 
necessary, the almost necessary, the 


Swenson Safety on this Behlert .45 is 
relatively expensive, but makes quick 
handling of the Colt even quicker. 


to accommodate the fashionable (and surface. 
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nice-to-have, and the luxury modifica¬ 
tions which are available. 

Spend as little or as much as you want, 
but please shop for a competent gun¬ 
smith. Look at his work, talk to his cus¬ 
tomers, and read his menu with an eye 
for the prices. Also, be aware that when 
you receive the package containing your 
customized pride and joy, your wait is 
not necessarily finished. Sure, the piece 
may fit you like a pigskin glove, but 


chances are that some small idiosyncracy 
may rub you the wrong way. A competent 
gunsmith, like Behlert, knows this and 
will work with you to tailor that weapon 
to fit your needs and your personality. 
The result is well worth the effort—a 
precision tool that fits both you and the 
task at hand. 

* 


The unique camouflaged Ranger holster, belt and magazine pouch which accom¬ 
panied the Behlert .45 for testing will be evaluated in next issue. 




LEARN 
The New Pistolcraft 

At Jeff Cooper's 
API Training Center. 



The American Pistol Institute is now accepting 
applications for training of police, military and 
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the 
new 120-acre training center. Basic course 
teaches you to shoot carefully and quickly; to hit 
single, multiple and moving targets; to move cor¬ 
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re¬ 
spond properly to the unexpected; and much 
more. Unique, prover teaching method quickly 
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive 
pistolcraft. 

FOR 8-PAGE BROCHURE, SEND $1 to: 

The American Pistol Institute 
Box401-F Paulden, AZ 86334 


.45 AUTO ACCESSORIES 

MAKE YOUR PISTOL SHOOT 
LIKE A RIFLE M 


2.5X PISTOL SCOPE 49.00 
SCOPE KXINT 19.00 



VERTICAL FOREGRIP 23.00 
25 SHOT MAGAZINE 23.00 

ADD 2.00 PAR PEI ORDER 

ATC RO. BOX 5806 

US VEGAS, NEVADA 69102 



death from above 


RHODESIAN 

ARMY 


SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 
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SOF T-SHIRTS $5.0515AOI 

PLEASE INCLUDE 70* POSTAGE 

ORDER TODAY 


EACH ITEM 


FROM: Phoenix Associates 
PO Box 693/Dept SF 
Boulder CO 80306 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS___ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP 


T Shirt letter, size and quantity 


XL L M S QUANTITY 
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Dynamiting With Donovan 



Building to be demolished is 250 feet long and 150 feet wide. 
Center elevator shaft is 120 feet high. 



Initial blast. Charge detonated from outside to center. 127 
pounds of gelatin dynamite were placed in 257 locations. 



Elevator shaft, in center of building, is separated from build¬ 
ing. Structure is collapsing on its foundations. 


I* 



Eleven seconds after detonation, Donovan has created a 
mound of broken brick, twisted steel, splintered wood and 
shattered glass. 









by Devin Benson 

127 lbs. of gelatin Dynamite 
+ John Donovan = 

1000s of tons of rubble 

On 16 March 1977, near Wood- 
river, Illinois, SOF Demo Editor 
John Donovan demonstrated how 
to get the most bang out of a 
buck. And he didn’t even use a 
nuke! 

He used 127 pounds of gelatin 
dynamite to drop the structure. 
Donovan’s “Tender Loving Care” 
was a tannery 250 feet long and 
150 feet wide. The highest por¬ 
tion, 120 feet, was the elevator 
shaft, located in the front center; 
the remainder of the building was 
85 feet high. 

The massive building, con¬ 
structed in 1917, at one time 
housed 1500 employees. The tan¬ 
nery operation was terminated in 
1964. Subsequently, Shell Oil Co. 
purchased the property for future 
refinery expansion. 

Shell executives determined it 
would be far less costly to blow 
the building than use convention¬ 
al means of demolition. They con¬ 
tacted Donovan, who had explo¬ 
sives and was willing to travel. 
Donovan, who is also a structural 
engineer, analyzed the building 
blueprints and designated the 
primary points of stress. 

“The space in a structure of 
this nature contains 85% air,” 
Donovan noted. “So you knock 
out the supports and let gravity 
do the rest.” 

Donovan and his small crew of 
demolition specialists spent two 
weeks drilling 257 shot holes 
which ranged in depth from 18 
inches in 24-inch cypress timbers 
to four feet in 4 x 4 reinforced con¬ 
crete corner supports. Ten hours 
were required to load and wire 
the shot holes. 

The job was shot electrically 
with 13 separate delays. Eleven 
seconds after detonation, the tan¬ 
nery was a pile of rubble. This 
summer Donovan will be shooting 
five bridges in the Midwest. 


NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1W to 1” at 
connecting end. 12" lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 




OCTAGON Chain Style 

NO. 114 - 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 115 - 12 IN., 14 OZ.. Black 


Each 

$8.95 


NO. 103 - 12 IN., 16 OZ., Rosewood 


$11.95 


ROUND Chain Style Each 



SHURIKEN 


No. 226 


200 NO. 201 


NO. 120- 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 113- 12 IN . 14 OZ.. Black 


$8.95 


1 


OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style 

NO. 106 - 14 IN.. 12 OZ., No finish 
NO. 107 - 1 2 IN . 11 OZ„ No finish 


Each 

$4.95 


Martial arts throwing knife. 


Throw like dart. 200 is 4” 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16” thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8" 
thick, 3Vi” & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 


[/> SEND FOR 
1 r jp*J YOUR S NOW | 


Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI no. 9090 - $7.95 

By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech¬ 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted lor orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN’S SPORTS 

620 Fairview Ave. Dept. SF 
Neptune, N.J. 07753 

201 - 922 - 3382 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10—75c 

$10 to $20-$1.00 

Over $20-$1.50 



FOR THE FINEST CUSTOM HAND¬ 
GUN WORK & ACCESSORIES, 
SIGHTS, ACTION WORK, GRIPS 
AND SPECIAL FINISHES, SEND 
$1.00 FOR OUR SEVEN PAGES OF 
PRICES AND DESCRIPTIONS TO: 


ms 

m lemidm mtmt, dcpL son 

UNION, tfEir JERSEY 0?0fi3 
TCLCPNONC ! £IO-66f~3350 
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A large, green Ford turned slowly at 
the Howard Johnson’s Motor Inn and 
pulled up in front of the restaurant where 
Ed Arthur stood waiting, his collar turned 
up against the brisk, February wind. 

Ed opened the door and got in. 

The slender, hawk-faced man behind 
the wheel looked over his new passenger, 
then leaned over to introduce himself. 


‘Tm Tom Decker, FBI. ,, 

“Ed Arthur.” 

They shook hands. 

Decker put the car in gear again and 
pulled slowly past the front of the motel 
on the north edge of Columbus, Ohio. He 
pulled into a parking space at the side. 

Decker sized up Arthur again. 

“You got a piece?” 

“Don’t need one.” 

‘ ‘Any recording devices. ’ ’ 

“Nope.” 

“You don’t mind if I just kind of pat 
you down and check, do you?’’ 






Ed opened his coat. 

“Be my guest.” 

Decker made a quick frisk. 

“Okay.” He said. “Now, this bribe 
stuff.” 

Ed outlined again a meeting at Fort 
Carson, Colorado, where he had been an 
instructor at the Army’s Recondo School. 
Ed had been offered $25,000.00 for in¬ 
formation on Cuban missile installations. 
He was told the information was being 
gathered for use in the Democratic 1972 
presidential campaign. Ed refused and 
reported the offer to his supervisors, 
charging it was an attempt to bribe a 
government employee. 

Ed’s report of the offer had kicked 
about in the bureaucracy for years. 

In 1973, Ed Arthur was called before 
the Senate Watergate Committee to 
testify about the incident. But little came 
of his appearance before the committee. 

In January of 1974, Ed Arthur wrote 
to Representative John Ashbrook, 


R-Ohio, reviewing the bribe offer and 
asking that some legal action be taken 
and that the matter be given further in¬ 
vestigation. That letter was turned over 
to the Justice Department, which ar¬ 
ranged for the February meeting between 
Decker and Arthur. 

But the two men’s conversation soon 
swayed from political tricks to other 
matters on Decker’s mind. 

And primary on Decker’s mind at the 
time was the Bottoms of west Columbus, 
Ed Arthur's boyhood home. 

Decker said several residents of the 
Bottoms area were suspected in an inter¬ 
state bank robbery ring. He asked if Ed 
had heard any rumors or barroom gossip 
about the operation. 

Ed said he hadn’t. 

The two discussed the area and where 
such people would be likely to congregate 
— and possibly brag about their exploits. 

Ed named a couple of bars. But Decker 
wanted more. 












‘‘Look,” the agent said, leaning toward 
Ed. “You’ve got a hell of a service 
record. You were a damn good soldier 
and a good cop. We can use people like 
you. We need help,” 

Ed was reluctant. 

WORK FOR THE FBI? 

“To be honest. I’ve never really 
trusted the Bureau. I knew too many 
policemen who’ve had nothing but 
grief.” 

“We’ve had our problems. Sometimes 
we haven’t seen eye to eye with local 
police. There’ve been some hard feel¬ 
ings. I admit that. But we’re all try in’ to 
do the same job. Deep down, we all want 
the same thing.” 

Ed was silent. 

“There’s more than just this bank rob¬ 
bery business,” Decker continued. 
“There’s white slavery — drug peddling 
— and it’s all being run right out of the 
Bottoms.” 

Ed shrugged. 

“That’s nothing new.” 

“But it doesn’t have to stay that way. 
You’re a trained law officer. And you’re 
from the Bottoms. You can get into places 
where we can’t. You can find out what we 
can’t. Maybe you can help change it. 
Make it better. All we’re asking is that 
you give it a try.” 

Ed thought for a moment. 

“Look,” he told him. “I’m on disabil¬ 
ity. I’ve got a family. I can’t go gallivant¬ 
ing around the Bottoms. I just haven’t got 
the money to go hopping around doing 
your intel work.” 

Decker reassured him that any money 
Ed spent in the course of his investiga¬ 
tions would be reimbursed by the Bu¬ 
reau. 

But Ed was less than convinced. 

“It’s been a long time since I’ve been 
around the West Side,” Ed told him. “A 
lot of things have changed. There’s new 
people. New scams.” 

“But you still have friends there.” 

Ed nodded. 

“All we’re asking is that you keep your 
eyes open. And if you dig up anything, 
give us a call.” 

“I might be able to do that. I’ll think 
about it.” 

“Okay.” 

“But no promises,” Ed interrupted. 
“No promises,” Decker agreed. ^ 

“KEEP YOUR EYES OPEN” 

Decker drove Ed back to where Ed had 
parked his car and the two said goodbye. 

For about a week, Ed mulled over 
Decker’s request. In late February 1974, 
he telephoned Decker at the FBI office in 
Columbus. 

“You win,” Ed told him. “I’ll do it.” 

Ed Arthur, on patrol in An Khe pass 
with 9th Cav., 1st Cav. Div. Arthur 
served two tours in Nam. 


Decker thanked him and told Ed he 
would visit Ed at Arthur’s home north of 
Columbus as soon as possible. 

About a week later, Decker paid a visit 
at Ed’s house. But Ed was gone. Decker 
left his name with Ed’s wife. 

A few days later, Decker made another 
stop at the Arthur home. This time, he 
found Ed at home alone. 

The two spent nearly an hour reviewing 
FBI interests in the goings on in the Bot¬ 
toms. A tri-state bank robbery ring be¬ 
lieved operated by several Bottoms’ 
toughs and a drug-white-slavery' ring also 
believed operated through the Bottoms 
were chief on the list. 

Ed warned that some of the tasks could 
involve him in dangerous situations. He 
showed Decker the .38 police special he 
had carried while on duty with the Teller 
County, Colorado, sheriffs police and 
asked if arrangements could be made for 
him to carry the weapon. 

“If I’m getting into what I think I’m 
getting into, I want to be able to protect 
myself without getting my ass thrown in 
the slammer,” Ed told Decker. 

“No problem.” 

“I WANT TO 
PROTECT MYSELF” 

Decker handed Ed his card and jotted 
down his home phone number. He said if 
Ed was ever held on a weapons charge by 
local police, he should have the depart¬ 
ment call him and the matter would be 
dropped. 

Ed spent the following 16 months 
tracking down leads for the FBI. Most of 
his work centered on a white slavery ring 
that hooked young women on drugs, then 
forced them into prostitution to support 
the habit. 

But things changed quickly in July 
1975. 

In mid-July, Ed received a telephone 
call from Daniele Pierre Waltener, who 
described himself in a thick French 
accent as a member of the Wild Geese, an 
international association of mercenaries. 

Waltner said he had seen Ed on a tele¬ 
vision show about the Cuban exile 
movement and that he would like to talk 
to him about the mercenary movement in 
Angola. 

Ed made arrangements to visit 
Waltener at Waltener’s home in Newark, 
Ohio, about 20 miles outside Columbus. 

Ed made the trip the following week. 

Waltener, a fast-talking, muscular man 
in his early 30s, met him at the door. 

WILD GEESE IN ANGOLA 

The Frenchman explained that he had 
been involved with the French army in 
Algeria, fought as a mercenary in the 
Congo, and had served in the U.S. Army 
Airborne in Vietnam. He said he headed 
the Wild Geese Association and that the 
Association had several thousand ex¬ 
perienced mercenaries ready to fight in 
Angola. He said he was negotiating with 


C.O.R.E. for a contract to send some 300 
meres to Angola to join forces with 
UNIDA, one of the two pro-western 
factions in the Angolan civil conflict. 
Waltener also said he was seeking new 
recruits to expand the Wild Geese and 
asked Ed if he would like to join. 

Ed said he was interested and would 
consider the proposal. 

Waltener rattled on for several hours 
about his experiences in Algeria, both 
with the French army and with the OAS 
mercenary force and his involvement in 
OAS efforts to raise funds and to assassi¬ 
nate Charles deGaulle. He also remi¬ 
nisced about his experiences in the 
Congo, Oman, Biafra, and Vietnam. 

The following morning, Ed telephoned 
Tom Decker and advised him of Wal¬ 
tener’s enterprises. Decker told him to 
put together whatever information he 
could on Waltener’s recruiting operations 
and to file a report. 

During the next several months, Ed 
nurtured a friendship with the French¬ 
man, though deftly avoiding any commit¬ 
ment to the Wild Geese or Waltener’s 
planned Angolan excursion. 

Ed also was working up a profile on 
Waltener and his Wild Geese. 

“DO YOU KNOW 
WALTENER?” 

Ed contacted several old associates 
involved in or close to the mercenary 
movement to gather intelligence on 
Waltener, As the information accumu¬ 
lated, Waltener’s credibility evaporated. 
He was looking more and more like a 
simple braggart. 

But Ed was never quite sure. He 
maintained close contact with Waltener. 

And Waltener regularly pressed Ed for 
a commitment to the Wild Geese and the 
outfit’s planned Angolan campaign, 

Waltener particularly wanted Ed’s 
assistance in press relations. He was im¬ 
pressed by the two books and several 
newspaper and magazine articles written 
about Arthur and hoped to have his own 
biography published. He frequently 
urged Ed to put him in contact with 
writers and publishers who might be 
interested in his life story. 

Ed strung him along and the two met or 
talked together frequently. 

Waltener was visiting Ed in mid- 
September 1975 when Ed was visited by a 
representative of the owners of St. 
Vincent Island in the Caribbean. The 
island’s owners had asked Ed to devise a 
plan for an island security force and 
Waltener listened silently as Ed outlined 
his proposals. 

WALTENER HORNS IN 

As Ed talked, Waltener was devising 
some plans of his own. 

By October, Waltener’s plans to land a 
contract for the defense of St. Vincent’s 
were complete. 
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In early October, Ed, seeking to 
expand his knowledge of the mysterious 
M. Waltener, invited the Frenchman to 
accompany him on a trip to Cincinnati. 

Waltener jumped at the chance, and 
quickly set up some business of his own, 
setting a meeting with representatives of 
St. Vincent’s island to discuss a proposal 
for Wild Geese to handle the training and 
staffing of the island security force. 

The two men whiled away the drive to 
Cincinnati with war stories — mostly 
Waltener’s — and a recital of Waltener’s 
problems with the Veterans Administra¬ 
tion. 

But Ed noted that Waltener was get¬ 
ting increasingly aggressive in efforts to 
add Ed’s name to the roster of the Wild 
Geese. 

By the time the two reached Cincinnati, 
Waltener’s harpings were beginning to 
get on Ed’s nerves. And the Frenchman’s 
rantings seemed to be getting worse. 

“Remember, I don’t just need you. We 
need each other. We’re a team,” he 
argued. 

“Not yet we aren’t.” 

Ed’s response triggered a long, sullen 
silence. 

By the time they arrived at the 
Cincinnati home where they were to 
stay, the tension had peaked. 

SHOWDOWN IN 
CINCINNATI 

And the showdown would not be long 
in coming. 

Waltener’s attitude was openly deri¬ 
sive when the topic of Ed and the Wild 
Geese came up in conversation with 
several other persons. 

“He’s thinking about it, he’s thinking 
about it,” Waltener chimed, mimicking 
Ed’s customary answer to his entreaties 
for Ed to join up. “Damned slowest mind 
I ever saw.” 

Ed was rigid. “Shutup.” 

“Why. Are you thinking?” 

“I’m warning you, Daniele. Let it go.” 

“The thinker speaks.’-’ 

“Daniele!” 


“Think, think, think. Silence. Got¬ 
ta. .. 

Ed’s fist slashed up and forward, 
catching the Frenchman squarely in the 
face. Blood gushed from a deep gash in 
his flesh. 

Ed cocked his arm for another blow but 
stayed it. 

The Frenchman reached instinctively 
for the pearl-handled revolver he carried 
in a shoulder holster. Ed stopped him 
with a stare. 

Bleeding, Waltener got up and stag¬ 
gered to the bathroom. 

Ed turned and walked away. 

Several other residents of the house 
helped the bleeding Frenchman tend his 
injured face. 

“I lost my train of thought and it hit 
him in the face,” Ed told the others. 

Waltener, sheepish and sullen, 
emerged from the bathroom about a half- 
hour later with a bandage on his bruised 
face. He and Ed exchanged glances, then 
he left for a meeting to discuss his 
proposal for a security force of St. 
Vincent’s island. 

Ed went about his business. 

When the two men met later, the inci¬ 
dent was not mentioned. But Waltener 
was more restrained — and still seemed 
somewhat sullen. 

“THE OFFER STILL 
STANDS” 

Waitener told Ed his offer still stood 
and that he wanted Ed in the Wild Geese. 
But he would no longer pressure Ed for a 
decision. 

The following month, Ed received a 
telephone call from Lobo del Sol, an old 
friend from California. 

The young Vietnam vet told Ed that he 
had joined a mercenary group destined 
for Angola and asked Ed if he wanted to 
get in on the action. 

Lobo said a man named David Bufkin 
was recruiting mercenaries for 
commando-type operations to knock out 
guerrilla camps in Venezuela and for 
action with the FNLA in Angola. 


Ed advised Lobo to steer clear of the 
recruiting, and outlined his experiences 
with Waltener. But Lobo was sure of his 
operation, and confident of Bufkin. 

Ed agreed to come out and check 
things out himself. 

Later, Ed called Tom Decker and out¬ 
lined Bufkin’s California recruiting and 
the planned operations in Africa and 
South America. 

Decker asked Ed to follow up the re¬ 
port. Ed said he planned to travel to 
California to talk with Lobo and gather 
more information about Bufkin but that it 
would take money to finance the opera¬ 
tion. He reminded Decker that, so far, he 
had been given only $60 for expenses in¬ 
curred during the past 20 months and 
that he had spent much more than that in 
his work for the Bureau. 

Decker explained that the vouchers for 
expenses had been held up in Cincinnati 
and assured Ed that the money due Ed, 
plus expenses for the California trip, 
would be paid soon. 

In late November, Ed borrowed $1,000 
and headed for California to meet with 
Lobo.’ 

When Ed arrived at Lobo’s Redondo 
Beach, California, apartment, he found 
his old friend highly excited about the 
prospects for impending adventures. 

“We’re gonna get at ’em again. How 
’bout it! Come on. You in?” 

But his enthusiasm was less than con¬ 
tagious. 

“I think you gotta be careful,” Ed told 
him. “There’s all kinds of kooks runnin’ 
around recruiting. If I was you I’d forget 
about it.” 

“You’re not. Not by a good 15 years.” 

“Okay, okay. But at least find out what 
you’re getting into.” 

“It’s a good deal. Really.” 

BUFKIN'S PITCH 

Lobo began outlining the benefits. The 
salary was unusually high — $1,500 a 
month. Air fare was paid roundtrip, with 
a guarantee that if a recruit arrived and 
decided he didn’t like the operational 
setup, he could get back on the plane and 
head home with no charge for the trip. 
And, Lobo said, he would be able to train 
and lead his own squad. 

But Ed Arthur was not impressed. 

“What about the operation, man. I 
don’t want to know about the fringe 
benefits. What about medics? Equip¬ 
ment? You gonna get any insurance? Arid 
who the hell’s running the operation? 
And how? You don’t know what kind of a 
deal you’re gettin’ ’til you know that.” 

“Well hell, at least it’s another chance 
to have at the communists. And the damn 
Cubans are there, man. I thought you’d 
wanna another crack at them.” 

Ed Arthur, left, with Angolan mere 
recruiter David Bufkin before Bufkin 
and meres left for Africa. 
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Ed shook his head. 

“I want a crack at ’em. But not at any 
price.” 

Lobo shrugged. 

“Well, at least it’s an operation. I don’t 
see you involved in anything. At least 
Bufkin’s got something going.” 

“But what?” 

“Ask Bufkin.” 

“I’d like to.” 

“Then talk to him. I’ll introduce you 
when he calls.” 

“Okay by me.” 

“And if it’s a sound operation?” 

“Then by God I’ll join it myself. But 
don’t hold your breath.” 

“You got a deal.” 

The two shook hands. 

Bufkin called the following day and 
Lobo was good to his word. 

Ed talked at length to Bufkin; who im¬ 
mediately asked him to sign up with the 
squad for the Angolan conflict. 

But Ed peppered Bufkin with ques¬ 
tions. 

Ed first brought up the escapades of 
Daniele Pierre Waltener, asking Bufkin if 
he had ever heard of the man. 

Bufkin had. 


BUFKIN NIXES WILD GEESE 

“Hell, he’s in Tucson. But he’s a nut. 
And a liar. Don’t trust him. He’s been 
talkin’ to me about getting some people 
from his ruptured ducks or whatever that 
outfit is in Angola for the FNLA. But the 
bastard’s talking ridiculous money. And 
he ain’t yet come up with a name. He’s a 
fraud. And I don’t think he did all those 
things he said he did in Algeria and the 
Congo. Just a lotta wind.” 

“What about your operation?” 

“We’re straight. Been working outta 
Zaire. I just come back to rustle up some 
more people. We need people and we got 
the money to buy the best. And we want 
the best.” 

Bufkin outlined the terms — $1,500 a 
month, air fare and a system under which 
experienced soldiers like Arthur would 
train and lead their own troops into 
combat. 

But Ed had more questions. 

“Where’s the money come from?” 

“I can’t tell you that. It’s classified. 
But money’s no problem. It’s there. Lots 
of it.” ■' 

“What kind of personnel are you get¬ 
ting? How are they qualified — Recondo, 
Airborne, Ranger?” 

“We’ve got experienced people. All 
combat qualified. We’ve got some 
Recondo, some Airborne qualified.” 

“What about the government? We 
gonna get any hassles from Uncle Sam?” 

“No problem. I can guarantee there’ll 
be absolutely no government inter¬ 
ference.” Bufkin laughed slyly. 

Ed asked about hospital care, insur¬ 
ance, the treatment of wounded and their 


return to the United States. Bufkin’s 
answers seemed vague, sometimes 
evasive. 

“And what about weapons.” 

“No problem. All American. Top 
stuff.” 

‘‘But exactly what have you got?” 

“I can’t get into that. But it’s enough 
to do the job. More than enough.” 

But Bufkin’s answers were not enough 
to sell Ed Arthur. 

When the conversation ended, Ed 
looked at Lobo and shook his head. 

“Well, what?’’Lobo asked. 

“GET THE FUCK OUT” 

“My advice to you is to get the fuck 
outta this thing. It stinks. This Bufkin is 
a clown. He doesn’t know what he’s 
doing.” 

“But at least he’s doing something,” \ 
Lobo snapped. “It’s more than I can say 
for some people.” 

“It’s your ass. But if you wanna keep .it 
outta the fire you better steer clear.” 

“It’s my ass.” 

“Have it your way.” 

Lobo didn’t seem as enthusiastic as he 
had. But he was still determined to join 
Bufkin on an Angolan battlefield. 

But to both Ed and Lobo, the topic was 
closed. Each had made up his mind. And 
each knew it would be an exercise in 
futility to try to change the other’s deci¬ 
sion. 

Several days later, Daniele Pierre 
Waltener telephoned Ed Arthur at Lobo’s 
apartment. 

He had another recruitment pitch. 

The Frenchman explained that he was 
in Tucson trying to recruit black soldiers 
to join the UNIDA force in Angola. He 
said he had the operation ready to go and 
that he still wanted Ed. 

“It’s all lined up. We’re on standby 
ready to roll. And we need you.” 

Waltener again reviewed the financial 
arrangements. 

“There’s money to be made. It’s there 
for the taking and we might as well take 
it. If we don’t somebody else will.” 

But Ed explained that he had other 
commitments at the moment and couldn’t 
take on any new assignments. 

“But keep me advised,” Ed told him. 

Ed told Waltener he had talked to Dave 
Bufkin and that Bufkin had also tried to 
recruit him. 

“DON’T TRUST THE 
BASTARD” 

“Don’t trust the bastard. He’s a fake. 
He doesn’t know what the hell he’s 
doing,” Waltener told Ed, his words 
rushing a mile a minute. 

“What has Bufkin got? Nobody. He’s 
recruiting boys,” the Frenchman con- ] 
tinued. “His people don’t have experi¬ 
ence. Maybe a little time in Vietnam — if 
that. They aren’t mercenaries. I’ve got 
the professionals. Guys from the Congo, | 


IN 

RETROSPECT 

by Ed Arthur 

The American mercenary' is the prod¬ 
uct of betrayal — the offspring of political 
prostitution. 

He is the patriot of a nation governed in 
secret, swayed by the everchanging, 
often wanton tides of clandestine policy 
and backroom deals, the pawn in the 
often ridiculous, frequently diabolical, 
game called international diplomacy. 

The mercenary is both product and 
symbol of an era of disillusionment — an 
era whose brief history began with 
Korea, was molded by the Cold War, and 
ended in humiliation in Vietnam. 

To the American male, conditioned 
from childhood to win, raised with pride 
and self-esteem, Vietnam was a final, 
ego-killing putdown—a putdown taken 
personally by many who fought there. 

When slapped in the face with sur¬ 
render—stripped even of the solace of 
dignity in valiant defeat—many reacted 
with frustration, anger, and the empti¬ 
ness of political impotence. 

Patriotism was broken by the weight of 
spineless political appeasers who waver¬ 
ed with every ripple of public opinion, 
hiding from any firm commitment. A 
war that could have been won was 
forfeited—not lost—through political 
backsliding and flimflamming. 

The soldiers of a nation, leaderiess and 
undirected, were left to seek their own 
direction. 

For many, the direction was back to the 
battlefield—to confront their vanquishers 
and prove they were still willing to fight, 
and confident in victory. Their individual 
decisions created a growing band of 
American mercenaries. 

They increase each time the govern¬ 
ment chooses to deal instead of decide, to 
compromise instead of commit, to waver 
instead of stand firm, and to baca down 
instead of confronting its challenges. 
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Ninia 

Equipment 


Night Suits 

Black jacket with hidden shuriken 
pocket. Black pants with leg ties. 

2 arm guards and headband. 

Small (up to 5'6") $42.50 

Medium (5'6" -6') $45.00 

Large (6' & up) $47.50 
Tabi (shoes) 

Black hi-top canvas with special 
sole/toe grips. 

Sizes 7-11 $27.50 

Ninja Combat System 
ATraining Manual -$6.00 
Practice Shuriken 
$3.00 each or 3 for $7.50 
Shuriken 

3 weighted, sharpened night-black 

$15.00 

Black Bag 

Small black leather pouch, perfect 
for darts, etc. $3.00 
Ninja’s Skin Doo $40.00 

Specially designed utility knife to be 
worn on arm or leg. Black skele¬ 
tonized handle & black leather 
sheath. 

Ninja’s Knife $45.00 

Razor sharp hollow ground blade 
w/false edge. Black lexan handle, 
black sheath for boot or belt, black 
shoulder harness. 

CATALOG AVAILABLE 

Ninja 

P.O. Box 28222/SOF 
Atlanta, Ga. 30328 


Biafra. Old Africa hands. Bufkin’s a fool. 
He’s selling those boys. Collecting $400 
for everybody he recruits. He doesn’t 
care who he sends. Just so he gets his 
money.” 

Ed told Waltener he also had a low 
opinion of Bufkin and would advise 
anyone to avoid him. 

“And that Lobo too,” Waltener 
warned. “He’s a crazy one. He doesn’t 
know what he’s doing. He’s recruiting for 
Bufkin and he doesn’t care what 
happens. He’s crazy, that one.” 

“Well, he's not recruiting me,” Ed 
said. “What he does is his own busi¬ 
ness.” 

“But watch him. He’s a crazy one.” 

“I will.” 

Ed explained he would be wrapping 
up business in California for the next few 
weeks but that Waltener could reach him 
at Lobo’s if anything came up. 

Ed spent nearly a month in California, 
carefully monitoring Bufkin’s activities 
while explaining to anyone who asked 
that he was in the area to try to sell the 
movie industry on a book written about 
him. 

He talked to Bufkin about half a dozen 
times during his stay with Lobo, but the 
conversations were brief. 

Most of his information came from 
Lobo, who kept him abreast of happen¬ 
ings as the operations heated up. 

By mid-December, several persons had 
been recruited for the South American 
operation. 

The recruits so far were Lobo, Gary 
Acker, a former Marine from Sacra¬ 
mento, California, and Bill Clinch, a 
“professional soldier.” 

Sources have since indicated that 
Clinch was an alias for a veteran CIA 
hand who had participated in a number of 
Company operations in Latin America. 

Ed returned to Columbus shortly 
before Christmas and began assessing 
the information he had gathered. 

On December 30, he contacted Tom 
Decker and outlined Bufkin’s operation. 
He told Decker of the plan for the 
commando operation against the Vene¬ 
zuelan communists and provided the 
names of those involved. He also gave 
Decker a detailed report on Angolan 
recruitment, though he was unable to 
provide information on when the re¬ 
cruits would be leaving the country. 

“GET INFO ON BUFKIN” 

Later that afternoon, Decker phoned 
Ed and asked him to get more deeply 
involved in Bufkin’s operation and gather 
more detailed information. 

Ed indicated that Bufkin was still try¬ 
ing to recruit him for the operations and 
that he would play along to gather fur¬ 
ther information. 

Bufkin and Lobo telephoned Ed fre¬ 
quently about the operation, Bufkin to 
entice Ed to join the group, and Lobo just 
to keep Ed abreast of what was hap¬ 
pening. 


Ed continued to advise Lobo to end his 
involvement with Bufkin and forget the 
operation but Lobo was firm in his deter¬ 
mination to get into the fight. 

Ed kept in contact with Decker, who 
told him his information on Bufkin’s acti¬ 
vities had been passed on to Decker’s 
superiors. 

In late January, Ed contacted Decker 
with new information. In all, he said, 
Bufkin had recruited five persons for 
Angola: Lobo del Sol and Gary Acker, 
both of whom had also been recruited for 
the later-aborted South American mis¬ 
sion. The other recruits were Gustave 
Marcelo Grillo, an Argentine-American 
and Vietnam veteran, and Danny Gear¬ 
hart, a Vietnam vet from Maryland who 
had placed an ad in Soldier of Fortune, 
seeking mercenary employment, and 
George Bacon, a former CIA operative 
and military man. 

FIVE FOR ANGOLA 

Bacon was already in Angola and 
arrangements were being made for Gear¬ 
hart, Grillo and del Sol to join him soon. 

On February 2, 1976, Ed Arthur met 
with Decker at the Columbus FBI office. 

Ed was told a new agent would be 
handling his information and was intro¬ 
duced to agent Steve Glazer. The three 
men sat down for a two-hour conference 
and briefing. 

Ed reviewed his information with 
Glazer and added that Bufkin recruits 
Gearhart, Acker and del Sol were to leave 
for New York that day on the first leg of 
their trip to Angola. 

Glazer wired to Los Angeles FBI office 
which reported the three had been under 
surveillance and were still in the Los 
Angeles area. 

The information proved wrong. 

On February 3, 1976, the four recruits 
left New York for Africa. 

Within a week, Gearhart and Acker 
had been captured. They had never fired 
a shot. 

Grillo also was captured. Bacon was 
killed. 

The FNLA was collapsing. Luanda was 
in communist hands and the country was 
being taken by storm in an armored 
assault by Cuban forces. 

Casualties and captures had reduced 
the FNLA to a token force and the pro¬ 
western troops resorted to hit-and-run 
tactics to prolong the war effort. 

In a last ditch effort to bolster the sag¬ 
ging resistance, Lobo del Sol was called 
in from the field and sent on an emerg¬ 
ency mission to the United States. Lobo’s 
orders were to contact Daniele Pierre 
Waltener and ask for his Wild Geese 
troops. 


LOBO’S STATESIDE 
MISSION 

But it was a futile mission in search of a 
phantom Army. 
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Lobo had only the money entrusted to 
him by his comrades for deposit in the 
United States, but was told by the FNLA 
command to use the money for his own 
expenses on the trip. They promised he 
would be sent more money and the 
money he had been given by his com¬ 
rades would be given to them as soon as 
they returned from the field. 

With the crisp, new $100 bills in his 
pocket, Lobo del Sol left Angola. He 
would never return. 

On February 13, 1976, Lobo met with 
Waltener at the Eastland Shopping 
Center in Columbus. 

At 11:00 a.m., the two met in a coffee 
shop. 

Lobo twisted his flowing mustache and 
stared the Frenchman in the eyes. 

“We’ll meet your price. We want your 
men. Now.” 

Waltener fiddled with the black leather 
gloves that had become his trademark 
and adjusted his shoulder holster, pro¬ 
viding a glimpse of the pearl-handled 
revolver he carried. 

“So now you come begging to Wal¬ 
tener, eh? Just like that. ‘We’re in 
trouble. Save us.* ” 

“GIMME THE MEN NOW” 

“Fuck you. You want money. We got 
it. Just gimme the men. Now.” 

“I have the men. It is no problem. But 
the terms?” 

“Name your fuckin’ terms. I want the 
men. Just gimme the fuckin’ list.” 

“In time.” 

“That’s what I haven’t got. Ed 
Arthur’s coming in a half hour. Now I 
want that list. You got your terms. Come 
clean.” 

“These things are not so quickly ar¬ 
ranged.” 

“You lyin’ little bag of shit.” Lobo’s 
voice was a crackling hiss. “You ain’t got 
a damn thing. Just a fucking little liar. All 
you got is a cut pair o’ gloves and a big 
fuckin’ mouth. Get the fuck outta my 
face.” 

“Listen. I won’t take that. You need 
me. 

“You eat shit. Just get outta my face 
before I knock your shitty little head off.” 

“You can’t threaten me. You want you 
want. You come begging then you 
threaten. I’m not alone here. I have my 
men.” 

“Fuck you and your playmates and the 
horse you rode in on. If you’re not outta 
my sight, your little friends are gonna 
have to carry you out. And you better 
have six of ’em. That box gets heavy.” 

“Fool,” Waltener spat. 

He stomped out. 

Lobo felt numb, weak. 

LAST HOPE GONE 

The last hope of the FNLA had evapo¬ 
rated with the phantom Frenchman and 
he could feel the knot in his gut that he 
had been hiding for more than a day. 
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Mark 11 Voice Afraiyipi 
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(201) 751-0001 ! Cable: LEA 




The MARK II operates directly from a 
microphone or from any tape recorder 
providing an instantaneous digital display 
of stress reactions of the speaker. 

Ten years Of intensive research & devel¬ 
opment has resulted in a revolutionary 
new electronic digital device providing an 
instantaneous numeric value of stress in 
speech. 

Applications include pre-employment 
screening, police and security investiga¬ 
tions, insurance adjustment, internal loss 
prevention. 

L.E.A specia'izes in developing high 
quality electronic aids for specialized 
applications. 

Our scientific investigatory and coun¬ 
termeasure equipment are currently being 
used throughout the world by large and 
small companies and police departments 
who require guaranteed performance. 
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• Attache Case* Recorder • Miniature Recorders 

• Body Armour • Night Vision Systems 

• Body Transmitter ■ Parabolic Microphone 

• Countermeasures Equipment • Scramblers 
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Enclose $3.00 U.S., $5.00 overseas for postage. Refundable first order. 


SOLDIIHK OF FORTUNE 


61 



































Write for free listing. 

R.J. PERRY ASSOCIATES, INC. - BOX 151 - PARK RIDGE, IL • 60068 
(312)696-0930(24 hours) 


MACHINEGUNS - AUTOMATIC WEAPONS 


9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Light Recoil 

Superb Balance & Pointing 
Fully Machined 
Hard Chromed Barrel & Slide 
Pushbutton Support Sleeve Bushing for 
Accuracy 
6 Groove Rifling 
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& Related Para Military Ordnance 


Available to the Professional 
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Purchasers. 


We have nothing but the finest 
weapons in stock. No rewats or 
reworked machineguns. All 
available for immediate transfer to 
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Dysentery. He knew it. His face and head 
were burning and his gut was in knots. 

Lobo sipped his coffee and waited for 
Ed. 

Ed pulled into the parking lot shortly 
before noon and Waltener wheeled his 
Cadillac up beside Ed’s car. 

“Get in. I have something important to 
tell you,” the Frenchman said. 

“I haven’t got much time, Daniele. I’ve 
got a meeting in a minute.” 

“DON’T MEET WITH LOBO” 

“Don’t meet with Lobo.” 

“What?” 

“Don’t meet with Lobo. Something 
bad’s gonna happen. You don’t want to 
be there. That’s a warning.” 

“ Whaddya mean?” 

“Some guys in the mall have him 
under surveillance. He’s in trouble.” 

“Who’s got him under surveillance?” 

“I can’t tell you.” 

“Your guys?” 

“All I can tell you is that I have con¬ 
nections. With the FBI and the CIA. And 
I know he’s in trouble.” 

“If Lobo is in trouble, then I know I’m 
going in there. And if Lobo gets hurt on 
account of anything you do, this fuckin’ 
world won’t be big enough for you to 
fuckin’ hide in.” 

“Well, if you go, you go at your own 
risk.” 

Ed got out of the car and left. 

He met Lobo inside the coffee shop, 
but his old friend was pallid. 

The two left for Lobo’s room at the 
Holiday Inn. They visited for a time, with 
Ed urging Lobo several times to see a 
doctor. Lobo kept saying he was all right. 

Ed found his efforts to convince Lobo to 
see a doctor were hopeless. So he con¬ 
vinced the sick mere to go down to the 
restaurant with him to have something 
hot to eat, hoping that might ease his 
stomach pain. 

The two were having lunch when Tom 
Decker and Steve Glazer walked in. The 
two agents looked shocked to find Ed at 
the table. 

ENTER THE FBI 

Decker walked up to Ed and called him 
aside while Glazer stayed at the table 
with Lobo. 

“What the hell are you doin’ here?” 
Decker demanded. 

“Havin’lunch.” 

Decker pointed to Lobo. 

“He just got back in the country.” 

“Right. Last night. He called me first 
thing this mornin’.” 

“Is he CIA?” 

“You better just leave it alone and get 
the hell outta here. How did you know 
we were here?” 

“We got a phone tip.” 

“Did the caller have a heavy French 
accent?” 

Decker grinned. 
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“I can’t answer that.” 

“lean,” he chuckled. 

Meanwhile, Lobo and Glazer were 
having a quiet conversation. 

Glazer pressed Lobo several times, 
asking if he was connected with the Com¬ 
pany and if the Angolan operation was 
CIA. 

“I DON’T HAVE ANYTHING 
TO SAY” 

Lobo simply told them: “I don’t have 
anything to say to you people.” 

The agents left in about 10 minutes and 
Ed returned to the table with Lobo. They 
noticed almost simultaneously that 
Glazer had left his hat on the chair. 

“Oh,” said Lobo. “The poor silly. 
Shall I help him out. I’m gonna give that 
sucker personal service.” 

Lobo picked up the hat and headed for 
the door, where he caught up with 
Glazer, 

“Pardon me, but you seem to have 
forgotten your hat,” Lobo said with a 
mock politeness that seemed to translate, 
“Don’t let the door hit you in the ass on 
the way out.” 

He and Ed laughed. 

Lobo was preparing for his return to 
Angola and the fighting when Angola 
fell. He was crestfallen. 


“I QUIT” 

On February 17, 1976, Ed Arthur 
phoned Steve Glazer and informed him 
that he was terminating his relationship 
with the Bureau. Ed was distraught at the 
fall of Angola, the fates of the men he had 
watched being recruited. And he was 
angry over the Bureau’s failure to re¬ 
imburse his expenses. 

Ed had tried on several occasions to 
recover the expense money promised 
him. Promise after promise was made 
and promise after promise was broken. 
He was fed up. 

Ed turned his attention to helping the 
captured mercenaries while the FBI was 
left to conduct its own investigation of the 
Angolan fiasco. 

Ed Arthur, Soldier of Fortune Pub¬ 
lisher Bob Brown and Lobo del Sol joined 
in raising funds and recruiting an at¬ 
torney to defend the captured American 
meres. Attorney Robert Cesner of 
Columbus, Ohio, was finally chosen and 
hired by Gary Acker’s family. 

He took a quick, crash course in inter¬ 
national law at Ohio State University, 
then dashed off for Luanda. 

Cesner’s one-hour and 20 minute 
summing-up speech on behalf of white 
mercenaries before an African People’s 
Court was hailed as “a masterpiece, the 
best possible defense,” by Kermit 
Coleman, a Chicago civil rights lawyer 
who observed the trial. 

Cesner was also praised by the pre¬ 
siding judge for his earnest, dignified 
conduct in the People’s Court, and the 


law school at Luanda University has 
asked for copies of his summation. 

Even the government-controlled 
newspapers credited him for “restoring a 
balance” after the people’s prosecutor 
spent three hours and 36 minutes de¬ 
nouncing mercenarism, imperialism and 
the CIA, and only four minutes dealing 
with the specific charges. 

Cesner managed to save Acker from 
execution, though all three Americans 
were convicted along with 10 other meres 
for crimes against the people of Angola. 

While Cesner was fighting for the 
meres, the FBI was looking into the 
recruitment. 

FBI PROBESSOF 

Agents conducted a thorough probe of 
Soldier of Fortune magazine, which some 
had charged was a front for mercenary 
recruitment operations. Gearhart’s ad 
seeking mercenary employment had 
appeared in SOF and Waltener’s Wild 
Geese group’s ads had appeared regu¬ 
larly in the magazine. But the agency 
could find no evidence to indicate that 
SOF was involved in recruitment and 
could find no illegal activity on the part 
of the magazine. 

On July 6, 1976, from a jail cell in 
Luanda, Danny Gearhart penned a letter 
to his wife and four children in Maryland. 

“This will be my last letter to you, 
because I know I’m going to die,” 
Gearhart wrote. “I’m just one of those 
people who never made go. It will be very 
hard on you all, and it is all my fault, as 
most everything that has gone wrong has 
been. All I can say is that I’m sorry and I 
wish I could make it up to you ...” 

TOO LATE FOR GEARHART 

Four days later, Gearhart and three 
British meres were marched before a 
firing squad in a Luanda soccer field and 
executed. 

The entreaties of the State Department 
and the President of the United States 
had failed to alter the verdict of the 
Angolan People’s tribunal, which had 
ordered the executions of Gearhart and 
three Britons and imposed long prison 
terms on nine other defendants — in¬ 
cluding Americans Gary Acker of Sacra¬ 
mento, California, and Gustave Marcelo 
Grillo, an Argentine-American from New 
Jersey. 

President Gerald R. Ford denounced 
the execution of Gearhart. Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger warned that 
Gearhart’s death would be a major ob¬ 
stacle to normalization of relations 
between the United States and the new 
communist government of Angola and 
Angolan admission to the United Nations. 

Senator Charles McMathias, R- 
Maryland, was en route to Angola to 
plead for Gearhart’s life when the firing 
squad carried out the tribunal’s sentence. 
He was too late. 

©John M. Lesar 



NEW JUST OUT! 

SECRET NAZI POLAR EXPEDITIONS 

H iIbi i rnrnic pru-wif *xplfl*ii>on ill Anlir&lici it dobw- 
irMiiihL h*r* lor tha Nr at Nmt. G-tud nm uii*f«ifr*t d 
Hmn tppwf'lwpi Qnt* T bp 5*ei« iihrLiroi ba4 

roslars mrw r*v 11 felqrtg with amazing dlscawnii — 
Mirrti H-nar lih*i, h*ki Mf ■:+*#:-. -huga nraunliii* ■nij 
■bLiudiril uurciis a* natural loads. Tht rigo** cl Fain 
comtiai — man iwtiuj- mm and man virsus Ih-i ■mighl'p 
?i#fn-pp|j' HMiir'x A»c1ic EPaHahan* i+nhl 1Pi» tf.S Cavil 
Ou*id k-. * prraiij linith\ *0 r <r # photagipph*. Hi maga, 
5 illUSEikKkwri. TtcriilC r**diiig! fl* frlui 75* OJJCifl 6. 

165 LITTLE KNOWN UFO SIGHTINGS 

iraiuma. ******1 unc#n»fri. 

unibridgvtl i*w« rapartsa? anthb-tti** myvMiincwr irf#*- 
viawi trem tht 1i t carnar? d tti* *orld. A groat baa* tb 

Eh* SkOfltlC5! -Sd phtfgl Irj lnL:l-J[f*S 

Iwn-mkcji ibawInaUFO blLii and ! QhhpgT 

rsi pastJD*. 

160 Pages, 

1*1* C0*npl*1t-ltory d Carmany* SvcrU W«^r*-UFQ 
Proflrim- 10Q lb Cahpuilud Qv**r. Laiga 

fi 1.H" i $ 1M" locmii. 145 Photograph i- 14 Cngifiaarlng 
Drawing* md IMurlrailoni 4 Mi pi- {thawing U.F.O. Bins, 
tic.) HtiL'IostHNnl-h' i* predudr+d. i*p«rrs al alpfillngi 
I tom around Ida world- StiHiftfl rr«n kh« praaml 

Man* nrrw bdar* pirtMiihad p-huloi and al*ii» mvlvriil- 
TNI* <u>rib |4 rpn ■*■ irfild dlraci bir Ilia aukhori-publlihoEi. 

fJMi *5* p*Miga. 


samisdat publ.ltd. 

206 CARLTON STREET™"! 
TORONTO, CAN ADA 

★FREE GIFT!* 

FREE WITH TOUR ORDER — biilant IlFQ Report Decoder 
— Alkiwi I ail tj dfiHflilna uFO> arlglfr Earth or Space! 

Sai>&facl>bn gusrjntg-ed -pr mpn^ refunded 


SECRETS OF MODERN KNIFE 
FIGHTING 

DAVID I! STEELE 

David Steele's long awaited book on knife fighting 
leaves no room for disappointment. Steele analyzes 
every detail of employing the knife in combat, 
including underwater knife fighting, and utilizes 
step-by-step “how to" photos. An addition he 
describes, compares and evaluates fighting 
techniques of the middle ages and the techniques 
of Jim Bowie, John Styers, and Rex Appfegate. 
Steele also evaluates a wide assortment of knives 
from ail over the world. 

CHAPTERS INCLUDE: 

• The Fighting Stiletto 

• Sheath Styles & Sharpening Stones 

• Improvised Weapons 

• Knife Fighting Past & Present 

• AND MUCH MORE! 

145 PAGES/215 PHOTOGRAPHS 
HARDCOVER: $15.95 EACH PLUS 
$1.00 P&H 

S0FTC0VER: $9.95 EACH PLUS 
$1.00 P&H 

(Colo. Res. Add 3% Sales Tax) 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

David Steele holds a Master's degree in Police 
Science. He served as rifle and pistol instructor for 
the National Rifle Assoc., and as supervisor for the 
Police Weapons Center Project at the International 
Assoc, of Chiefs of Police. Steele, an accomplished 
fencer, has written several books on small arms. 
ORDER TODAY FROM: 

PHOENIX ASSDC., 

P.0. BOX 693. DEPT. S-4. 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


63 






French Foreign 
Legion Today 

(continued from page 35) 
the latrines?’' he said. “Latrines are 
where you shit, shit is dirty so the shit 
house is dirty.” I found this little bit of 
wisdom repulsive. 

We were only allowed to shower twice 
a week for five minutes, changed our 
sheets twice in four months, and accepted 
dogs and cats as eating companions in 
the mess hall. The old U.S. Army “G.I. 
Party” was unheard of in the Legion. I 
never once saw a Legionnaire on all 
fours scrubbing anything. It was unnec¬ 
essary because it was not required. Dry 
cleaning didn’t exist. Wool uniforms 
were merely brushed and ironed by hand. 
Spit-shining boots and polishing brass 
were also nonexistent. The French never 
heard of such things. 

I once went to formation wearing a T- 
shirt beneath my fatigue jacket. An NCO 
approached me, looked at the T-shirt 
showing under my neck, and asked me if I 
was cold. When I didn’t understand what 
he was talking about, he explained that 
one only wears an undershirt if one is 
cold. 1 tried to explain that an undershirt 
absorbs body perspiration, and since we 
only had two fatigue shirts it was neces¬ 
sary to keep a clean garment next to my 
skin. He looked at me dumbfounded, 
shrugged his shoulders, and walked away 


mumbling something about “rich Amer¬ 
icans.” 

The total lack of hygiene became acute¬ 
ly apparent after about 10 days. The 
slightest cut on one’s face or hand 
swelled overnight into a festering wound. 
Blood poisoning and hideous skin sores 
abounded. The medical personnel at the 
infirmary were unable to offer any pre¬ 
vention. Penicillin was forbidden because 
it “cost too much.” As a result, many 
recruits were made to endure Legion 
training, suffering from scores of open, 
ugly infections that marked their faces 
and hands. 

I once asked my platoon leader, a man 
whom I respected, why measures were 
not taken to clean up the camp and pro¬ 
vide proper medical treatment for the 
scores of poor devils caught up in this 
sickening situation. 

He looked at me and said, “We are not 
like the American Army. We have neither 
the time, nor the money. France is poor, 
you must make do as best you can.” 

“And how about the sheets,” I said. 
“They are turning black from dirt.” 

“To wash the sheets takes too much 
water. Run along now, you’ll get along: 
Americans always improvise.” 

In contrast to the U.S. Army’s empha¬ 
sis on personal and collective hygiene, 
the Legion placed emphasis on blind 
obedience. Orders were to be obeyed, 
without a second thought, and punish¬ 


ment was handed out swiftly to slackers 
and gold-bricks. Schlappmacher (gold 
bricker), kamardenschwein (buddy- 
fucker), dodo (bum), penner (German 
for vagrant), and salaud (filth) were 
words which widened my vocabulary and 
were usually followed by a sergeant’s 
slap to the face or a kick in the shin. 

The Foreign Legion was a world where 
orders were never questioned. Hard labor 
was handed out to minor offenders 
against regulations, entailing confine¬ 
ment to a bedless cell block for a certain 
number of nights, usually from three to 
45, combined with a 12-hour work day 
digging ditches or moving boulders. 
Moving boulders seems to have been a 
favorite pastime on Corsica. 

Major offenders were subjected to the 
pelote, an exercise which consists of 
alternately running and duck-walking 
around a circle with a pack full of rocks 
on one’s back. The maximum time alloted 
is 12 minutes. I witnessed only one Le¬ 
gionnaire doing the pelote who lasted as 
long as eight minutes before passing out. 
He was then dragged to his feet by his 
ears and kicked back to his cell. 

The most serious offenders are sent 
to the Legion’s “Re-education Camp,” 
a penal institution located 2 kms from 
Corte and officially known as Le Domaine 
Saint-Jean . I would estimate there is no 
tougher military prison in the western 
world. If a Legionnaire successfully 
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passes his six months there, he is usually 
given another alias and sent to a dif¬ 
ferent unit. If by chance he is non-re¬ 
ed ucatable, he may be thrown out of the 
Legion. 

Besides emphasis on obedience, im¬ 
portance is also placed on physical con¬ 
ditioning. Forced marches are common¬ 
place, and no one goes through Legion 
training without soaking his socks more 
than once with his own blood. Marks¬ 
manship was also emphasized. However, 
only the prone position was used, both 
during day and night firing exercises. 
Failure to score well on the rifle range 
was rewarded by making you somersault 
the 200 or 300 meters back to the firing 
line. Scores were checked at the targets, 
which resulted in the entire firing line 
running back and forth from the shooting 
stand to the target after every five-round 
group. 

There was no bayonet training nor 
were there any night maneuvers. At 
night, in the dark, someone may sneak 
off: the Legion was always afraid you 
were going to desert. That is why you 
were never paid. During the year I was 
on Corsica my money went to the bank 
and I was given an allotment of $30 or 
$40 a month. If you have no money, you 
can’t buy a ticket off the island. 

The condition of the weapons was 
deplorable. Rifle barrels were pitted 
and cleaning techniques were crude. For 


example, bore cleaner was nonexistent, 
as was rifle oil. Weapons were oiled with 
10W30 motor oil and in some cases 
with crank case oil. Live firing practice 
was conducted two days a week for 13 
weeks. 

Time was also spent on the manual of 
arms and close order drill. In this field 
the French show a complete lack of im¬ 
agination. The manual of arms consists 
of only five commands: Attention, Right 
Shoulder Arms, Order Arms, Present 
Arms, and Rest. Despite the simplicity 
they could never get it right. Marching 
commands consist of Forward March, 
Right/Left Turn, and Halt. That’s all! 

Precision was nonexistent. Close order 
drill in the Foreign Legion was pathetic! 
Many times while 1 paraded with the Le¬ 
gion, I thought of the sweat I had shed 
on the drill field 10 years previously as 
a military school cadet, and how we had 
been instructed to snap our heads to the 
right on passing the reviewing stand. We 
never needed to hear the order, only to 
watch the guidon and count. When the 
guidon went up, it was the preparatory 
command of “Eyes.” You then said to 
yourself, “skip-step-right.” and on the 
right snapped the head rightward. We 
marched by the oblique, did counter 
turns, and massed companies right and 
left. In the Legion, it was a major accom¬ 
plishment to keep everyone in step. 


My friend, Brunin, who had served in 
the Queen’s Irish Guards, once re¬ 
marked, “How do you expect these 
bloody frogs to do an Eyes Right? They 
can’t even bathe.” 

What the Legion lacks in sophisticated 
close order drill, it makes up for by sing¬ 
ing. Legionnaires sing everywhere they 
go. In fact, singing in the Legion is canon¬ 
ical. If you march into camp from the 
day’s training and sing poorly, you prac¬ 
tice all night. 

Hours of your free time are spent 
marching in place by your bunk, song 
book in hand, singing at the top of your 
lungs in French or in German. Most of 
the time you never knew what the words 
meant, but singing lifted your spirits, 
and lightened the load even though it 
was a pain in the ass. 

Aside from this, training was very 
limited. When I attended U.S. Army 
basic training, everyone was instructed 
in first aid, basic map reading, personal 
and collective hygiene, gas warfare, 
bayonet training, and basic parade 
ground commands. I remember how, at 
Fort Gordon, we would be divided into 
10-man squads, and each one would take 
his turn marching the others around the 
drill field. This technique allowed every 
recruit to have a chance to assume a com¬ 
mand position, even if only for five or 10 
minutes, but the objective was to let the 
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acting commander learn by being on the 
opposite end of the chain. 

Once an American soldier finished 
Advanced Individual Training and was 
assigned to a regular unit, advancement 
in grade was in accordance with how the 
individual applied what he had already 
learned, his recommendations from im¬ 
mediate superiors, and in some cases 
scores on the “Battalion Tests,’’ con¬ 
ducted twice yearly. 

In the Legion, only the very basic 
instruction was administered to every¬ 
one. Whether one mastered what he was 
taught on Corsica was irrelevant. He 
could always be used as a floor sweeper. 
Advanced training was given only to 
those deemed fit by the company com¬ 
mander. This entailed attending an eight- 
week Corporal’s Course, considered to 
be one of the most physically demanding 
schools the Legion runs. If one passes 
this course, he may be admitted to a 
14-week NCO course, after which he will 
receive a Chief Corporal’s rating and be 
placed on probation, awaiting orders to 
receive his NCO stripes. To receive the 
rank of NCO (Sgt.) in the course of one’s 
five-year enlistment is exceptional. Many 
men spend 15 years in the Legion and 
never rise above the grade of Legion¬ 
naire. This is certainly a characteristic 
not found in other western armies. 

The rank system of the Legion also 
creates a strict dividing line between 
grades. Legionnaires and Corporals eat 
and sleep in the same facilities. Chief 
Corporals eat and sleep in the same 
facilities as the lower grades but have 
separate areas, segregating them from 


the others. NCOs live and eat in a sep¬ 
arate building as do the officers. This 
French concept of segregation does little 
to iilstill confidence amongst the troops, 
especially in the relationship between 
NCOs, enlisted personnel, and officers. 
The officer corps is so far removed from 
the Legionnaire that it makes one wonder 
just how many Legion officers have been 
shot in the back by their own men. 

Foreign Legion officers are French, 
and certainly a cut above the regular 
French officer corps, but the troops don’t 
know them, nor trust them. During my 
tour in the Legion, I only met four foreign 
officers, all in the junior grade. It is cer¬ 
tain that a foreigner in the Legion officer 
corps will never pass the rank of captain, 
even if he remains in the Legion 30 years. 
Despite this, I met some outstanding 
officers in the Legion—as well as some 
real SOBs. 

Once the training period in Bonafacio 
had ended we marched 100 kms north 
to the town of Corte, arriving in late May, 
1972. Most Legionnaires were then sent 
to one of the specialty schools operating 
in one of the Legion’s three posts located 
in or near this mountain town. 

I was assigned to a 12-week communi¬ 
cations course called “Stage Transmis¬ 
sion. ” The Stage contained about 40 
trainees, some with as much as two 
years’ service. Again, we were forced 
to live in cramped quarters, with barely 
enough space to walk between the double 
bunks. As the weather had turned hot, 
the temperature began to climb, and flies 
swarmed over everything. The French 
haven’t yet heard of window screens. 
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I became accustomed to the days’ 
routine. We were allowed showers five 
times a week and were given ample time 
to study. As the course was taught in 
French, studying was mandatory for any¬ 
one not knowing the language. The Frogs 
had no problems and usually sneaked 
out of the study room in order to drink 
beer at the bordello. My time here was 
fully occupied, and the weeks passed 
quickly; the weekends, however, brought 
trouble. 

If one army in the world has claim to 
holding a monopoly on alcoholics it’s 
the Legion. The misuse of alcohol is 
rampant, and although it is officially 
discouraged, it is simultaneously encour¬ 
aged. Holidays such as Christmas, New 
Year’s, Kings Festivals, Cameroon,*:and 
Bastille Day (July 14), are all celebrated 
by providing large amounts of beer and 
wine to people who can’t handle it. Beer 
and wine are also issued at meal time 
and considered a must for the morning 
9 a.m. snack. However, when one shows 
up drunk for duty, he is thrown in jail 
for 30 days. While in jail, he is still 
issued his wine ration, and once he is 
released, he merely resumes his old 
habits. Beer is hidden in wall lockers, 
under beds, and in desk drawers. It is 
drunk cold, warm, or hot at any time of 
the day. It’s not a drink; it’s a drug. The 
enemy can always follow the Legion 
simply by following the trail of broken 
beer bottles. 


After the eighth week of Stage Trans¬ 
mission I was convinced I would never 
make a good communications operator. 

I had no ear for the Morse Code and 
could not pass 480 letters per minute, 
and besides I had now been in the Le¬ 
gion for almost a year. 

I asked the Commandant if I could be 
transferred to the Republic of Djibouti, 
then officially known as the French Ter¬ 
ritory of the Afars and Issas, but com¬ 
monly referred to as just Djibouti. My 
paperwork was approved and on January 
9, 1973, 1 left the island of Corsica and 
returned to the transit company of the 
Legion at Aubagne. There my orders 
were cut for Djibouti and I was issued 
my hot weather gear, given shots, and an 
ill-fitting wool civilian suit. I was told 
that I had to wear civilian clothes on the 
trip over, in case the plane was forced 
down in Egypt or some other country 
where the French would have to deny 
transporting troops. 

On February 13, 1973, I arrived at the 
Djibouti Airport and was quickly trans¬ 
ported to Camp Gabode, about2km away, 
and situated on the outskirts of the city 
of Djibouti itself. Camp Gabode was 
occupied by the Command Support and 
Services Company and the 2nd Work 
Company of the 13th Demi-Brigade of 
the Legion. Their function was to provide 
all the needs for the exterior companies. 
The “Exteriors,” as they were called, 


were the peace-keeping forces located 
in border forts along the frontiers of 
Somalia and Ethiopia. 

The 13th DBLE numbered about 1200 
men, each of the four “exterior com¬ 
panies” containing about 150 men, plus 
the 400 or so personnel stationed at Ga¬ 
bode. The Legion here was still in the 
19th century. Troops slept in old, plank- 
floored, wooden barracks cooled by 
ceiling fans and surrounded by 15-foot- 
high hedges. The hedges not only kept 
out the heat but also the dust. 

Clad in my kepi, neck scarf, camou¬ 
flage jacket, and khaki hot pants, I felt 
I cut quite a figure and spent my time at 
Gabode getting used to my new environ¬ 
ment. This, I felt, was the real Legion: 
“Africa, continent of adventure, I have 
arrived at last.” 


Bill Brooks served in the U.S. Army , 
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bulletin board 

(continued from page 7) 

Sea Diving” (SOF, Summer 1976; Vol. 
1, No. 3). Dornan’s tribute reads as fol¬ 
lows: 

“Mr. Speaker, I think it highly appro¬ 
priate at this time that the country should 
be aware of the accomplishments and life 
of an authentic, contemporary American 
hero, the late George W. Bacon III. 

“Mr. Bacon was killed exactly 2 years 
ago yesterday, St. Valentine’s Day, while 
fighting Cuban mercenaries in Angola. 
He was only 29 years old, yet he was a 
man of solid convictions, courage, and 
with a deep dedication to the principles 
of freedom, liberty, and human dignity. 

“Bacon, a native of Massachusetts, 
served with distinction as a member of 
a U.S. Army Special Forces unit in Viet¬ 
nam after graduating first in his class 
at Fort Bragg. He later returned to 
Southeast Asia to work for the Central 
Intelligence Agency as an adviser to the 
Royal Laotian military forces. After 2Vi 
years of extremely hazardous duty in 
Laos, Bacon returned to the United 
States. He had so impressed his superiors 
that he was given the CIA’s second high¬ 
est award, the Intelligence Star, for his 
outstanding performance. He was cited 
as having been one of the four most 
highly rated CIA case officers ever to 
have served in Laos. 
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“Mr. Bacon resumed his studies, grad¬ 
uating in 1974 summa cum laude from 
the University of Massachusetts. He was 
a unique and complex man—a man of 
action and a man of high intellectual 
abilities. Following the Communist vic¬ 
tories in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, 
he became very concerned for he know 
that the people living under those total¬ 
itarian regimes would never enjoy even 
the most basic of human freedoms. 

“In 1976 when Bacon learned of the 
Communist aggression in Angola, he de¬ 
cided to go there to do what he per¬ 
sonally could to prevent another several 
million people from falling under a 
Marxist dictatorship—a totalitarian dic¬ 
tatorship imposed upon them by Soviet 
trained and equipped Cuban troops. In 
his last letter to his parents, he explained 
his motivation: 

I have discovered that the commu¬ 
nists—the MPLA, Russians, and 
Cubans are going to make a maxi¬ 
mum effort to win the war quickly 
and capture all of Angola. Therefore, 

I cannot in good conscience sit idly 
by and watch what is going on with¬ 
out offering whatever help I can to 
the anti-communist forces .... 

“And so this young American did go to 
Angola—on his own and not for money, 
nor for glory or excitement. He went on 
the principle that a man must do more 
than just hold principles; a man must 
live those principles. George Bacon did 
just that. 

SUBSCRIPTION PROBLEMS? ... 

Finally, we have obtained a “profes¬ 
sional” subscription fulfillment firm. Any 
SOFer with subscription problems should 
write: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, C/O 
Computer Dynamics, Inc., 4044 S. 28th 
St., Arlington, Virginia 22206. Phone: 
703-578-3000. 


H&K91 

(continued from page 28) 

Accessories: The H&K factory is ex¬ 
tremely up-todate, utilizing all the most 
modern equipment and fabrication sys¬ 
tems, Its fantastic barrel-hammers, for 
example, permit absolutely precise bar¬ 
rels to be produced one after another in 
less than a minute. Similarly modern 
thought is given to entire families of 
H&K weapons. Most parts are inter¬ 
changeable throughout the line, every¬ 
thing fits everything else, and all sorts 
of combinations can be put together 
simply by selection. Thus you can have 
a 91 with or without bipod, with fixed or 
collapsible stock, with magazines running 
from 5 to 80 rounds (the latter a double 
snail which is hard to come by), with iron 
sights or a whole covey of exotic arrange¬ 
ments mountable topside, and with an 
excellent 22 conversion kit. Its standard 
flash suppressor doubles as a missile 



launcher. (You cannot, however, switch 
back and forth from 308 to 223.) My own 
preference in “state-of-trim” has come to 
this: retractable stock, bipod, 20-round 
magazine, carrying strap, corrected ejec¬ 
tion, and modified rear sight. Four dif¬ 
ferent technicians have worked on the 
trigger to no avail. That sheet metal 
trigger group is just not rigid enough, 
and if you remove the creep you get 
doubles—or triples—about once a maga¬ 
zine. 

Overall, the HK 91 is an excellent 
piece. It could be better, as with most of 
us, but it could also be a lot worse. Prob¬ 
ably most important is the fact that you 
can buy one—for a good bit of loot. If 
you have need of a piece of this type it 
is a good buy, because you can’t get 
anything else that will do the same job. 
With a little effort you can learn to live 
with its vices, and then fully appreciate 
its virtues. 

If you choose a 91, be very sure that 
you get the operator’s manual with it. 
Taking that bolt apart is simple if you 
know how—and impossible if you don’t. 


Flak 

(continued from page 19) 

(d) To ensure those that fell in Vietnam 
are remembered and that the campaign 
does not fall into obscurity. 

Hoping to hear from you, I remain. 
Yours faithfully, 

Neil Watt 
9 Warners Bay Rd. 

Warners Bay 
Ncle.N.S.W. 

Australia 2282 

RHODESIAN RESPONSE ... 

Dear Sir: 

In your November, 1977 issue of SOF, 
I noticed that a short story entitled “The 
Kill” of which I am the author, had been 
included. . . . Imagine the thrill and 
immense pleasure that I felt on seeing 
this story in print in an American mag¬ 
azine. . . . 

I am also most interested in correspon¬ 
ding with fellow soldiers in the States 
and would enjoy entertaining any who 
come to Rhodesia. .. . 

In closing I would like to thank you for 
your sensible reporting on Rhodesian 
affairs. 

Yours faithfully, 

W. S. Pullin (Sgt.) 

“Cherwin,” 

2, Crawford Road, 

Palmerston, 

Umtali, 

Rhodesia. 
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Recce Commandos 

(continued from page 43) 
party is hand in our kit at the truck and 
leave the course.” Some of the young 
men are only able to hold their tears of 
frustration long enough to get out of 
sight of their instructors. Others curse 
the charade volubly. 

There are a variety of other strate- 
gems, all designed to test the ability and 
staying power of the Recce hopeful. One 
evening the men might have sacks placed 
over their heads and their hands and legs 
tied behind their backs with heavy cord. I 
watched one such exercise open- 
mouthed, for the trainees were left lying 
on the side of a mountain in the middle 
of winter and it was up to them to get 
free — if they could. Those who com¬ 
plained were doused with water from a 
jerry can. 

When we returned three hours later, 
only four of the original 50 were still 
bound together. 

Said an instructor: “We try to see who 
gets loose and only sees to his own in¬ 
terests in contrast to the man who helps 
his friends escape. It’s an important 
aspect of the motivation that we try to 
instill in these men/’ 

Another particularly hair-raising test 
takes place only after the men have com¬ 
pleted their commando training, i.e. 
after 42 weeks of intensive training. The 
individual is required to spend a night or 
two alone in bush country adjoining 
Angola. This test is undertaken with only 
a weapon and ammunition, and a match 
box. 

“It’s lion country, therefore interesting 
to see how the individual reacts,” says 
an instructor. “We’ve had some aston¬ 
ishing results; one man was kept up a 
tree for several hours by a lion — until an 
elephant forced him to vacate the tree for 
another. Nevertheless, he had the lion 
with him for most of the night. ” 

* 


MILITARY STUFF 

1000s of things: GUNS. JACKETS. BOOTS, 
METALS. RIBBONS, WINGS & RINGS + OUT¬ 
DOOR STUFF — SEND 50c ($1 for 1ST 
CLASS) for over 50-page catalog to: KEN 
NOLAN, HQ 10, 16901 Milliken, P0B C- 
19555, Irvine, CA 92713. (714) 556-6262. 


WANTED 

Registered and amnesty 
automatic weapons and 
Vietnam-era materials. 

BEST PRICES PAID BY R.J.PERRY & 
ASSOC. INC., PO BOX 151, DEPT S, 
PARK RIDGE, IL 60068.312-696 0930 


WHERE WERE YOU WHEN ... 

THE SAME LIGHTER WWII SOLDIERS CARRIED 
THEIR PROFESSION, OPINION OR BELIEF ON. 



BA C 


“THE ORIGINAL WINDPROOF LIGHTER” 

BY ZIPPO 

HIGHEST QUALITY BRUSH CHROME FINISH 

EMBLEM ARTISTICALLY INLAID IN FULL COLOR 

EMBLEMS AVAILABLE: 

A. VIETNAM B. RHODESIA C. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

LIGHTER WITH CHOICE OF EMBLEM: $12.50 EACH 

PLEASE INCLUDE $1.00 PER UGHTER FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

ADDRESS ALL INQUIRIES TO: 

NORDAC 

STAFFORD, VA. 22554 
703-659-2123 

WE ACCEPT BAC., M.C., VISA. C.O.D. ORDERS BY TELEPHONE ONLY. 


NOW! M19-ABB submachine gun... 



includes 
FREE 
customizing plans 

It’s already No. 1 In Shooting 
Fun: the hard-hitting, freon-pow¬ 
ered M19-A BB submachine gun, 
with a cyclic rate of 3,000 rounds 
per minute and range over 100 
yards! And now you can ADD to 
your shooting fun by customizing 
with easy, step-by-step plans to 
make the Ml 9-AH Assault Weapon 
(shown above), M19-AT Tommy 
Gun or Ml 9-AMP Machine Pistol. 
All three plans (reg. $3) are now 
included for a limited time only at 
no extra charge with your order: 
Only $29 plus $2 handling, ship¬ 
ping for each M19-A BB Sub¬ 
machine Gun and plans—BBS and 
freon not included (freon usually 
available at auto, air condition¬ 
ing and hardware stores). 


City._ 

State_Zip. 

Florida residents add 4% sales tax to total. 


LARC INTERNATIONAL Dept SF6 

P.O. Box 340007, 2640 S.W. 28th Lane, Miami, FL33134 

All orders must include signed statement of age over 18 

/ears...offer void where prohibited. 

Enclosed is □ check □ M.O. for_ M19A 

BB Submachine Guns at $31 each, including 3 customizing 
plans, to be shipped prepaid 
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THE SPECIAL FORCES/ 
RANGER-UOT/SEAU 
HAND-TO-HAND 
COMB A T/SPECIAL 
WEAPONS/SPECIAL 
TACTICS SERIES 

BY MICHAEL ECHANIS 

THE SECRET FIGHTING ART OF THE 
DEADLIEST MEN IN THE WORLD For the 
first time in U.S, military history, the 
righting techniques t>\ the toughest men 
iii the world, the U.S. Army Special Forces/ 
Rangers and the U.S. Navy SEALS, is 
available in prini. The newly published 
revised editions of the original nine volume 
series, the SPECIAL FQRCESIRANGER 
UOTfSEAL/HANO-TOHANn COMBATt 
SPECIAL WEAPONS/SPECIAL TACTICS 
SERIES, brings American soldiers and 
world adventurers the deadliest and most 
effective system for cluse-quarter battle 
and survival ever written. Developed from 
the SECRET lighting art of HWA RANG DO, 
the 1 BOO-year old Fighting system utilized 
by the fiercest fighting warriors in Asia, 
the Korean Hwa Rang, analyzed and inf O' 
grated with American close-quarter 
combat techniques and developed and 
refined into a unique new close-combat 
system by a handpicked team of Special 
Forces, Ranger, SEAL and Force Recon 
hand-lo-hand combat, special weapons, 
special tactics experts, headed and 
directed by Mr. Echanis. The new SPECIAL 
FORCESJRA NGER UD TfSEA UNA NO TO 
HAND COMBAT/SPECIAL WEAPONS/ 
SPECIAL TACTICS SERIES, (S.W.A-U b 
the most detailed and highly developed 
system ol close-quarter combat at Ives in 
the history of modem warfare. This unique 
new system of close-combat marks a 
milestone in martial arts and military 
developments publications. 

Described by SGLDfFR OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE: The Journal of Profes - 
shnaf Adventurers r as: “the modern 
classic of hand-to-hand combat, 
knife-fighting books." 

Described by BLACK BELT MAGA¬ 
ZINE, the world's leading publication 
on selhdefense, as: “the most effec¬ 
tive system of close-quarter combat 
in the modern world/ 1 

VOLUME til: 

KNIFE SELF-DEFENSE FOR 
COMBAT 

IJ 33 of the most effective disarming and 
joint breaking techniques ever written.” 
Over 350 easy-to-follow, step-by-step, 
clear and uncluttered photographs. 
PRICE: $4,95 EACH PLUS 
$100 P&H 
VOLUME tiZ 

KNIFE FIGHTING/KNIFE 
THROWING FOR COMBAT 

“The most lethal form of close-quarter 
combat ever put m print.” Over 800 easy- 
io-foltow, step-by-step, clear and unclut¬ 
tered photographs. 

PRICE: S7.95 EACH PLUS 
$1.00 P&H 

PLEASE MAKE ChtECKTMONEY ORDER 
PAYABLE TO: 

PHOENIX ASSOC. 

DEPT. 4; BOX EH13, BOULDER, 
COLORADO B03D6 

ALLOW 30 DATS FOfl DELIVERY 


Decent Interval 

(continued from page 24) 

Vietnamese to Vietnam. A further 
message came from Washington, or¬ 
dering Martin to stop all flights until a 
policy, agreeable to all parties, could be 
worked out. 

Martin, angered by this interference, 
tore up the messages and never showed 
them to Smith or Baughn. 

Martin, smarting under attacks upon 
his authority, later found a message 
Baughn had sent to Washington, pro¬ 
jecting anticipated troop requirements 
during evacuation from Tan Son Nhut. 
Martin was furious. Baughn had sent this 
message without authority, although he 
claimed it had been cleared prior to 
transmission by the staff officer on duty 
at the embassy. The officer clearing the 
message, however, had not understood 
exactly what he had cleared. Martin 
called Washington, and Baughn was 
recalled. The Americans lost their most 
energetic evacuation planner. 

On April 17, Washington sent Martin a 
cable, instructing him to speed up 
evacuation. He protested, since he 
believed that if he started evacuating 
Americans now, it would threaten the 
safety of those Americans remaining in 
Saigon. There had been reports of South 
Vietnamese firing on American aircraft 
during the evacuation of Danang, He told 
the President and Kissinger that as far 
as he could determine at this time there 
would be no Communist attack on Saigon. 

Meanwhile, President Thieu, who had 
already sent his wife and family out of 
Vietnam with numerous artifacts from 
museums and—rumor had it—large 
quantities of gold, was now under 
extreme pressure to resign. Although 
Martin urged Thieu to remain in office, 
the president resigned on April 21, 1977. 

Snepp reports that he was chosen to 
drive Thieu to Tan Son Nhut and a 
waiting aircraft. He recalls that enroute, 
when passing a large sign which read, 
“The Noble Sacrifices of Allied Soldiers 
Will Not Be Forgotten,** Thieu sighed 
and looked away. At the departure point, 
Thieu, tears in his eyes, reached over, 
grasped Snepp*s hand, and said, “thank 
you.” He then left the automobile, 
boarded the waiting aircraft, and de¬ 
parted his beloved Vietnam. 

Although several evacuation options 
were now being discussed among Gayler, 
Martin, and others involved in policy 
making, it was too late. 

On April 30, 1975, the most disgusting 
day in American history began. Kis¬ 
singer cabled Martin to start the evacua¬ 
tion now; he wanted all Americans out 
of Vietnam by nightfall. This signalled 
the beginning of the end, and in the 
confusion many loyal Vietnamese em¬ 
ployees were left behind. 

The Korean contingent in Vietnam, 
including Gen. Rhee Dai Yong, former 


DEPCOM of Korean forces in Vietnam 
and former head of the KCIA, was aban¬ 
doned by the Americans. Last Snepp 
heard, he was in prison in Vietnam. 

The American representative for IBM 
in Bangkok contacted Saigon and said 
that he had tried to land at Tan Son Nhut 
to evacuate 300 IBM employees and their 
families. Landing permission was re¬ 
fused. He then spoke with the embassy 
and said that if they would do nothing to 
help his employees, he would contact the 
White House. Although he placed his call 
to Washington, nothing was done. The 
loyal employees were left behind to fend 
for themselves against the Communists. 

Martin ordered $2 million in embassy 
contingency funds to be burnt by the 
Marines. After they had stuffed the 
currency into trash cans, doused it with 
gasoline, and set it afire, an embassy 
official yelled, “stop!** This unnamed 
official declared that Martin had changed 
his mind, believing that a settlement 
could still be reached. The fire was put 
out. 

Later in the day, evacuation helicopters 
scattered hundreds of thousands of dol¬ 
lars through the embassy courtyard. One 
official palmed over $80,000. In the 
months to come, thousands of charred 
bills would turn up in refugee camps in 
Guam and the Philippines. 

Seventy CIA translators and their 
families were waiting to be rescued at 
a compound in Saigon. Their working 
knowledge of CIA operations in Vietnam 
was extensive. However, the CIA agent 
in charge of their evacuation had fled 
Vietnam earlier in the day: they were 
left behind. 

Of the Vietnamese who worked for the 
CIA, 537 of 1,900 escaped, together with 
2,000 of their families. Snepp declared 
that certain agents released this informa¬ 
tion to him because they were so out¬ 
raged by this incident of betrayal. 

Even so, on the morning of the evacua¬ 
tion, with Vietnamese Rangers battling 
Communists on the Newport Bridge on 
the outskirts of Saigon, Ambassador 
Martin was still confident that the NVA 
would not attack Saigon for at least 48 
hours. 

Finally, U.S. Marines blew up the 
DAO building across from Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base, after battling Vietnamese who 
were waiting to be evacuated. 

4,500 people, including 450 Americans, 
managed to flee Saigon on that fateful 
day. Tens of thousands who wanted to 
leave were abandoned. Finally the last 
radio message was transmitted from 
Saigon: 

‘ ‘Saigon signing off. * * 

Frank Snepp departed Vietnam at 
0753 hours 30 April 1977. 

* 


70 


SOMMER OF FORTUNE 




Combat Pistol Craft 

(continued from page 9) 

In considering the proper selection of 
ammunition, I refer to a small adver¬ 
tisement carried in a Marine Corps 
publication, during the mid-1950s. It 
made the subtle stipulation that one 
would be advantaged by purchasing a 
S & W model 15 along with some W - W 
metal piercing .38 Spl. ammunition, 
should he/she become involved in a 
body armor situation. A person armed 
with the model 1911 .45 auto and ball 
ammunition would certainly be at a dis¬ 
advantage in the same situation. The 
popularity, scoring potential, and stop¬ 
ping power of the .45 auto are well 
known to pistol shooters, but the fact 
that there are no effective rounds com¬ 
mercially available that will penetrate 
the Kevlar vest, KTW included, leaves 
this and other weapons that do not have 
the ability to penetrate body armor, in 
a state of questionable value. 

The 9 x 9mm Parabellum .38 Special 
and .357 Magnum offer the greatest 
potential in this area, but even in these 
calibers caution should be taken. Recent 
tests show that the KTW 105 gr. bronze 
bullet, .38 Spl. caliber, fails to penetrate 
Kevlar vest of 25 layers or so; these 
rounds were fired, at a few feet, from two 
and three-inch barreled guns. The KTW 
90 gr. pointed steel bullets will penetrate 
these vests, but these rounds have been 
discontinued. The .357 Magnum seems to 
be adequate in KTW, W-W, and in the 
9mm it is only the KTW that will pene¬ 
trate Kevlar. If there is any hope for the 
H5 auto, it is in zinc alloy bullets. I have 
some of these and they do an impressive 
job on Kevlar armor, but they are no 
longer manufactured. 

I hope that this has been informative 
and that it will raise some questions 
concerning this problem. 

W.B.H. 

Nacogdoches, Texas 

A: Thanks for the information. Maybe 
some of our readers have a comment. 

* * * * * 


COVERT INTEL 
LETTER 

Describes trends in assasinations, 
espionage, mercenaries, international 
violence, karate. 

SAMPLE/SI.00 or $9.00/12 ISSUES 
ATTENTION MERCS — at your own 
risk, discreet quarterly, inti, listing 
of your speciality. 

Subscribers — $1.00/year 
Non-subscribers — $3.00/year 
No middleman — all contacts direct 

HORIZONE 

Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, U.S.A. 


Q: I am interested in keeping in 
practice for shooting competition and im¬ 
provement of my skill. Unfortunately, I 
do not have a regular place where I can 
practice. As well, I can’t afford to spend 
money on enough ammunition each week 
to exercise my skill in shooting. Do you 
have an idea of particular conditioning, 
exercise, and drills that I can do on a 
regular basis while at home to improve 
my shooting skill? I do some “dry fir¬ 
ing.” Will this hurt particular types of 
weapons? 

D.R. 

Lakewood, Colorado 

A: Non-shooting conditioning can be 
divided into two phases: Strengthening 
exercises and skill exercises. For grip 
strength I suggest the grip exercise 
device available at most sport shops, 
although squeezing a tennis ball will 
achieve the same result 

The best skill exercise for marksman¬ 
ship is dry firing. This will teach you the 
essentials of sight picture , trigger 
squeeze and breath control. Developing 
a smooth draw and quick reload are also 
skills that may be developed and polished 
away from the range. 

Dry firing will not harm any quality 
center-fire weapon suitable for practical 
pistol shooting. 

* * * * * 

Q: I enjoy all types of shooting sport, 
be it P.P.C., hunting, or combat shoot¬ 
ing. Through the N.R.A., P.P.C. shooting 
has enjoyed great following and publicity. 
The skill of “trap shooting” has gone 
to Olympic sport status. Do you see 
combat shooting becoming a major sport 
in the U.S.? Do you anticipate television 
coverage of the top matches? Could the 
combat style of shooting sport become 
a part of the Olympic Games? 

P.M. 

Denver, Colorado 

A: The growth of practical pistol 
competition and the formation of the 
International Practical Shooting Confed¬ 
eration have been amazingly swift. The 
advancement made in the last few years 


KNIVES AND 
CONCEALMENT RIGS 

Ankle— Shou td sr—Sleeve—7 

syH. J. V1ELE 

If you are looking for a particular 
knife and rig then contact me for 
your needs, A one man shop to give 
you the quality and service that you 
require. All designs and cor¬ 
respondence kept confidential. 

H.J. VIELE 

Dept. SF, 88 Lexington Ave. 
Westwood, N.J. 07675 
Catalog $1.00 


under the guidance of Jeff Cooper would 
lead one to conclude that media coverage 
and Olympic status may someday be a 
fact. Recent N.R.A . communications 
with I.P.S.C. would tend to confirm the 
wide-spread interest in practical pistol 
competition. 

Q: In the March ’77 issue of SOF, 
[you] discussed the Detonics .45. There 
were a few things that should have been 
covered that weren’t. For example, how 
accurate was the gun? How well did it 
stand up once a few hundred rounds had 
been put through it? How did recoil 
compare with other .45s? This sort of 
information can be extremely important 
when trying to get an idea as to how good 
or bad a new gun is, especially if you do 
not know someone who owns one. Most 
of us do not. 

E.M.C. 

Aurora, Colorado 

A: Unfortunately , many of the weapons 
that are sent to gun writers for field test 
are on loan for a feyv days only before 
they must be shipped to the next gun 
writer on the list. Such was the case with 
the Detonics. Time was, frankly , insuf¬ 
ficient to perform the tests to which I 
normally subject a weapon. To answer 
your question about the Detonics in a 
subjective manner: I feel that accuracy 
was sufficient for short range only. This 
was more a deficiency in sights and sight 
radius than inherent accuracy. The 
weapon should hold up very well under 
extensive firing. The piece is all steel and 
very solid, unlike the light weight Star 
PD. Recoil felt about the same as a 
lightweight Colt Commander. It was 
more controllable than the Star PD. I 
hope this has at least answered your 
questions in part. 

***** 



THE AEROMAG BLOWGUN 



The AEROMAG BLOWGUN is all aluminum, darts 
have machined aluminum air-cones with piano wire 
darts—NO plastic or rubber used on the blowgun 
or darts, only machined parts. Blowgun and six 
darts—$14.95, additional darts $2.95 per set of six. 
Postpaid in U.S.A. 

NOT A TOY, FOR ADULT USE ONLY 

If you demand the best, the AEROMAG BLOWGUN 
was made for you. Japanese swords & daggers 
wanted, we pay top cash. 

AEROSPACE CONE 

P.O. Box 142, Decatur, Georgia 30031 
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ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 


In January, 1977 four SOF staff members 
made the annual pilgrimage to the 
National Sporting Goods Association 
convention in Houston. As usual there 
were a number of new and intriguing 
items of interest to the professional 
adventurer. 



WILDEY FIREARMS .45 MAGNUM 

We saw it. But we'll believe it when it 
hits the market. A gas operated .45 auto, 
would you believe? The manufacturers 
claim the following for this Star Wars 
special: gas operated, reduced recoil, 
five lug rotary bolt, stainless steel con- 


The COMMANDO (see photo) has to 
be the state-of-the-art crossbow. As can 
be seen, most of the weapon is finished 
in matte black. The final production 
model will probably be completely matte 
bjack. Pull will be somewhere between 
200 and 250 pounds giving the 400 grain 
broadhead bolt a flat trajectory and rela¬ 
tively high energy. The production model 
will feature spacers between the hooked 
butt plate and main frame thus allowing 
for different body types. Metals used on 


struction, ventilated rib, double or single 
action, barrels of 5", 6", 7", 8" and 10", 
adjustable sights, and hammer block and 
magazine safety. Weight: 49 ounces 
with 6" barrel. For further info write: 
Wildey Firearms, Box 284, Cold Springs, 
Ny 10516. 


the Commando will be impervious to 
weather and should withstand any cli¬ 
mate changes. 

I have handled this superb weapon on 
two or three occasions and am anxious 
to do a full evaluation of it. Its uses are 
limited only by the imagination of the 
purchaser. The only option Barnett isn’t 
making is a silencer. For more informa¬ 
tion write: B & P Barnett, Ltd., Dept. SF 
93 Ashbury Avenue, London, Ontario, 
CANADA. 



o. 409&HUBBER ARMORED 6X40mm CFZ 

WM}***>a*> gw«t<sc*«d 
« 27tzz. 
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TASCO BINOCULARS 

TASCO displayed a series of new, rubber 
armored binoculars which will interest 
military personnel, outdoorsmen or 
meres. Complete rubber covering ab¬ 
sorbs shock; helps protect lenses; re¬ 
duces noise if bumped while stalking 
whatever; provides firm non-slip hold 
when wet; comes in camouflage green. 
The #309R, pictured above, retails for 
$199.95. For further info, write Tasco, 
Dept. SF, 1075 N.W. 71st St., Miami, 
FL 33138. 

COLT OFFERS CIVILIAN CAR-15 . .. 

A collapsible butt stock is now being 
offered for the ubiquitous AR-15. The 
new weapon has a barrel length of 16 
inches instead of the standard 20 inches; 
the butt stock is fabricated from nylon- 
coated aluminum and has a built-in 
storage compartment. Overall length, 35 
inches with stock extended, 32 inches 
with stock collapsed, down from 39 inches 
of standard model; sight radius of new 
gun is 14Y2 inches whereas standard 
AR-15 has 19 3 /4 inch sight radius. Empty 
weight of the new AR-15 with five- 
round magazine is 5.8 pounds whereas 
old model weighed 7Vfe pounds. 

RANGER LEATHER 

We were most impressed by a line of 
holsters, belts and magazine pouches 
produced by a Ranger Leather Products. 
We were immediately (and naturally) 
attracted to their camouflage holsters, 
belts and slings. A newcomer to the 
leather field, they manufacture quality 
items. We can’t describe their camie 
leather sufficiently, so we suggest you 
write for their promo info, at Ranger 
Leather Products, Box 31985, East Cam¬ 
den, Arkansas 71701. We’ll be running a 
test and analysis on their leather in the 
next issue. 
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CHARTER ARMS INTRODUCES FIVE 
NEW HANDGUNS 

In the largest single introduction in the 
history of the company, Charter Arms 
has announced five new handguns. 

All new models incorporate many inno¬ 
vative features for which Charter Arms 
handguns have become known, including 
the use of chrome-moly steel as a fab¬ 
ricating material for frame, cylinder, and 
barrel, while non-critical parts are fab¬ 
ricated from a durable weight-saving 
alloy. Hammers are completely blocked 
and the firing pins made of unbreakable 
beryllium copper. Barrels are button 
rifled with eight grooves instead of the 
conventional six. 

The new Target Bulldog .44 Special 


SAVAGE introduces a new metallic 
silhouette rifle dubbed the 110-S. Cham¬ 
bered in .308, the 110-S features a 22" 
free floating tapered barrel, 7 /a" at the 
muzzle. The select walnut stock has high 


offers a four-inch barrel, is nine inches 
long, 5 Vs inches high, weighs 20 ounces 
and has fully adjustable sights. The Bull¬ 
dog .357 Magnum has a six-inch barrel, 
is 11 inches long, inches high, 

weighs 25 ounces and offers fixed sights. 
The new Undercover .38 Special is now 
available with a four-inch barrel, nine 
inch overall length, 4% inches high, 
weighs in at I 8 V 2 ounces, and has fixed 
sights. There are two .22 caliber hand¬ 
guns, the Pathfinder .22LR with a six- 
inch barrel, 10 5 /a inches overall length, 
five inches high, 22 V 2 ounces with fully 
adjustable sights plus the Pathfinder .22 
Mag. with exactly the same specifica¬ 
tions. 

All the new models have square butt 
grips as standard. 


fluted comb and is designed for ambi¬ 
dextrous use. Stippled checkering on the 
grip and fore-end help the shooter keep 
hold of the weapon. Suggested retail is 
an affordable $215. 


CAMOUFLAGE 

TIGER 

STRIPE 

JUNGLE HATS 

G.l. BOONIE HAT STYLE 
100% COTTON 
NYLON MESH LINING 
BULLET CARRIERS 
ADJUSTABLE CHIN STRAP 
MADE TO GOVT. SPECIFICATIONS 
ALL AMERICAN MADE 
SIZES: S-M-L-XL 
PRICE: $6.00 POST PAID 

TIGER STRIPE 
FATIGUES 

UTILITY STYLE 
TOP QUALITY 
100% COTTON 
VAT DYED 
AMERICAN MADE 
JACKET SIZES: S-M-L-XL 
PANTS SIZES: 30" THRU 40" WAIST 
ALL BOOT LENGTH 
PRICE PER SET: $22.00 POST PAID 

FATIGUES AND HAT 
ALSO AVAILABLE IN 
LEAF PATTERN 


R.S. SALES I 

2229 VANDALIA ] 
COLLINSVILLE 
ILLINOIS 62234 
PHONE: (618)345-0890 

NAME I 

ADDRESS _ _1_I 

CITY _j 

STATE_ZIP_I 

PAYMENT BY ONE) 

□ cash □ m.o. □ check* I 

□ VISA □ MASTER CHARGE | 

ACCOUNT# _ 

CARD EXPIRATION DATE _I 

*ALL CHECK ORDERS HELD4 WEEKS 

PLEASE SHIP ME THE FOLLOWING: l 

JUNGLE HAT(S) ^_1 

FATIGUE JACKETS) _ 

FATIGUE PANT(S)_I 

SORRY NO C-O.D. ORDERS 

_I 


NINE-HOUR CASSETTE RECORDER SYSTEM(S) 


• Ideal for long term voice information 
and data logging. 

• Records 4V2 hours per side 
Nine-Hour Cassette Recorder: $135.00 
Automatic Telephone Switch Device for 

Cassette Recorders: $34.00 
Voice Activated Recorder Switch: $75.00 
Two (2) C-180 Tapes: $15.00 



---COMBINATION OFFER: - 

All of the above mounted in a Regent Samsonite Attache Case with molded pro¬ 
tective foam cushioning: $259.00, 

Unobtrusive exterior on/off switch, related wiring and internal high quality mounted 
microphone for discrete recording: $75.00 Extra, Please Specify,_ 


For complete information on these and other fine products: $2.00 
AEGIS ELECTRONICS TERMS: Payment must accompany orders. C.O.D. 

P.O. Box 81616 
San Diego, CA 92138 


requires $30.00 deposit (for immediate shipment 
use Postal money orders). All checks must clear - 
10 days. 
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ComBelt 

THE NEWEST BUCKLE KNIFE 

The design is simple, functional, 
practical, undectable, and like no 
other belt buckle knife that you’ve 
seen before. In a style that adapts to 
any attire, the classic elegance of 
the ComBelt is at ease with the 
business suit, casual clothes or 
jeans. And there is no hint from the 
buckle that it is an integral part of a 
double edged knife system that is at 
your fingertips, ready for instant use 
... whatever the purpose. And the 
ComBelt is made to be brought into 
action with one hand while the belt 
remains securely fastened. The 
ComBelt will be one of the most 
practical accessories in your 
wardrobe, your knife collection and 
your persona) weapons arsenal. 


Have you seen the FLICKET? 

It attaches to single lock-blade knives to give you one 
handed access to your blade with a flick of yourthumb! 
CIRCLE BLADE ASK YOUR DEALER OR WRITE OR CALL: 

ORDERINGBYMAIL CK § ro M g f a 9 n 1?. o^tfiT®" 3570 S 2 95 

3/32” 1/10” 1/8” Lawrenceville. Ga 30245 ea ppd 


THE 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
BINDER 
ONLY $5.95 

(INCLUDES POSTAGE & HANDLING) 


Solid brass w/belt.$40.00 

Nickel plated w/belt.$45.00 

10K gold filled w/belt.$50.00 

Satin finish stainless 

w/belt.$55.00 

Extra belts.$10.00 

Extra money belts 

(black only).$15.00 


When ordering, please be sure to 
specify: Belt color (brown or black) 
...exact waist measurement... 
brass, nickel, gold or stainless 
buckle. 

To order, send check or money order to: 

Armament Systems 
Products Unltd., Inc. 

P.O. Box 18595 
Atlanta, Ga. 30326 


PRESERVE YOUR ISSUES OF SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE IN THIS SPECIALLY DESIGNED. 
ATTRACTIVE BLACK WITH WHITE LOGO. 
SIX-ISSUE BINDER. 


SEND CHECK OH MONEY ORDER TO: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BINDERS 

P.O. BOX 693 

BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 

NAME(PWNT)__ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ 

STATE_ZIP_ 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_ 

PLEASE ALLOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 


“... Secrets, .... Learned 
Long Ago in the Orient ... 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

Belt: iy 2 " wide; black or brown. 

First quality oiled leather. 
Buckle: Brass; bright nickel, 

10K gold filled, satin finish 
stainless. 

Blade: Double edged 440c stain¬ 
less steel, 2%" x 


NOW AVAILABLE! 

MERC/SURVIVAL 

CATALOG 


SEND $1.00 
(DEDUCTABLE FROM 
FIRST PURCHASE) 

TO: 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

DEPT. 3/2, BOX 693 
BOULDER, CO 80306 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS 

CITY _ 

STATE_ 


Shadow Systems’ 
own brand of custom made 
Nunchucks, for law enforcement 
personnel or anyone who needs an extra 
hand. They’re hand finished of indestructible 
black Micarta and double strung for extra 
strength and control. To order yours, send - 
$17.95 plus a dollar for shipping and A 

insurance to: ) 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 
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Steele On Knives 

(continued from page 17) 
longer continue. The gauchos (cowboys) 
of Argentina habitually carry knives for 
skinning, butchering, and eating. When 
they go to the local dance hall, after a few 
drinks, they sometimes get into fights. 
Invariably these knife fights go to dis¬ 
ablement and sometimes to death. 

In the United States, as well, some 
knife fights are directed toward disable¬ 
ment. For example, in my book on knife 
fighting I mentioned a fight between two 
black janitors, one armed with a penknife 
and the other armed with a 24-inch steel 
rod. The man with the penknife prac¬ 
tically removed the nose of the other 
man. Fights to disablement can be ex¬ 
tremely messy and do not always favor 
the man with perfect fencing technique. 
If a man is willing and able to accept a 
number of cuts on his left hand and arm 
he may be able to get inside the guard 
of his more skilled opponent and give a 
crippling thrust. This type of fighting 
requires the type of determination for 
which war heroes and some psychopaths 
are noted. 

The last type of knife fighting is a duel 
to the death. This type of knife fighting 
may in fact result in disablement, but the 
intent of each opponent is to deliver a 
killing thrust in the shortest possible 
time. In centuries past, the weapon fa¬ 
vored for this type of duelling was the 
“small sword.” This sword in its highest 
form had no edge, just a triangular blade 
with a deep fuller down the center (to 
lighten the blade), ending in a sharp 
point. Maiming cuts to the extremities 
were impossible and, unlike the epee 
which was customarily used for a first 
blood thrust to arm or leg, the small 
sword (from which the fencing foil was 
developed) was directed against the 
torso. The modern equivalent of this type 
of duelling might be the use of icepicks 
and triangular-bladed daggers, neither 
of which can be used to make crippling 
cuts to tendons or muscles. 

Although the classic knife against 
knife duel is what most people imagine 
when knife fighting is discussed, it is not 
necessarily the most common use of the 
knife. The knife man may use his blade 
to oppose the strength of a larger man, 
hopefully limiting his cuts to nonvital 
targets. Also, he may find himself 
opposing a tire iron, crowbar, club, meat 
cleaver, machete, or samurai sword. He 
must be able to vary his tactics accord¬ 
ingly. To use the knife in an aggressive 
fashion against an unwary victim requires 
no technique or skill; to use it defen¬ 
sively against an armed and dangerous 
opponent requires a high level of skill, 
bluff, and determination. 

In the United States the handgun is 
the weapon of choice for the adult law- 
abiding citizen for the defense of his 
home and loved ones. In some States 
illegal concealment of a handgun is pun¬ 


ished less severely than a knife, perhaps 
indicating that to judges and legislators 
the people who have a legitimate right 
to self-defense can afford to own a pistol 
and do not have the spare time (or the 
strength) to learn the use of less modern 
weapons. For example, in California car¬ 
rying a handgun concealed without a 
permit is a misdemeanor, while carrying 
a stiletto is a felony. 

Also, permits are rarely issued in any 
State for any weapon other than the 
handgun. One wonders if judges and law¬ 
makers deal with knife offenses more 
severely because they are associated with 
the young, and everyone knows that the 
teenager and young adult commit most 
of the violent crimes in this country. In 
any case, that is an interesting matter 
for speculation. 

Since few martial arts schools teach 
knife fighting, just about the only pla¬ 
ces to learn it are in the streets or on 
the fencing strip. However, unlike 


karate, which was once practiced by 
a different clientele from street fight¬ 
ers but which is now used in every back 
alley and bar, fencers in this country 
have rarely been of the social class which 
is most likely to use knives in anger. In 
the Philippines 10-year-old boys stand on 
street corners and practice opening and 
closing their balisong butterfly knives. In 
this country it is much the same, with 
boys teaching each other to stick and jab, 
combining their moves with what they 
know of boxing. A few people, like 
Fairbairn, Applegate, Styers, and myself, 
have tried to adapt fencing techniques to 
the art of knife fighting, but it is unlikely 
that knife practice will ever again be 
actively taught in salle d'armes as it was 
in the 1830s. 

* 


* New-lmpr^* 0 '- 


us * 100% legal 

SURVIVAL 

'stripy*’ 2 * 

*V«.nTc ca 11 tier SONUS 3 



fDARTS 

POWKRFl 'L. ACCURATE, tlfl S ll 


GUARANTEE!) 15 YEARS; 


- - _ - - -.,..Monel tamoiLO^^Mi linnttlig'S $' m 

blow-gun Thrilling '.port' Kills wir mints pests Urtriw. hie.tl gift Cumpivssed breath gi\eh.nrw.ing power •!20j-|E;< 

It range Astound friends' Rugged lHi.il prei i.smn .tluimmun. 2-WA^ rubber in. li«n:e. Piert.es 1 2 nl\ Wood 
Speed 100 It set Not a lov' Has i 25-1" V steel darts (kill t arrv c ase, instructions. Compact 4 V 2 h. model $6.98! sj-x 
Popular 5’ a tt S7.98! Magnum 6‘ 2 ' $9.98! Extra darts $2.50 per 100! $4.50/200! $11/500! Super HONl IS fit ’V 2 S E§ = ' 

Cl NS GET BOO darts, simg.quiver. palc.hes. camouflage, targets, carry Ikix ($22 Free) 1 BUY 3 GET SAME r dean-2? SjL* ' 
1 iu!rod.mu/.zleguard • 1400($401-reel 1 HI'Y4SA.MK - Ciiernjla Gun -2000($60Free)' BUY5SAME * FREE7th*f 
lit 20001 reend d$l ,50postat;e KAO I gun Send cash, 1 bedv.m o IF BROKEN WITHIN 15 YEARS WE WIL1. :« ' 3 C) * 

REPLACE! I 'se 30 days. Money back it not delighted. HOI SE OF WEAPONS. INC. Box 794- S Provo. Utah 84601 




Personal Defense 

by Chris McLoughlin and Btackle Collins 

160 pages with 228 photographs covering firearms, 
edged weapons, dogs, chemical devices, martial 
arts. rape, and much more will give you the edge 
against any attacker. One of the most important sec¬ 
tions deals with building your mental preparedness. 
This book will make you aware of what can happen 
to you and tell you how to deal with each situation in 
an effective and professional manner. Buy a copy of 
this book for yourself and anyone whose safety is 
your concern. It could save your lives. It will 
definitely make you feel more secure. 

Deluxe Hardbound Edition Standard Edition 

$12.50 $8.95 

Defense P.O. Box 18595. Dept. SOF Atlanta, Ga. 30326 



VIETNAM VETERANS!! Get your 

2ND place award Polo Shirt! 

Be the first one to own one. 100% 
cotton! Comes in blue or yellow 
S, M, L, & XL - only $8.50 post 
paid (Mich, residents add 4% sales 
tax). Send check or money order 


‘The Gargoyle 
116 N. Mitchell St 
Cadillac, MI 49601 
Name_ 


JW 


Total $ enclosed 
$_ 


State 


1 Total $ 


Size 


Color 
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REQUIREMENTS 30® per word per insertion, includ¬ 
ing name and address—minimum charge $6.00. Copy 
must be accompanied by remittance. Mail to SOL¬ 
DIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O, Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, CO 80306. Insertion will not be made without 
payment. We reserve the right to delete or change 
any copy which we determine to be objectionable. 
Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish proofs. 
Include name and address in counting number of 
words. Post office, zip code and state, each count as 
words. Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc. 
each count as one word. Hyphenated words are 
counted as two words. 


C.I.A. IDENTIFICATION CARD—Exact three color 
reprint of the S.O.G. I.D. card issued to CIA agents 
in Viet Nam! (MAC-V Form 4569) Became famous as 
the "Get out of jail free" card! The bearer of this 
card is acting under direct orders of the President . . . 
DO NOT DETAIN OR QUESTION HIM" etc. Authen- 
ic! Sold as a war relic only! Send $5.00. MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE COMMAND VIET NAM IDENTIFICA- 
CATION CARD (MAC-V Form 6) Exact reprint of 
card as issued to all personnel. The most important 
identification document in Viet Nam. $3.00. MAC-V 
PX RATION CARD (Form 333)—Black marketeers 
Beware! The card used for corrobative identification 
and controlled purchase of all luxury goods! $3.00. 
All Cards Sold As War Relics ONLY! SEND $10.00 
for ALL THREE CARDS! (Save $1.00) Guaranteed! 
DELTA-Box 5093-F2, Shreveport, LA 71105. 

C.I.A. TEE SHIRTS! Found in an "old Virginia 
Warehouse"! Four Types: (1). STAFF, (2). IN¬ 
STRUCTOR, (3). THINK BIG, THINK DIRTY, (4). 
EYES ONLY. All have CIA Crest in blue, lettering 
in red on first quality Haynes shirt—Sizes: M-L-XL 
only! Send $5.00 each + .50 postage. Guaranteed! 
DELTA, Box 5093-F4, Shreveport, LA 71105. 

NEW 1978 DELTA PRESS CATALOG—”Comprehen- 

sive listing of books on: SURVIVAL, MILITARY, 
GUERRILLA WARFARE, TRAINING MANUALS, 
EXPLOSIVES, DEMOLITION, ORDNANCE, SELF- 
DEFENSE, CIA MATERIAL! Many EXCLUSIVE 
PUBLICATIONS—All orders shipped within 24 hours 
—Send $1.00 DELTA PRESS, Box 5093-F5, Shreve¬ 
port, LA 71105. 

THE CRIMINAL USE OF FALSE IDENTIFICATION 

—Selected excerpts from the Justice Department. 
Expose on how false identification cards are easily 
obtained. Fifty pages! Guaranteed! Send $4.00, 
SABER, Box 5973-F21, Shreveport, LA 71105. 

N EW BOOK EXPOSES N U REM BERG "War Crimes 
Trials." Revealing commentary by 400 high ranking 
Allied officers and statesmen, takes exception to 
the "war crimes" concept. "DOENITZ AT NUREM¬ 
BERG: A RE-APPRAISAL" hardcover edition, 
hundreds of photos and autograph facsimiles. A 
shocker! $10,95 postpaid from OAKLEAF, POB 999, 
Westfield, NJ 07091. _ 

MESSENGER-COURIER: mature. Experienced 

Europe and Americas. Expert knife, gun. Current 
passport. Best references. Box 445, Lynbrook, NY 
11563. _ _ 

SELL GUNS! Sensational part or full time income! 
Free information and free dealer catalog! MESA, 
Drawer 9045-FR, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

BECOME PART TIME GUN DEALER! "Obtaining 

Federal Firearms License" complete information 
(illustrated 1978 edition)—$1.00! "Gun Dealer’s 
Directory of Wholesalers" responsive, interested 
sources (guaranteed)—$1.00! "Concealed Weapon 
Permits" apply right first time—$1.00! ALL THREE 
BOOKLETS—$2.50! MESA, Drawer 9045-FN, 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE-of hrearms and val¬ 
uables, old/new methods of underground security; 
plus PLANS! Only $1.00. MESA, Drawer 9045-FC, 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477, 

KIDNAPPING!! EXECUTIVE PROTECTION MAN- 
UAL. Self Help Prevention Program. Personal- 
Family—Office—Vehicle. $5.95. Williams & Associ¬ 
ates, Dept. SF, 5310 E. Pacific PI., Denver, CO 
80222. 


MERCENARY: Ex-U.S. Marine, two years’ experi¬ 
ence as sniper in Nam, Marksmanship instr. 5 yrs. 
indoctrinated in guerrilla warfare, terrorism, and 
survival techniques. Will travel immediately with 
transportation paid. Contact: Sundance, Box #3, 
Havelock, NC 28532. 

CONFIDENTIAL EMPLOYMENT: Can travel any- 
where, anytime. Current passport. No job too large or 
too small. Strictly professional results, 18 yrs. ex¬ 
perience, All inquiries totally confidential. Write 
Employment, P.O. Box 105, Gainesville, GA 30501, 

or cal I j404) 536-2193^ __ _ 

LITERARY AGENCY. Novel manuscripts accepted 
for U.S., Canadian and British Commonwealth mar¬ 
kets. Revision and editing services for saleable 
material. Free reading and appraisal. Vincent Dunn 
and Associates, Box 37, Trail, British Columbia, 
Canada. 

BIAFRA REBELS POUNDNOTE $1.00 each. Un- 
circulated. Hoie, Drawer 99, Lone Pine, CA 93545. 

NUNCHAKU BOOKS,’"Nunchaku Tt h”b7, 278 

pages, $6.95; "Nunchaku and Police Training," 
S.B., 80 pages, $3.95, or both for $10.00. Die cast 
"Death from Above" skull oval, brass finish, belt 
buckles $10.00. Winged death stickers 2/SI .00. Jim 
Phillips, P.O. Box 168, Williamstown, NJ 08094. 

RVN CROSS OF GALLANTRY, with Palm Leaf, 
$10.50. RVN CAMPAIGN MEDAL, with bar "60-,” 
$7.00. RVN Master PARATROOPER Wings, $3.95. 
Add 95c shipping. DEEP RIVER ARMORY, 5700-F 
Star, Houston, TX 77057. 

U.S. MARINES AIRBORNE, T~sh:rts with gold recon 
jump wings $4.25, sweatshirts $6.95, gym shorts 
$4.25. Add $1.00 postage. Bromack Enterprises, 
75612th St. #A, Man. Beach, CA 90266. 

SINCERE HOMEWORKER AGENTS wanted now! 
Part-time or full. Do not confuse with usual worn-out 
offers. No experience needed. Full details send $1.00 
to: Diqui—Box 102, Copperas Cove, TX 76522. 
ANNOUNCING^ LIMITED PRODUCTION EDITION 
of the "Airborne-Special Forces" belt buckle com¬ 
plete with crest insignia accommodates belts up to 
1 3 A ", size of buckle 3x2 Vz" in oval. Also the Special 
Forces key chain, crest insignia on one side master 
wings on reverse IV 2 " in diameter. Both items made 
from colonial pewter packaged in two-piece presenta¬ 
tion box. Buckle $12.50 plus $1.50 post handlg, key 
chain $8.50 plus $1.50 post handlg. S.F. I.D. cards 
federal size in full color $4.00 ea. Payable to Gene 
Kuhrmeier, c/o Ninja-Do Academy, P.O. Box 291, 
Naperville, IL 60540. Allow sufficient delivery time. 

C.S. TEAR GAS FOR PROFESSIONAL RESULTS!!! 
The same chemical used by the Army for Riot Control 
Gets The Job Done!!! Qt. Refiliable & Repressurea- 
ble Police unit . . . $16.95. 1 Qt. C.S. Tear Gas 
$11.95. Please include $2.00 PP & Hdl. to: Riverside 
Distributing, 3423 Gillham, Alton, IL 62002, or write 
for information. __ 

SIEGRUNEN: The Waffen-SS in Historical Perspec¬ 
tive. Four issues $5. R. Landwehr, Box 70, Mt. 
Reuben Rd., Glendale, OR 97442. 

Formulas for things that go BOOM. 80 page book for 
the fun-ioving lunatic. $5 postpaid. Send stamped 
envelope or 15c for brochure. Pyrochem, Box 5386, 

RockfordJ L 61125,__ 

REMAIL SERVICE LETTERS and packages sent 
anywhere use our address, $10.00 to set up account, 
letters 50® packages extra. P.O. Box 573, Costa 

Mesa, CA 92627. _ 

MACHINE GUNS FOR SALE by licensed dealer. 
Legal to own in most states. Ingram machine pistols 
and parts available. Send stamped, addressed 
envelope for information. George Liu, Box 1239, 
2000 Center Street, Berkeley, CA 94704. 

FIRECRACKERS, GUNS. BLASTING from^mmon 
materials: facts $2.00. 'Fireworks: Principles & 
Practice" 274 pages $15.00. Sanford, Box 4175-F, 
L Colesville^MD 20904. 

FOR NEWS"ON RHODESIA and Africa read the 
Thunderbolt, America’s hottest newspaper. Box 
1211, Marietta, GA 30061. 


SEEK GOLD IN CANADA. Vacationing amateurs 
locate gold. Staking laws, panning explained. Rush 
$2.50 for book. DeFost, 925 Bradshaw, Prince Albert, 
Sask., Canada. 

NUNCHAKU BOOKS AND EQUIPMENT. "Nunch¬ 
aku II,” hardbound, 272 pages, $6.95. "The Nunch¬ 
aku & Police Training," $3.95. Catalogue $1.00. 
Mail to: Jim Phillips, P.O. Box 168, Williamstown, 
N J 08094. 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm 

fertilizer. Blast dugouts, trenches, rocks. Instructions 
$2.00. DeFost. 925 Bradshaw, Prince Albert, Sask., 
C anada. S6V 2P3. _ 

MEGA VITAMINS—Unexcelled power utilized by 
Black Agents, Russians, Super Athletes, Marksmen, 
Bodybuilders—via the new natural, yet high potency, 
mega-vitamin, can be yours. $5.00 for 50 day supply. 
M.O.—VISA—MC. Write for free booklet. Profes¬ 
sional Nutritional Consultants, Kronen International, 
3349 Piedmont Road, NE, Atlanta, GA 30305. 

G.l. DOG TAGS W/CHAIN. $3.00 pair. Regular data 

or any copy to 60 characters. Box 897, Chicago, IL 
60690. 

SURVIVAL WEAPONS PRIORITY REPORT-we 
are realistic; shouldn’t you be? Free information. 
Rainier Books-HG, Box 30753, Seattle, WA 98103. 

RUANA, RANDALL MADE KNEVES. Stock 84 Rand- 
all variations. List prices, immediate delivery, 
convenient lay-away plan. Catalog $1.00. Doug 
Kenefick, 19 Leander Street, Danielson, CT06239. 

‘‘SURVIVAL/COMBAT/SELF-DEFENSE/WILDER- 
NESS LIVING.” Training manuals/books ... Biggest 
catalog anywhere just 50® . . . KEN HALE (SOF-50), 
McDonald, OH 44437. 

WANTED: World wide parachutist wings and 
badges, also airborne and skyd/ver insignias. Tony 
Peralta, 2125 7th Ave., Yuma, AZ 85364. 

CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING, rare Belgium 1955 
experimental suit, patten close to Waffen SS. Several 
pattens of suit from the Philippines. British WW II 
SAS windproof suit. British Suez patten Airborne 
smock. French Bigeard caps 2, pattens. French air¬ 
borne, Indo China, Algeria, cu r rent, patten suits. 
Indonesean smock. Listings of world wide cam¬ 
ouflage. Embleton, Tile House. 25, Southwell Park 
Road, CAMBERLE Y, SURR EY, ENGLAND. 

VALID PASSPORT. Can travel on short notice. 
Persona! aircraft available (M20F) for domestic and 
across border flights. Any unusual or confidential 
errands, missions, courier, escort, and/or transporta¬ 
tion of cash and valuables. Reply in strict confidence 
to: IT, Box 915, San Francisco, CA 94101. 

MACHINE GUNS and other Military and paramili¬ 
tary Weapons. Federally Licensed Title One and 
Title Two Firearms Dealer offers lowest possible 
prices to SOF Readers. Nichols, P.O. Box 03004, 
Portland, OR 97203. (503) 286-3206. 

BEHIND RHODESIAN SCENE! A sensational book¬ 
let, two revealing Canadian Intelligence Service 
reports on the plot to destroy Rhodesia, and an 
8-page catalogue of difficult-to-get literature. Send 
$1 to CIP, Box 130, Flesherton, Ont., CANADA 
NOC1FO. 


PATCHES: unused originals, 1930-1978 including 
elite forces. 8 page list 50®, Buying singles, collec¬ 
tions, Vietnam-mades. Robin, 900 Navaho, Raleigh, 
NC 27609. __ 

TASER ELECTRONIC STUN GUN-Designed to 
immobilize—not to kill! $30.00 OFF Retail. BOWEN 
STAINLESS STEEL Beit Buckle Knives with Belt 
20% OFF Retail. 30 Shot Magazines for Browning 
High Power and S&W Model 59. Catalog and Order 
Form $1.00: C.M.A. ENTERPRISES, 5679 Manches¬ 
ter Road, Akron, OH 44319. ___ 

PARANOID PRODUCTIONS IS INVESTIGATING the 
possible theft or interaction of some of its mail. Any¬ 
one not receiving catalogue or merchandise, please 
contact us immediately. Include check or money order 
number if possible. Help us to help you. P.O.B. 1115, 
Youngstown, OH 44501. 
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I f “SELF SURVIVAL BOOKS” Firearms, Self Defense, 
I Explosives, Military Ordnance, Shooting, Guerrilla 
I Warfare, Wilderness Living, Marksmanship! Excit- 
J ing, Unusual, Informative Books. Fast, Reliable Ser- 
I vice! Free Catalog. EAGLE BOOKS, Box 1210(B2), 
| Lexington, KY 40579. 

WANTED—DEAD OR ALIVE— IDI AMIN—An exact 
reprint of the famed 11" x 17" poster of the World 
Jurist Commission. Bring the butcher of Uganda to 
Justice! First quality—sent in mailing tube! RUSH 
$3.00. SABER, Box 5093-F22, Shreveport, LA 71105. 

SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE! At last a first quality pro¬ 
fessionally designed certificate and wallet (I.D.) card 
to authenticate your service as an Adventurer- 
Mercenary. Room for name, rank, theatres of opera¬ 
tion and much more! Both card and certificate display 
the fantastic new copyrighted Soldier of Fortune crest 
and motto! Money back guarantee! RUSH $5.00 for 
both! SABER GRAPHICS, BOX 5973-F23, Shreve- 

port, LA 71105. _ 

MALE 29 SP/4 11 Bravo 7 months point-man. Volun¬ 
teers for ANTI-Communist short term action. Good 
soldier 2 Silver Stars and L.R.R.P. James P. Cipolla, 
153 Mass. Ave., N. Andover, MA 01845. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE POSTERS— New for 1978! 
A professionally designed series of Adventurer/ 
Mercenary posters. All are printed on 1st quality 
coated stock and are suitable for framing. Display 
your convictions proudly! (1). The S.O.F. Creed, (2). 
S.O.F. Recruiting Poster, (3). The S.O.F. Motto, and 
(4). MIGHT MAKES RIGHT! Each poster $2.00 or 
$5.00 FOR THE SET of four (sent in mailing tube). 
Money back guarantee! SABER GRAPHICS, Box 
5973-F24, Shreveport, LA 71105. _ 

SONGS & MARCHES! Largest selection of records 
and tapes of modern and rare original marches, 
speeches and documentary material. Exclusive im¬ 
ports from around the world. Send for free catalogue. 
OAKLEAF RECORDS, POB 999, Westfield, NJ 
07091. 

WANTED. EMPLOYMENT as oil well, gas well fire 
fighter, guard, courier, any unusual position/assign¬ 
ment available. Ex-Marine Grunt familiar with most 
weapons. Write D. M. Arendt, 1375 Harvey, Green 

Ba y, Wl 54 302._ 

WANTED “Congo Mercenary” by Mike Hoare. 
Describe condition and asking price. Free Companion 

Press, Bo x 542, Sugar Land, TX 77478. _ 

STEN SMG Trigger Housings $25, Barrels, Mk II 
$25, Extractors $10, Bolt Handles $1, Mags $5, 
D.A.Q., Box 50269, Cicero, IL 60650. 

THE SECOND AMENDMENT, Its Meaning Today. 
75®, 2 for $1.00. Catalog 50®. Thomas Gidley, Box 
6706, Ft. Worth, TX 76115. 

UNDERGROUND STORAGE— of firearms and val- 
uables, old/new methods of underground security; 
plus PLANS! Only $1.00. MESA, Drawer 9045-FC, 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

“MUNICH,” by T. B. Jones, $3.95. Dorrance & Co., 
35 Cricket Terrace, Ardmore, PA 19003. Fascinating 
war treatise, gripping, spellbinding. 

LE MERCENAIRE! A newsletter written by and for 
meres and men looking for action. Keep on top of 
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample 
$1.00 or $8.00 per year. 540 Charles St., Aurora, 

IL 60506. 

CONSERVATIVE DATING SERVICE, Suite 3308, 
350 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10001 . Free info. 

OUR PHOTO ILLUSTRATED CATALOG $2.00 post¬ 
paid showing combat clothing and boots. Four Air¬ 
borne photo booklets $4.60 postpaid. WW2 Shop, 
R.D. #1, Box 154, Milford, DL19963. 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32" diameter, 
waterproof. New, different, better, 15 feet $1.00— 
55 feet $3.00—95 feet $5.00 postpaid. Other goodies. 
Catalog 25®. Zeller Enterprises, Drawer W-2X, 
Wickenburg, AZ85358. 

AUTHORS: “PROBLEM” MANUSCRIPT? Try 
AUTHOR AID ASSOCIATES, Dept. SOF, 340 East 
52nd Street, N.Y.C. 10022. (212) PLaza 8-4213. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS! Send $1.00 for new police 
equipment catalog. BPEC, Dept. SF 18, 9889 Alond- 
ra, Bellflower, CA 90706. 

EXPLOSIVES FORMULAS: Sheet I, 3 Easy to Make 
Explosives, $2.00. Sheet II, 3 Military Explosives, 
$2.00. Sheet III, 10 Different Tear Gas Formulas, 
$2.00. G. L. Pearson, Rt. 4, Box 123, Sioux Falls, 
SD 57101. 


HUMAN SKULL: INTACT, very good to excellent 
condition. $90.00 or best offer. United Ordnance, 
P.O. Box 147, Marshall, Ml 49068. 

RIGHT-WING NEWSPAPERS. Be totally informed! 
Send $1.00 cash for comprehensive list. Box 159, 
Worth, IL 60482. 


NEW CATALOG. $1.00 SAS items, camo clothing 
from many diff. countries, all types of Military cloth¬ 
ing, from WW-2 up to date. Web gear, head gear, 
WW-2 RAF items, flying gear, many more items. 
Elite Military Suppliers. 1305 N. State St., Syracuse, 
NY 13208. 


ARMY VET RANGER— mere and clandestine mis¬ 
sions. All replies acknowledged. J.C. c/o R. B., 
Box 22, Uncasville, CT 06382. _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS. Booklet listing pistol regu¬ 
lations all states and Federal gun law booklet, both 
$3.00. Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 
52nd St., New York 10022, Department 35. 

WANTED— SIG AMT Scope and mount (original). 
James Hellyer, P.O. Box 98, Darling, Cape Province 
7345, RSA. 

AIRBORNE AND AVIATION INSIGNIA, all coun¬ 
tries. Photo-illustrated catalogue $5.00. FOX MILI¬ 
TARY EQUIPMENT CO., 16 W. 331 Jackson St., 
Hinsdale, IL 60521. 

FOR SALE: genuine United States Armed Forces 
surplus clothing, individual equipment, packs, 
first aid packets, etc. Our catalog, 52® in stamps. 
Steve Pedergnana Jr., 1036 S. Claremont, Chicago, 
IL 60612. 


VIETNAM VET: 19 months, MOS’s 11 B3P, 11C3P, 
11D3P, 4 years’ insurance sales, Infantry School 
graduate, will consider all offers. James L. Smith, 
11600 Huebner Road, San Antonio, TX 78230. (512) 
691-1997. _ 

EX-MARINE VIET VET, bondable, seeks employ¬ 
ment. Experience in scuba diving, small weapons, 
explosives. Prefer short contract work. Private or 
government. Any job for right price and expenses. 
Serious offers only. Contact I.C.A.G., P.O. Box 
11213, Las Vegas, NV 89111. 

EX-MARINE SEEKING EMPLOYMENT as body¬ 
guard with good pay. I will work full time. I am loyal 
and I keep a cool head at all times. I am an ex. with 
hand weapons and rifle. Contact A. Henderson, Jr., 
11307 Lemoli Ave. #5, Inglewood, CA 90303. (213) 
677-8434. 

FREE, MAKE MONEY: Become Gun Dealer at 
Home! Instructions, Application Forms FREE with 
Purchase ATF New Gun Dealers Instruction Course, 
23 Chapter Manual, $4.95, Dealers Directory 500 + 
Wholesalers, $3.50, Federal Firearms Laws Manual, 
$2.00, Class III License Application Forms, Laws & 
Regulations Manual, $3.00, Your State Gun Laws, 
$1.50, How To Obtain Concealed Gun Permits, 
$2.00, Dealer Record Books, $3.50, How to Make 
Legal Explosive Bullets, $2.00. Reddick, 1925H 
Abbott, San Diego, 92107. 


ARMED FORCES M-16 POLYPROPYLENE cleaning 
brush. Dual head design, 7" long. $2.00 postpaid, 
Money Orders. SELECTLINE, Box 391SF, P.C., HI 
96782. _ 

SAMURAI SWORDS for sale. Also bought, repaired, 
polished. Catalog 60®. Samurai sword fighting book, 
500 photos, $12.45. Karate training, other books and 
general oriental merchandise catalog 50®. Nippon-To, 
4882 Newport Ave., San Diego, CA 92138. 

MERC WORK in Africa. Grunts only. NO brass. 
Valid passport required. Write: CPT. Easy, Box 1112, 
Bedford, IN 47421. 

MERCENARY: Ex-ABN; military & sport parachute 
experience. Pilot: MEL; SEL; SES. Exp. hand & 
shoulder arms—some crew served. Exp. scuba & 
desco. Exp. Latin America and Carribean. Prefer 
contract work—but all offers considered. RCG, Box 
3224, Pompano Beach, FL 33062. 

ADVENTURER: 27, former Marine, Vietnam Vet¬ 
eran, rifle-pistol-close combat-SID-instructor, Para¬ 
chutist, Certified Scuba, well educated. All offers 
considered. Post Office Box 581, WEBB CITY, MO 
64870. 

REGULAR WATCH CLEANING and overhaul 
$12.50. Rolex or Accutron cleaning and overhaul 
$29.50. Prices do not include parts. Add $3.00 for 
calendar models, $4.50 if automatic, $12.50 if it is a 
chronometer. Free brochure on request. Kent Craig’s 
Trade Shop, 6 V 2 Bashford Rd., Raleigh, NC 27606. 

MILITARY BOOKS —USMC, Gun, Hunting. Old, 
Rare and Out of Print. Send $1.00 for list, deductible 
from first order. Rousseau, P.O. Box 1231, Torrance, 
CA 90505. 

GENERAL PATTON’S HISTORIC SPEECH-suit- 

able for framing for den/off ice—collector’s item— 
$3.00 postpaid. W. Conville, P.O. Box 7933, Phila., 
PA 19101. 

URBAN TERRORISM IN PHILADELPHIA— an in¬ 
side report on how it is happening and why! $ 2.00 per 
copy. W. Conville, P.O. Box 7933, Phila., PA 19101. 



LIGHTNING PAKS! Chemical heat packs. Keep 
hands, body, sleeping bags warm on expeditions. 
$8.95. Rayson, Rt. 1, Box 142H, Bastrop, LA71220. 

NEW! Big Brother game—240 pages 8 V 2 x 11"—FBI, 
CIA, OSS, and KGB techniques. Tailing—surveil¬ 
lance—surreptitious entry—detective techniques— 
weapons and countermeasures—$9.95 postpaid— 
Quimtronix, Box 548-SO, Seattle, WA 98111. 

NEED NEW ID? Change name/age with full-color 
State ID cards, drivers’ licenses, birth certificates, 
official ID! Details 25®. Eden Press, Box 8410-SF, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708. _ 

THOMPSON 1928 Submachine gun replica models. 
Full-size, wood and steel construction. Completely 
finished and assembled— $35.00 ppd. Dealers in¬ 
quire: Repro-Products, P.O. Box 71, Prairie View, 

IL 60069. 

“SURVIVAL/MILITARY/GUERRILLA WARFARE” 

Training Manuals/Books ... “Survival” freeze dried 
foods ... Latest Catalog 50® ... KEN HALE (SOF-50), 
McDonald, OH 44437. 

AIRBORNE AND AVIATION INSIGNIA, all coun- 
tries. Photo-illustrated catalogue $5.00. FOX MILI¬ 
TARY EQUIPMENT CO., 16 W. 331 Jackson St., 
Hinsdale, IL 60521. 

CHARLES J. WILSON & ASSOC. Perform body 
guard, VIP escort, courier, private collections, covert* 
operations, domestic mercenary functions, child cus¬ 
tody snatches, and bounty hunting. All personnel are 
experienced and competent in performing their re¬ 
quired duties. Specializing in short term, high risk 
assignments. Phone 404-793-4596, 798-8053; office 
724-2149. P.O. Box 5644, Augusta, GA 30906. 

SOCIAL AND WILDERNESS SURVIVAL planning 
and consulting. Retreat planning and development; 
R.M.O. Consulting, Box 6970, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. 

STAINLESS STEEL LOOP GARROTE: give your op- 
ponent severance, pay for $10 plus $2 postage and in¬ 
surance. Write: J.H.T., 15774 Dolphin, Detroit, 
Ml 48223. _ 

CIVIL WAR LIST— Books, Swords, Documents. 
$1.00. Ken Owings, P.O. Box 17035C, Memphis, 
TN 38117. 

KNIVES FOR SALE— spring blade and gravity 
knives, also some sheath knives. S.A.S.E. for info 
and replies. Zweiback, Rt. 2, Watervilet, Ml 49098. 

SOLDIER, ADVENTURER, MERCENARY, for 20 

dollars obtain an honorary degree as advisor of mili¬ 
tary science, in addition you receive an impressive 
frameable diploma, a bibliography of books, maga¬ 
zines, job information, membership card, etc. Cash or 
money order only. P.O. Box 33, Newark, OH 43055, 
U.S.A. 


FOR NEWS on Africa and Rhodesia read THUNDER¬ 
BOLT, Box 1211, Marietta, GA 30061. Free introduc¬ 
tory copy. Facts found nowhere else. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG showing combat clothing 
and boots $2.00 postpaid. Four Airborne photo book¬ 
lets $4.60 postpaid. WW2 Shop, RD #1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. _ 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Lock picking, silencers, impro¬ 
vised firearms, explosives, bugging, self defense, 
and more! All clandestine and military subjects! 
Catalog $1.00, Box 264, Mason, Ml 48854. 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS and unit histories our 
specialty. Free list. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 
3107H, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. 

KNIFE FIGHTING: Brand new manual on knife duel¬ 
ling techniques, tactics, training for self-defense 
PLUS the new sport of “Knife Fencing.” Informa¬ 
tion, Walmac Books, Box 3474-D, Los Angeles, CA 
90028. 

NOW’S YOUR CHANCE to get even with anyone. 
Positively infuriating results. We do for you anony¬ 
mously. Catalog and sample $1.00. P.J. Enterprises, 
POB 1685SF, Athens, GA 30601. _ 

SS AND NAZI MILITARIA. Biggest catalog, includ¬ 
ing 2 large posters, $2 (refundable). Krupper, Box 
177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. 

WANTED-EMPLOYMENT. Two years’ infantry, 
armor (Canada) Weapons specialist— 9mmto 105mm, 
Ferret to Centurion. Parachutist, marksman, climber. 
Bodyguard, soldier, adviser, anything that offers 
adventure, money, travel. D.B., 1731 Lorigueuil, 
St. Bruno, Que., Canada J3V 4E9. 

SURVIVAL WIRE SAWS. Three Interwoven 20" 
Silicon Steel blades. $4.33. Money Orders. Select 
Line Sales, Box SF391, P.C., HI 96782. 

MILITARY-MINDED VIETNAM COMBAT VETER¬ 
AN, specializing in all phases of communications and 
armor, seeking foreign employment anywhere: con¬ 
tact Fulke, 9052 Paladium PI., Lakeworth, FI 33463. 
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BECOME PART TIME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining 
Federal Firearms License” complete information 
(illustrated 1978 Edition)—$1,00! “Gun Dealer’s 
Directory of Wholesalers” responsive, interested 
sources (guaranteed)—$1.00! “Concealed Weapon 
Permits” apply right first time—$1.00! ALL THREE 
BOOKLETS—$2.50! MESA, Drawer 9045-FN, 
Steamboat Springs, CO 80477, 

CUSTOM AND FACTORY KNIVES available for im- 
mediate delivery. Hunting, camping and survival 
items also available now. For price list send one dol¬ 
lar and SASE to: T.M.C., P.O. Box 407, Lafayette, 
CO 80026. 


LOCK PICKING—free phone calls—Bugging—Ex¬ 
plosives—Much More! Books & SUPPLIES! For¬ 
mer Agent tells ALL! Send $2.00 (refundable) to: 
L.A.N.D,I-S, 625 Post St., #1048 San Francisco94109. 

GIANT OBSERVATION BINOCULARS 25x150mm. 
Finest binocular made—details $2.00 refundable with 
purchase. Military Optics, Box 30243-SF, St. Paul, 
MN 55175._ 

VALID PASSPORT. Can travel on short notice. Per¬ 
sonal aircraft available (M20F) for domestic and 
across border flights. Any unusual or confidential er¬ 
rands, missions, courier, escort, and/or transporta¬ 
tion of cash and valuables. Reply in strict confi¬ 
dence to: IT, Box 915, San Francisco, CA94101. 

OVERSEAS JOBS! All Occupations! Complete De¬ 
tails. Where and How to Apply. Latest Company 
Lists. Resume Tips. $2.00. Information Services, 
P.O. Box 3345-F, Cocoa, Florida 32922. 

HiLICOPTER pilot, position wanted, 1100 hrs + , 

V.N. vet, time in Hughes 300-500A, C, Bell 205, 
other military types. Comm. Lie., passport. Exp. in 
hazardous flying. D. Gray, 2504 Sonora Ln., Antioch, 
CA 94509. 

ASSASSINATION: THEORY & PRACTICE. Richard 
Camellion’s new book on a “necessary evil in an in¬ 
creasingly evil world.” Brief histories of assassina¬ 
tions with a global perspective. $6.00, Paladin Press, 
Box 13Q7-VE, Boulder, CO 80306. Free catalog with 
order. 


Male 26, K-9, Ex-cop, Airborne, passport. Ready to 
travel. Strictly military type oper. Contact Victor L. 
Fields, Millport, Alabama, Route 3, zip 35576. Phone 
1-205-662-3274. 

S&W 28 CON VERS I ON Sleigh t cartridges 38-40, 
44-40, 41 Mag, 445 PL, 44 Mag, 45 Colt, 45 ACP, 
45 Auto Rim. David Woodruff, Box 5, Bear, DEI9701. 

LACKING CAPITAL for your enterprises, supplies 
and expenses? We offer alternatives that can net you 
a supplementary income. For information send $2.00 
cash or money order to P.O.B. 1081, Lindsey Station, 
Punxsutawney, PA 15767. 

PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT: Main, reserve, and 
misc. items. Send SASE for prices. OWD, Rt. 3, Box 
79R, Oxford, NC 27565. 

PILOT, SKY DIVER. Extensive experience in heavy 
multi-engine craft, all at low altitude, contour type 
flying. Crop dusting experience. All offers consid¬ 
ered. Nature of work and risk don’t matter, but pay 
does. Carl Dolbeare, 424 W. Brown Rd., Apt. C4, 
Mesa, AZ 85201. 

FORMER MARINE and Vietnam Vet seeks employ¬ 

ment; trained and experienced in recon/infantry and 
guerrilla warfare. Contact HORSE, P.O. Box 1054, 
Lin Pk., Ml 48146. 

PILOT seeks employment. Ex-RCAF, university 
graduate, over 5,000 flying hours, 1,000 hours multi, 
senior commercial license, all ratings and endorse¬ 
ments. Art Harland, 4427 Bath Rd., #21, Kingston, 
Ontario, Canada. 

SELL GUNS! Sensational part or full time income! 
Free information and free dealer catalog! MESA, 
Drawer 9045-FR, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

CAMOUFLAGE JUNGLE FATIGUES, U S. issue, 
New; Sets of Jacket and Trousers—Medium $29.95, 
Large and Extra-Large $34.95, Small Trousers only 
2 pair for $15.00. Add $3.00 Shipping. Capo’s, Dept. 
SOF, Box 95, Duryea, PA 18642. 

TOP QUALITY survival gear, signal kits, backpack¬ 
ing and mountaineering equipment. Competitive 
prices. Peak and Plain Outfitters. P.O. Box 2538. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501.505/982-8948. 


“DEATH FROM ABOVE,” winged death’s head 
decals now available. Multi-colored, pressure adhe¬ 
sive. Two for a buck. Items from military elite units 
—WW 2 to Vietnam—also wanted. Mail to Jim Phil¬ 
lips, P.0 1 Box 168, Williamstown, NJ 08094. 

THE QUARTERMASTER-A bi-monthly mail 
auction of the world’s military collectibles. Catalog 
$1.00 (U.S.) $2.00 (Foreign). Box 33672, San Diego, 
CA 9 2103. _ 

NEW PALADIN CATALOG. Comprehensive list of 
U.S. and foreign books: guns, silencers, unusual 
weapons, knife fighting, survival, guerrilla warfare, 
explosives, demolition, ordnance, self-defense, tech¬ 
nical manuals, field manuals, field crafts. Many un¬ 
usual, hard-to-find books. Send $1.00 for fascinating 
catalog. Paladin Press, Box 1307-TG, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

SURVIVE IN ANY HAND-TO-HAND ENCOUNTER! 

Effective unarmed, knife, stick and close-in com- 
batives requires more than mere “techniques!” You 
need combat-proven TACTICAL SKILLS! Exclusive, 
authentic manual, “THE TACTICAL SKILLS OF 
HAN D-TO-H A N D COM BAT (SELF-DE FENSE) ’ ’ 
could save your life! No-nonsense, designed for 
COMBAT, not sport I Send $6.00 cash or money order 
to Bradley J, Steiner, 16627 North 25th Street, No. 
14, Phoenix, AZ 85032. 

ADVENTURE AND EMPLOYMENT OFFSHORE? 

First publication to cover entry and licensed jobs in 
Louisiana’s petromarine fleet. $5.00, m.o. Offshore 
Research Service, Box 2606NSU, Thibodaux, LA 
70301. 

“BOUNTY HUNTER” METAL DETECTORS. Find 
treasure, land mines, etc. Catalog 25$ (refundable). 
GUARDIAN PROTECTION SPRAY $2.95. WILKIN¬ 
SON’S INSTRUMENTS, Jennerstown, PA 15547. 

ISRAEIJBUSH HATS, quilted tan cloth, French’ For¬ 

eign Legion surplus with Israeli markings: Tzavah 
Haganah L'lsrael. Small, Medium, or Large. $7.95 
prepaid. DEEP RIVER ARMORY, 5700 Star, Hous¬ 
ton, TX 77057. 
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UPCOMING TITLES 

FIGHTING PATROLS - Gary Flanagan takes 
an in-depth look at the essence of modern war: 
the fighting patrol. 

GUNS IN A HURRY — World War Two turned 
firearms production upside-down and no guns 
epitomized the new techniques like the subma¬ 
chine guns. This is the story of guns in a hurry: 
the Stens, the Grease Gun, the MP-40 and the 
PPsh. G. N. Dentay and T. P. Edwards. 


UNIT NINE 

1110 FINCH WEST 
DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO 
CANADA 


All orders are mailed first class. 
Those outside North America 
please include additional postage. 
Satisfaction or money back. 
Allow 30 days delivery for Part 
Two. 


MERCENARY'S MANUAL 


THE ORIGINAL 

niLiiuLimn ■ u niniiunL 


The most compact guide to combat survival is still available 
at the same price, $4.95 plus 60tf for postage. 

Part Two tells you how to carry the war to the 
enemy, but Part One is intended to keep you alive to do 
so. It's concise: 130 easy-to-read pages packed with tips, 
photos and illustrations. Operating instructions for a dozen 
small arms and over a dozen grenades are included. If 
you're serious about the business, you need this book. 




• URBAN WARFARE - The hows and 
the whys of a deadly business. Tactics, 
tricks and facts on attack and defense 
in street fighting. 

•ANTI-TANK WEAPONS - The speci¬ 
fics on operating the Carl Gustav RCL, 
TOW, RPG-2, RPG-7, Dragon, Sagger, 
3.5 RL, 57 & 106-mm RCL, PZK-44, 
Strim, Entac, and others. The informa¬ 
tion you need to get them into action 
and on target. 

• ATTACK AND RETREAT - Methods 
of control, phase lines, checkpoints, 
etc. Assault drills, vehicle drills, princi¬ 
ples of success, operating with tanks, 
and more. 

• WEATHER — How to predict what's 
coming; essential knowledge for any¬ 
one concerned with operations. 

• TRACKING - What to look for, 
where to find it and what it can tell 
you. 

•MINES — How to employ them, how 
to lay them, how to find them. How 
mechanical, chemical, pneumatic and 
hydrostatic fuses work. Counter¬ 
measures. Includes identification of 72 
different mines. 

• CLIMBING — A review of the tools 
and techniques to get you up, over and 
down: Alive. 

• COMMUNICATIONS - In one place, 
morse, semaphore, emergency panel 
codes. Improvised antennas, how to 
extend your radio range, how to oper¬ 
ate the sets you may encounter. 

•RECON— How to do it right; covering 
route, bridge, cross-country and target 
recon. Determining range, corner 
radius, and more. 

• ANTI-TANK — Tackling tanks without 
the proper AT weapons. Not recom¬ 
mended practice; but, if your back's to 
the wall . . . 

• IMPROVISATIONS — Page after page 
of tricks and expedients from harden¬ 
ing soft vehicles to making an impro¬ 
vised AT discriminator. 
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• FINANCIAL SELF-DEFENSE - Iden¬ 
tifying gold, diamonds and counterfeit 
currency. The ins and outs of "odd" 
methods of payment, Swiss banks, etc. 

• AIR OPERATIONS - How to pick, 
measure and mark a drop zone, create 
a forward or clandestine airstrip, or 
helipad. The facts and formulas you 
need to figure it all out. Even a section 
to help the novice jumper through his 
first jump. 

• MORTARS - How they work, how to 
set them up, how to direct their fire. 
Operating details for the I Ml 50-mm, 
the Tampella and Hotchkiss-Brandt 
60-mm, the M-19, British 2-inch and 
others. 

• AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS - From 
patrolling rivers and streams to open 
water landings; the tactics and me¬ 
thods. Mounting weapons on a small 
craft, safety, and even details on wave 
and tide characteristics. 

• TANK RECOGNITION - Photos and 
facts covering the major tanks, APCs, 
armored and scout cars in use around 
the world today. 

• DEMOLITIONS - Ditching, breach¬ 
ing, cutting . .. steel, concrete or 
earth. Buildings or bridges. The formu¬ 
las you need, the details in your 
pocket. 

•FIELD FORTIFICATIONS - Con¬ 
struction of shelters from foxholes to 
bunkers. How to lay out your de¬ 
fenses, tank stoppers and more. 

•NBC — The bomb, biological war and 
chemical attacks. What can be used, 
how to avoid being affected and what 
to do if you are caught in an attack. 


This is only a partial listing of what 
the sections cover; there is too much to 
list. A bibliography is provided to direct 
the reader in further study. The concept 
of the Mercenary's Manual is simple: 
Cram in enough facts to make it work! 


MERCENARY'S MANUAL PART TWO 
By Terry P. Edwards. Edited by Robt. K. Brown. 
Photos by Gary Flanagan and Al Venter. 

300+ pages, 150+ photos, dozens of illustrations. 
5 V 2 by 8 V 2 . $8.95 plus 75tf postage. 


Books don't make soldiers. And no one can sell you all 
the stuff that does. But these days it takes more than 
guts and muscle to win battles. Mercenary's Manual Part 
Two gets to the details; the how-to-do-it side of urban 
war, anti-tank fighting, mortars, missiles, climbing, track¬ 
ing, and more. There is more on demolitions, small-unit 
amphibious and air operations, weather predictions, 
mines, and much more. Part Two is over 300 pages, with 
dozens of line drawings and over 150 photos by Gary 
Flanagan and Al Venter. It does not deal in entertain¬ 
ment, politics or terrorism, just down-to-earth proven 
methods and techniques. It's plain know-how . .. dedi¬ 
cated to winning. It costs $8.95 plus 7bd for postage. 
This much we can sell you. The rest is up to you . .. 




JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS! 

DON’T MISS A SINGLE EXCITING & REVEALING ACTION-PACKED 
ISSUE OF SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


PLEASE ^ 

□ $10.00-SIX ISSUES 

□ NEW SUBSCRIPTION 

□ RENEWAL 

□ CHECK ENCLOSED 

□ BILL ME (APPLIES TO NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS IN U.S. ONLY) 


SPECIAL POSTAGE RATES: ADD 

□ $ 7.00-DOMESTIC FIRST CLASS 

□ $ 3.00 -AIR-CANADA& MEXICO 

□ $12.00-AIR-EUROPE& LATIN AMERICA 

□ $15.00-AIR-OTHER CONTINENTS 


NAME (PRINT) _ 
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CITY_STATE_Zl P 
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POSTAGE 
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SOLDIER op FORTUNE 

THE JOURNAL OF PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURERS 
SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT 
P.O. BOX 693 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
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0679/SI 2;95 


2170/SI 2.50 


4679/31Q.95 


37 56/$9.95 


9134/$39.80 

2 vols. count as 2 selections 


3087/$12.95 


8755/SI 4.95 


1701/SI 2.50 


2840/SI 2.95 


Man the bombsight of a B-24 sent to knock out 
oilfields at Ploesti. Zigzag up a burning beach on 
D-day, clearing the way with hand grenades and 
mortar fire. Keep your eyes peeled for enemy 
periscopes in the North Atlantic. Fight alongside 
tank commanders, fighter pilots, gunner’s mates 
and lough dogface soldiers, in Africa, the 
Pacific, Europe, Korea and Vietnam. 

Now you can thrill to all this and more with the 
outstanding books shown and described on this 
page. They’re yours through the MILITARY 
BOOK CLUB, which offers big savings on the kind 
of books you love. Just choose your first four 
volumes and mail the application below. Send no 
money—we'll bill you. 

How the club works 

After your membership's accepted, you’ll 
receive your four books for 98$ plus shipping and 
handling. If you are not satisfied, return them 
within 10 days, cancel your membership, and you 
owe nothing. 


Once you’ve purchased just four-books during 
your first two years of membership you may 
resign at any time. 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you'll 
receive free, the Club’s magazine describing the 
coming selection and alternates, which save you 
up to 30% off publisher’s editions prices. 

If you want the selection, do nothing, it will be 
shipped to you automatically. If you want an alter¬ 
nate, or no book at all, indicate your preference 
on the order form and return it by the date speci¬ 
fied. That date allows you 10 days to decide. If 
you receive an unwanted selection because you 
had less than 10 days, return it at our expense. 
There is a shipping and handling charge on all 
books shipped. 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete, 
hardbound editions sometimes altered in size to 
fit presses and save members even more. 


© 


Military Book Club 

Dept. PR-389, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 


I have read your ad. Please accept my application for 
membership in the Military Book Club and send me the 
4 books whose numbers l have printed in the boxes 
below, Bill me only 985 plus shipping and handling. I 
understand that I need buy only 4 more books at regular 
low Club prices during the first two years of my mem¬ 
bership to complete my purchase commitment. (NOTE 
2-volume set of AIRWAR counts as 2 books and cannot 
be ordered individually.) 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted, I may return the 4 
books within 10 days, my membership will be canceled 
and 1 will owe nothing. 

Note: If you select 2-volume AIRWAR set, write 9134 
in two boxes, then choose 2 more selections. 


Mr. 

Mrs. 

Miss 

Address- 


Apt No.- 


Members accepted in USA and Canada only Canadian members will be 
d from Toronto Offer slightly different in Canada. 24-M68 


MORE BOOKS 
TO CHOOSE FROM 


2642 Tank. K Macsey J 
Batchelor From WWI begin¬ 
nings to Panzers and today 
Pub ed. S9.95 

4812 Crazy Horse and 
Custer. Stephen E Ambrose. 

A “double biography” that cul¬ 
minates with the massacre at 
Bighorn Pub. ed. $12,50 

6577 Fighter PMots of 

World War II. Robed Jack- 
son Exciting biographies of 14 
aces Allied and Axis. 

Pubed $8 95 

7583 Titans ol the Seas. 

James H and William M 
Belote. Story of Japanese and 
American carrier task forces in 
WWII Pub ed. $12.95 

2147 The United States 
Marines. Brig Gen E.H Sim¬ 
mons (U.S.M C, Ret,) Hard¬ 
bitten history of 200 years of 
a tough, proud Corps 
Pub. ed $895 

4010 War in the Shadows. 

Robert B Asprey. The guerrilla 
in history, from Alexander the 
Great to Ho Chi Minh. Two-vol. 
set counts as one selection. 
Pub ed. $35.00 


6585 Medieval Warlare. 

Terence Wise Armor, weapons, 
tactics in 14th- 15th century 
Europe 242 tllus 
Pub ed. $12.95 

6601 Stonewall in the VaF 
ley. Robert G Tanner Jack- 
son's masterful campaign in 
vivid detail lllus 
Pub. ed. $1000 

8136 Nimitz. E.B. Potter The 
definitive biography of the 
great WWII admiral 
Pub ed. S16.95 

3079 U.S. Fighters. Lloyd S. 
Jones. Every “P“ and "F" 
series plane. 1925-present. 
Rare photos and 3-view draw¬ 
ings Pub 'ed $1495 

6973. Submarine. Drew 
Middleton. From the first “sub¬ 
mersible vessel" to the 
nuclear-powered subs ot 
today. 

Pub. ed. $12,95 

8169 The Blitzkrieg Story. 

Charles Messenger An excit¬ 
ing account of the evolution of 
"lightening warfare” 32 pages 
of vivid illustrations 
Pub ed $10 00 


Note: Prices shown above are 
publisher’s edition prices 


Climb aboard! 

Here are the deadly aircraft...hard-fighting infantrymen 
...raging naval battles...yours to thrill to when you choose 
from this outstanding selection of military books 


at. 


ANY 4 BOOKS S!?, 98* 

WITH MEMBERSHIP 
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4218/SI 4.95 
2 vols. 









































